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The Lost Brook Trail. 


BY BERT LESTON TAYLOR. 


WAS smoking an after-dinner pipe on the ve- 
randa of the one-too-many hotel at Errol, when 
I was accosted by a gentleman who had arrived 
the evening before on the stage from Cole- 
brook. 

“Ts this Mr. Sam Gilkey?” he asked. I 
pleaded guilty. 

“ The landlord of this illustrious inn tells me that you are the 
best guide to be found in this part of the country,” said he. 

« Well, sir,” I replied, «I have frequently noted in Mr. Bragg 
a passion for the exact truth that amounts almost to a disease.” 


* You don’t talk like a guide,” remarked my prospective em- 
ployer, eyeing me euriously. 

“That may be the fault of my education,” said I, a little 
tartly. “Are you afraid it would interfere with my duties?” 

“No; I guess I can stand it if you can,” he observed, good- 
naturedly. ‘I°ll tell you what I require,” he went on, handing 
me acigar. ‘First, a guide who knows thoroughly the country 
about here for fifteen or twenty miles; second, a man —same 
man — who will not make remarks upon my method of fishing; 
third, a man with grit enough to stand by me in any adventure 
that Providence may throw in my way.” 
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2 THE LOST BROOK TRAIL. 


In reply I stated that I knew like a book the country between 
the New Hampshire line and the Rangeleys, and as far north as 
the Canadian border; that any method of fishing he might select 
would have my approval, if not the flattery of imitation; and 
that my fidelity to an employer had yet to be questioned. 

“Consider yourself engaged,” said he, and we shook hands on 
it. 

Edward Atherton, Boston,— so the hotel register read,— was a 
man of about thirty years, of medium height, slender of build, 
with small, aristocratic-looking hands and feet, dark brown hair 
and eyes, and a face in which was mirrored a kindly disposition 
and a light heart; withal an expression of confidence and _ reso- 
lution, a suggestion of the “grit” he had asked for in me. 
He was unusually well dressed, though without a trace of flashi- 
ness. 

Atherton informed me that his destination was Brown’s Farm, 
ten miles up the Magalloway. As the log drive was not yet by, 
the little steamer that plied between Errol Dam and the Magallo- 
way country was not in service. But my canoe was at the dam, 
and Atherton readily chose that method of locomotion in prefer- 
ence to the tedious drive over Errol hill. 

During the trip up the Magalloway, Atherton proved the most 
delightful sportsman that had ever engaged my services. He was 
possessed of a fund of capital stories, all humorously and grace- 
fully told. Thus the hours sped quickly by. 

The lights of the few houses that comprise the settlement in 
Magalloway Plantation had been twinkling scarce five minutes 
when we swung around the last bend in our journey, and I[ 
beached the canoe at the foot of the slope on which stood the 
hotel. 

“ What! A piano in this wilderness!” cried Atherton. 

I explained that there was a very good piano at the hotel. 
«That is probably Miss Vaughn playing,” said I. “I brought 
her up from Errol yesterday.” 

“ Egad, then, Miss Vaughn shall have an appreciative audience,” 
said he. ‘Hand me that flask and those cigars in my fishing 
coat. Chopin, or I’m a sinner,” he murmured, stretching him- 
self in the canoe and lighting a cigar. “Til swear that Chopin 
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THE LOST BROOK TRAIL. 3 


himself could not have desired more poetic surroundings amid 
which to listen to his lovely creations.” 

I had never heard of Mr. Chopin and his creations, but I did 
find a peculiar sympathy between the music Miss Vaughn was 
making and the soft swish of the river around the bend, the 
miles of forest stretching away in the ghostly distance, and the 
giant peak across the narrow vale, whose wooded slopes the rising 
moon was lighting. 

* Miss Vaughn plays well,” said Atherton presently, * but 
there is no soul in her fingers. The only person that ever played 
that nocturne to my liking was a slip of a girl who, alone ina 
White Mountain hotel parlor, entertained me unconsciously, as 
Miss Vaughn is now doing. I saw her but once afterwards, kick- 
ing in a comic opera chorus under the name of Polly Edwards. 
I'll warrant that the ‘tender grace of a day that is dead’ has 
long since vanished from her piano fingers. By the way, who is 
this Miss Vaughn ?’’ 

« Bill Vaughn’s girl. She spends her summers here. Lives in 
Boston, I believe, during the winter.”’ 

* Vaughn, I infer, is the big man of the plantation.” 

« Well, he’s big enough,” I laughed. ‘Stands six foot two in 
his hunting boots. He’s a guide and trapper. Makes his head- 
quarters here, but for excellent reasons spends most of his time 
in the woods.”’ 

Ah?” 

«The game-warden shot his deer dog last summer; he shot 
the warden.” 

«Sort of evened the thing up. And the authorities — had 
they nothing to say concerning the affair ?”’ 

“They said all they could. Bill was indicted, but never 
caught; he’s a good shot. And you might as well hunt fora 
needle in a stack as try to run a man down in the Maine woods. 
Folks around here always give Bill a tip when the sheriff or any 
of his deputies are in the neighborhood. They don’t like game 
wardens.” 

« Well, the concert is over, and we may as well hunt supper,” 
remarked Atherton. We shouldered our traps and walked up the 
stretch to the hotel. 
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The next morning, at breakfast, Atherton was introduced to 
Miss Inez Vaughn, a tall, well-sliaped, and handsome girl, for 
whom I had long entertained a warm admiration ; a praiseworthy 
sentiment which she never took the trouble of returning. Ather- 
ton was apparently more in her line. Before the forenoon was 
gone they were the best of friends. She played about everything 
he asked for —a nocturne in this, a ballade in that, and a lot of 
other things that were Greek to me. When Miss Vaughn disap- 
peared to dress for dinner — another compliment to my employer, 
as she was not in the habit of dazzling the natives with her 
toilettes — Atherton joined me in a smoke on the yeranda. 

“Samuel,” said he, “ your Miss Vaughn” — my Miss Vaughn 
— “is a very entertaining young lady, who has thoroughly capti- 
vated me by her charms.” 

As I had not heard him speak ten consecutive words seriously, 
I accepted his enthusiasm for what it was worth. “ Yes,” he went 
on, “she is good looking, she is bright, and decidedly intelligent, 
and her’ music alone entitles her to a degree from the University 
of Culture. But she is no more a part of these rustic environ- 
ments than I am, and | regard it as strange that a young woman 
of her tastes and accomplishments should elect to bury herself for 
any considerable time in a wilderness that borders on the howl- 
ing.” 

I suggested that a natural interest in her father might lead a 
daughter to pass a few months each year in his neighborhood, and 
Atherton let it go at that. “Far be it from me to complain,” 
said he. “Thanks to Miss Vaughn’s geographical position, I 
expect to pass a very pleasant vacation.” 

*“ But [ understood that you came up here to fish.” 

* And you also understood,” he retorted, « that there was to 
be no comment on my method of fishing.” 

** Very good, sir,” I smiled. You are not going out to-day?” 

“Tam going out driving. You can fish if you want.” 

After dinner I strung my line and started off to see how the 
trout “were biting. As I left the hotel, Atlferton was handing 
Miss Vaughn into a carriage. After the rebuke I had received, 
good-natured though it was, I concluded to let Atherton find out 
for himself that he had a rival for the smiles of Miss Vaughn in 
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Mr. Jack Carruthers, of Boston, whose appearance each summer 
at the farm usually followed closely upon Miss Vaughn’s arrival. 
I surmised that he would put in an appearance before the week 
was out, and when I came up from the river at sundown I was 
not surprised to find him on the hotel veranda, talking with Bill 
Vaughn. 

Vaughn was a splendid specimen of physical manhood, straight 
as a pine, despite his more than fifty years. His gait was lum- 
bering, but it was the awkwardness of immense strength, which 
showed in every movement of his huge frame. He was a taciturn 
man, and although I had summered and wintered with him, as 
the saying is, I never got very close to him. Since the game 
warden episode I had seen very little of him. 

Carruthers I never fancied, although I had piloted him on more 
than one fishing trip, and he had given me no specific cause for 
dislike. He was a handsome, reckless sort of chap, who greeted 
folks cordially, and spent money freely, and I was probably the 
only person in the Plantation who did not express an unreserved 
liking for him. Possibly the favor with which Miss Vaughn 
regarded him may have had something to do with my prejudice, 
but that explanation would not cover my strong liking for Ather- 
ton. 

The latter drove in about dusk, and “Miss Vaughn presented 
him to her father and Carruthers. The newcomer extended his 
hand graciously, and then dropped it with the exclamation, 
“« Hello! Haven't we met before ?” 

“T fancy not. I have no recollection of the pleasure,” replied 
Atherton. 

“Gad, you'd remember the meeting if you were the chap I 
took you for,” said Carruthers. As he turned away I noticed a 
peculiar smile on Atherton’s face. 

* Come up to my room after supper,’’ my employer remarked 
to me; ‘*I have some work for you.” 

The “ work ” proved to be the manufacture of a detail map of 
«“ Magalloway Plantation, State of Maine.” 

I had an old map of the Plantation. This we enlarged toa 
scale of about one mile to an inch, and at Atherton’s suggestion I 
indicated every brook and its most insignificant tributary within 
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a radius of a dozen miles, together with the ranges of hills, tim- 
ber land, roads, and trails. 

It was well into the morning ere the map was completed, and 
we breakfasted late. Carruthers and Miss Vaughn had gone 
away for the day; drove off toward Upton, landlord White saig, 
in response to Atherton’s casual inquiry. “ That being the case, 
Samuel,” my employer remarked to me, “we will follow the 
advise of one Walton, and go a-fishing.” 

An hour later found us on the Diamond River, at “ the Rips,” 
a mile and a half of swift water without a pool. Although I 
announced that here was the best fishing for a dozen miles about, 
Atherton left me with the remark, * Fish, thei, and be happy,” 
and went up stream. 

I followed leisurely, zigzaging in long reaches across the river 
because of the current. It was too bright for good fishing, but 
when I reached the head of the Rips I was satisfied with my 
catch, and here I made a discovery that caused me to reel up my 
line and go in quest of Atherton. Away up on the Diamond, in 
a wild gorge through which the river is a roaring, foam-flecked 
torrent, I found him, perched on a monster boulder, drawing 
lazily on his pipe and examining the map we had made the night 
before. ‘Any luck?” I sang out. 

* Not arise. (Guess all the fish are below.” 

* Perhaps you’d have better success if you took your bait box,” 
I remarked, passing it over. 

“Hello! Did I leave that behind?” he asked, in some sur- 
prise. ‘I hadn’t missed it. We'll try the Dead Diamond to- 
morrow.” 

But he didn’t; for the next morning Carruthers was absent, 
and Miss Vaughn informed Atherton that he had gone away for 
several days on business. “ Then,’’ remarked my patron, with a 
dazzling smile, “I suppose we may resume our studies in 
Chopin.” 

During the next few days, there being no call for my services, 
I had nothing to do but wonder what sort of a game Atherton 
was playing; whether he was simply amusing himself with Miss 
Vaughn, or whether his “intentions” were serious. If the 
former, I told myself that I would call him to account the 


& 
ie 
4 
i | 
| 
i. 
ip 3 
4 
i 


THE LOST BROOK TRAIL. =<" 


moment he ceased to be my employer. My regard for the young 
lady was as warm as it was unsuspected. 

My worldly experience had not been large. Certainly I never 
saw a man make love so rapidly, so dashingly, and irresistibly as 
Atherton ; and I was merely a spectator at long range. There 
were rambles in the woods and fields in the forenoon, drives in 
the afternoon, and ¢téte-d-tétes in the remotest corner of the 
veranda when the moon silvered the drifting logs on the Magallo- 
way. When the pair were about the hotel the piano was going 
nearly all the time, and sometimes Atherton sang in a fine tenor 
voice, and, it seemed to me, with rare skill, songs that breathed 
of passion and romance, and which, from the brief but eloquent 
silence that usually followed them, must have had the desired 
effect. Coming around the corner of the house one evening, I 
overheard the following fragment of conversation: “No, Ned, 
dear; Dad would kill me if he knew I even hinted at it. For 
all he looks so good-natured, he is the most violent man in the 
world. There, don’t rample my hair. Mrs. White has the chief 
failing of her sex in an aggravated form, and if” — At this 
point I beat an honorable retreat, with the reflection that Car- 
ruthers had better stay at home and look after his fences before 
they were all down. 

Atherton spoke no more to me of Miss Vaughn. Once, when 
I complimented him jokingly upon his skill as a heartbreaker, he 
answered, with pretended solemnity, “ Samuel, I am heaving an 
anchor to windward,” a remark which I gave up attempting to 
fathom after pondering over it the better part of the day. 

On the fourth day Carruthers returned. Somewhat to my 
surprise, Atherton did not contest with him the possession of Miss 
Vaughn’s society, but resumed his fishing excursions. Yet he 
fished little or none. Toward sundown I usually found him at 
the head of the brook, dozing on the bank, or so engrossed with 
his thoughts that he did not notice my approach. This continued 
for the rest of the week. 

Monday morning I rose very early, as was my habit, and as I 
was feeling in unusually good spirits, I took a long stroll up what 
is known as the Black Brook road, a corduroy affair formerly used 
for lumbering purposes. On my return I digressed into the woods 
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to follow what looked to be but failed to prove a deer track, and 
when [ returned to the road I heard the sound of carriage wheels. 
A buckboard had passed, and as it disappeared around a twist in 
the road I was certain that the travelers were Carruthers and 
Miss Vaughn. I was more certain, if possible, when, on return- 
ing to the hotel, I learned that they had driven away shortly 
before. I mentioned the circumstance to Atherton, and he 
seemed pleased for no apparent reason. 

Carruthers and Miss Vaughn did not return that night. I had 
an explanation handy, but as it was not asked for, I kept it to 
myself. On the following morning Atherton observed to me : «I 
believe that there is only one more brook on our map to fish.” 

Yes; Black Brook.” 

“ We'll fish that to-day.” 

A ten-mile drive brought us to our destination, a dismantled 
lumber works, deserted these many years. In the shed attached 
to the cabin we discovered a buckboard ; the horse that had drawn 
it was doubtless in a neighboring bit of pasturage. Atherton made 
no comment, nor did I. 

After caring for our horse and eating a lunch, we jointed our 
rods and got on the brook. Atherton for once did not hurry away, 
but fished ahead, never more than a few rods away. He fished 
carelessly, however, as if his eyes and mind were bent on some- 
thing besides his rod and line, 

To avoid a pool that defied our wading boots, we clambered up 
the right bank and struck the old lumber trail, now so grown over 
that it was the blindest of paths. We had gone but a few yards 
when I heard an exclamation from Atherton, and when I came up 
to him, he was on his knees, examining a mud-hole in the path, 
caused by a spring that gushed from a little ledge at the right. 
On the farther side of the bog was a single bootprint, so deep in the 
mud, however, that the size of the foot could only be guessed at. 
a a *“ This would seem to indicate,” remarked Atherton, glancing 
iy up at me, ‘that some one had passed this way since the snow 


Tt went off.” 

i) * And this,’ I added, showing him the disturbed bushes at the 
left, ““ would seem to indicate that some other fisherman had taken 
the trouble to go round.” 


4 
it 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
} 
} 
- 
if 


THE LOST BROOK TRAIL. 9 


« Well reasoned, Samuel,” he smiled. “ Fishermen usually go 
out of their way to avoid a few inches of mud. Never mind the 
brook, but follow me.” 

'The exhibition of woodcraft that Atherton now displayed 
astonished me. Half a dozen times the trail led off onto the 
mountain, and more than once, after clambering over a giant 
windfall, my eyes, trained by long experience, would have been 
bothered for a few minutes to discover the elusive track. But I 
had only to follow Atherton. He was never at fault. 

Suddenly the trail ran off into the brook, and there, apparently, 
was an end of it. Atherton noted with evident satisfaction vague 
bootprints on the bit of pebbly beach made by the receding waters. 
They led straight to the bed of the stream, and vanished in the 
swift water. 

Atherton beat the bushes on the opposite bank, but found not a 
vestige of a trail. For fifty feet each way the brush was prac- 
ticably impenetrable. He tried the right bank, beyond where the 
trail had come down, with a like result. Then he lighted his 
pipe, threaded a worm on his hook, and moved slowly up the 
brook, casting occasionally, and I noticed that his gaze was ex- 
ploring every foot of the banks. 

A bend in the brook brought us to as lovely a spot as it has 
ever been my pleasure to look upon. ‘To our right the mountain 
around which the stream wound straightened up for a height of 
two hundred feet, the top of the precipice being surmounted by a 
mass of jygged, naked rock that hung, grim and threatening, over 
the gorge. Before us a cataract of wondrous beauty flung itself 
from a shelf thirty feet overhead, and plunged into a dark and 
frowning pool. To our left was the forest, rising, tree upon tree, 
to the brink of the cascade. 

Atherton stopped short, with an emphatic, « Well, I’m damned!” 
I supposed he was impressed with the majesty of Nature’s picture, 
but he had not given it a thought. 

* This black pool, which only a giant could wade, is the logical 
termination of the trail,” he murmured. Mindful of my pledge 
to refrain from comment on his method of fishing, I kept silence. 

“ Wait for me a few minutes,” he requested, swinging his 
basket from his shoulder. From the basket, in which there was 
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not a fish, he took a pair of field-glasses and a pair of lineman’s 
spurs. He slung the glasses around his neck, fastened the spurs 
to his heels, and, skirting the pool, began the tedious and perilous 
ascent of the cliff down which the cataract tumbled. What the 
deuce did he want the spurs for, I wondered. I soon saw. After 
reaching the top of the ledge he took a brief rest, and then began 
to move up the trunk of alone pine that dominated the gorge. 
He had been gone nearly half an hour, when the rattling of loose 
stones told me that Atherton was descending. I watched him 
silently as he let himself down the cliff and regained my side, and 
then my curiosity slopped over. 

«Mr. Atherton,” said I, **if you will raise the embargo on my 
tongue for a few seconds, it will afford me a large measure of 
satisfaction to remark that you are the damnedest fisherman I ever 
knew.” 

* Certainly, my boy,” was his imperturbable response ; “and 
let me say, in return, that you are the damnedest map-maker I 
ever employed.” 

“Ah?” IT remarked questioningly, not having an idea what he 
was driving at. 

** Look,” said he, taking the map from his pocket and spreading 
it onarock. “ Here is Black Brook, and here you have indicated 
this cascade, with the mountain on the right. On the left you 
have marked, ‘High plateau. Heavy timber land, owned by 
Berlin Lumber Company and untouched for fifty years.’ From 
the spot where we stand, to the old lumber works where we struck 
in on the brook, you have not indicated a single tributary.” 

There is none.” 

«Pardon me; there must be. Near the top of that pine I found 
a coign of vantage from which an unobstructed view was to be 
had, and I leveled my field-glasses over the sea of tree-tops that 
stretches away to the northeast, unbroken, as far as I could see, by 
a single clearing — the great woods of Maine. But that there ‘x 


a clearing I have reason to believe. My glasses caught far up the 
valley — for there is a valley, in spite of your map —a slender 
column of smoke, almost lost in the haze of the atmosphere.”’ 


«* And what do you conclude ?”’ I asked, as he paused. 
* That where there is a valley in this country there is a brook, 
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and that brook, my study of the country convinces me, must join 
Black Brook between here and the old lumber works.” 

“I believe you're right,” I burst out suddenly, after racking 
my brains for several minutes. “I remember my father speaking 
of a brook that came down from the north and joined Black Brook 
below the falls. But it has been lost these five years. My 
acquaintance with Black Brook dates back as far as that, and 
during that period, in the score of times I have fished through 
here, I recall no such tributary.” 

«« Nevertheless, I believe there is one, and that we need not 
look for it below the spot where the lumber trail ran off into the 
brook.” 

We retraced our steps slowly, Atherton keeping up a pretense of 
fishing. Suddenly he stopped, and held up one hand. « Listen!” 
he eried. 

The brook at this point was broad and comparatively tranquil, 
and above the gentle swish of the current I heard the gurgle of 
swifter water. 

Atherton pointed a convincing finger at an object on the north 
bank, which had not attracted his serious attention when he passed 
up the stream. It was the heap of dead boughs familiar to fisher- 
men who have toiled up streams by which has rung the woods- 
man’s ax. This particular brush heap was fully a dozen feet 
high. About midway of it a huge birch bough, which had been 
half torn from its parent trunk, hung down into the stream. 
«“ Wait a minute,” smiled Atherton, as I started forward ; “ I want 
to make this exposé as dramatic as possible.” 

He pulled himself up the bank and plunged into the bushes, 
where I heard him thrashing about. A suspicion of what I was 
later to know was flitting through my brain. 

« Nature has been cleverly improved upon,” Atherton reported. 
“ For fully fifty feet into the wood a man could scarcely cut his 
way past this spot with an ax. And now, Samuel,” he cried, 
drawing aside the birchen bough, * behold the opening of the Lost 
Brook Trail!” 

We peered into the aperture thus made, and saw the outlet of a 
good-sized brook. 


Atherton dropped the bough, threw himself on the bank, and 
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motioned me to aseat at his side. “Sam, my boy,” said he, in such 
a grave voice that I looked up in surprise, “ although I have your 
promise — given, perhaps, as you may have thought it was asked, 
lightly —to stand by me in any adventure that might present 
itself, you are at liberty now, if you so desire, to return to the 
hotel and leave me to finish the work I have begun. Yonder,” 
pointing to the northeast, “lies danger.” 

«Mr. Atherton,” I replied, after a few moments of thought, 
“to redeem the pledge I gave you, I only desire your assurance 
that the enterprise on which you are engaged is an honest one.” 

** That you may have freely. I do not care to say more until 
I am assured that I am not off my reckoning. But, if I have 
correctly sized up the situation, I have desperate men to deal 
with, and it may be dangerous for you to be found in my company. 
I do not ask for your active support unless an emergency should 
require it. What do you say now?” 

For answer I extended my hand, which he gripped without other 
comment. 

*“ Three o’clock,’’ said Atherton, glancing at his watch and 
rising. ‘ We will leave our rods and baskets here. You have a 
revolver?” I nodded. “You may need it; and now,” —as he 
lifted the bough that screened the mouth of the new-found brook, 
— ‘leave faint-heartedness behind, all ye who enter here!” 

For a few feet we had to almost wallow in the bed of the brook, 
but as we advanced, the aqueduct of boughs, as Atherton happily 
characterized it, enlarged sufficiently to afford a comparatively 
clear passage. So cunningly had nature been utilized that a 
fisherman blundering into the place would not have given its for- 
mation a second thought. On each side small trees had been 
felled, boughs interlaced, and old logs carelessly piled, so that for 
fifty yards or more the brook and the valley through which it 
coursed were effectually concealed, as travel past the outlet was 
possible only in the bed of Black Brook or along its south bank. 

The aqueduct gradually expanded until we found ourselves in 
the woods, beside as handsome a trout brook as the wilderness 
holds. As it had been a “close” stream for a number of years, I 
promised myself excellent fishing at some future time. 

For half a mile or more our only route was the brook, but search 
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for a trail was finally rewarded, and our subsequent progress 
became as rapid as was consistent with the prudence exercised by 
Atherton. 

“Softly, my boy,” he called back to me. “One could hear you 
coming a mile off.” 

“I am not an Indian,” I replied, and at that moment I made a 
break that would have disgraced a tenderfoot. I caught my boot 
on a snag and fell headlong. 

Atherton laughed. “You may be able to track a deer,” said 
he, **but you'd never do to run down moonshiners. Slow up 


here,” he added, before I had opportunity to reply. “I’m going 
ahead.” With that he glided away as noiselessly as a snake. 

For two hours I tramped over the vilest of trails, clambering 
over fallen trees that crumbled into dust beneath my weight, and 
toiling through swamps into which I sank to my knees. In spite 
of Atherton’s caution, I had traveled at a rapid pace, which finally 
told on me, and I threw myself down beside a spring to rest. 

As I resumed my tramp, I came upon a bit of paper fluttering 
from a raspberry bush.. It was a message, and I comprehended 
its half dozen words in some perturbation: “ Turn to the right. 
Lay low.” 

A partial explanation of this message was shortly presented by 
the forking of the trail. The main track kept along and across 
the brook, while a second path led up the hill. I should not have 
detected this path had not a tall bush which screened it been bent 
down. 

The sun was declining, and twilight comes swiftly in the forest- 
I had not proceeded far when I saw through the brush the disper- 
sion of shadow which betokened a clearing, and toward this I 
crawled on my hands and knees. 

The tension on my nerves was increased by the sight of a log 
shanty on the farther side of the clearing. No smoke issued from 
the blackened chimney, and the place appeared deserted. There 
was an entrance midway of the shanty, and on each side a sashless 
window. In the center of the clearing the remains of a brush 
fire smoldered. 

As I peered forth upon this scene the bushes to the left were 
parted, and Bill Vaughn stepped into the open. As he walked 
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slowly toward the entrance to the shanty he glanced in at the 
window. He started back, wheeled, and bounded noiselessly to a 
small shed, from which he emerged with a double-barreled shot- 
gun. He again walked to the window, and I heard his voice, low 
and stern: **Come out of there!” 

As he stepped back and threw the shotgun across his arm, 
Atherton stood in the doorway. I never witnessed such magniti- 
cent nerve as the latter displayed. There was not a tremor in his 
voice as, flipping the ash from his cigar, he remarked nonchalantly, 
“Hello, Vaughn! Why this warlike demonstration?” 

An expression of frightful ferocity came into Vaughn's face. 
* What in hell are you doing here?” lt demanded, in a voive 
husky with passion. 

The reply came like a shot. “I was looking for you.” 

“ What!” roared the outlaw, and I heard the hammers of his 
gun go back. I had drawn and cocked my revolver, and it was 
pointed toward Vaughn’s bulky frame, but my hand shook so that 
if I had pressed the trigger the result would not likely have been 
fatal. 

“Yes,” continued Atherton, calmly, elevating his chin and 
blowing a cloud of smoke skyward; “I thought it might interest 
you to know that the sheriff and a couple of deputies were on 
your track.” 

“He lies!” shouted another voice, and I saw Carruthers, fol- 
lowed by Miss Vaughn, step into the clearing. “ He’s a damned 
spy, Bill,’ went on Carruthers, walking up to Atherton and 
staring into his face. “I thought I knew you, and now I’m 
certain of it. You’re the chap who put a ball through me in 
Bridgeport five years ago.” 

«“ Under the circumstances, I am sorry I did not aim better,” 
said Atherton, with an exasperating smile. 

* You'll be sorrier before long,” sneered the other. “ Keep 
him covered a moment, Bill, and Ill truss him up.” 

Carruthers went into the shanty, and reappeared with a coil of 
rope, at one end of which he fashioned a running noose. This 
he threw around Atherton’s shoulders, and dragged him ungently 
to the pine tree by which I was lying, scarce daring to breathe. 

When the trussing operation was completed Carruthers walked 
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away, and I thought it a seasonable time to let my employer know 
that the pledge I had given him was in good working order. I 
reached forth a cautious hand and gave the calf of his leg a 
reassuring squeeze. 

* Bliicher’s battalions!” I heard him murmur, and he called 
out cheerfully to his captors: “ Well, gentlemen, how long am I 
to be tied up here ?” 

* You'll find out soon enough,” flung back Carruthers. « Polly, 
put the kettle on,” — to Miss Vaughn. 

That young woman, from the moment of her appearance on the 
scene, had remained a silent witness of the dramatic affair, and I 
had well-nigh forgotten her existence. As she moved toward the 
shanty, in obedience to Carruthers’s careless order, she threw upon 
Atherton an expressive glance in which I saw the “anchor to 
windward” which Atherton had cast on the moonlit veranda at 
Brown’s Farm. Help would have been forthcoming from that 
quarter, I felt assured. 

“For God's sake, Sam,” whispered Atherton, “cut this rope. 
These cursed mosquitoes are eating me alive.” 

* All right,’ I replied; “but don’t make a move until I get 
that gun.”’ 

“Good boy!” he muttered, comprehending my plan, which 
was to work my way around the clearing and capture the shotgun 
that Vaughn had stood against the end of the shanty. 

* What’s all that?” called out Carruthers sharply, pausing in 
the act of throwing an armful of brush upon the smoldering fire. 

“I was merely remarking,” returned Atherton mildly, « that 
the mosquitoes were devilish thick.” 

Carruthers chuckled. “You ought to thank your stars that 
the black fly season has gone by,” said he. 

I drew my fishing knife, and with infinite caution cut through 
Atherton’s bonds until they hung by a thread; then I dropped on 
my stomach and crawled away in the brush. The crackling of 
the fire drowned the slight rustle that accompanied my progress. 
Vaughn and Carruthers sprawled on the ground beside the fire, 
smoking and conversing in low tones. ‘+ Polly,” her skirts tucked 
up in picturesque fashion, had «put the kettle on,’’ and it was 
singing merrily over the flames. 
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I reached the desired point at last, and I was not a moment too 
soon. Goaded to desperation by the assaults of the mosquitoes, 
Atherton had raised a hand to brush them from his tortured face, 
and Carruthers’s watchful eye had caught the movement. The 
latter sprang up and started toward the tree. 

I saw Atherton drop his hand behind him, and an instant later 
his arm straightened. “Stop!” he cried. With an oath Car- 
ruthers leaped forward. There was a flash and he went down like 
a log. 

With a bellow of rage Vaughn turned for his gun. But it was in 
my hands, and pointed at his heart. Sam Gilkey!” he cried in 
astonishment, and the reproach in his voice staggered me a bit. 

“] don’t know as much about this affair as you do, Bill,” said 
I, “but you'll oblige me by throwing up your hands. This gun 
may go off.” 

Slowly his hands went up, and came down with a jerk. Ather- 
ton had slipped up behind him and pinioned him with the rope 
that lately bound his own form. “Blow his head off, Sam, if he 
moves,” said Atherton, twisting the cords about the giant’s arms 
and legs. 

After Vaughn had been rendered null and void, I walked to 
where Carruthers lay, face down, and turned him over. “ He’s 
dead!” I reported, and turned away horror stricken. 

“ He will not remark again on my shooting ability,” said Ath- 
erton coolly. “Keep Vaughn covered, Sam. He’s a muscular 
devil, and that rope is none too strong. And now, Polly Edwards,” 
— taking a fish-line from his pocket and advancing to Miss Vaughn, 
who, when the shot was fired, had rushed from the shanty and 
stood transfixed with terror, — “ your hands, if you please.” 

“Ned! ”’ 

I shall never forget that cry. It pierced my heart like a knife 
blade. If Atherton was affected, there was no evidence of it in 
his quiet rejoinder: “I regret, Polly, that my duty rises superior 
to my natural sentiments.” 

*“ Who are you?” panted the girl, as Atherton wound the line 
gently about her arms. 

« Edward Marlowe, United States secret service, at your service,” 
he replied. ‘Gad! I gave her credit for more nerve,” he added 
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quickly, as he caught the fainting girl in his arms. “Get some 
water, Sam. I'll look after Vaughn.”’ 

I was dazed and hot all over. I felt a bitter and unreasoning 
resentment toward Atherton, which was intensified as I watched 
him laving the unconscious girl’s temples, with the tenderness of a 
lover. Vaughn hardly needed watching. He sat by the fire, his 
head sunk upon his breast. 

Atherton bore Polly — for such it seemed was her name —to a 
near-by bank of greensward, and, taking off his coat, he rolled it 
up and placed it beneath her head. « Feel all right now?” he 
asked, as she opened her eyes. She turned her head away. 

Atherton lit a cigar with a brand from the fire, and turned to 
me. ‘ Sam, my boy,’’ said he, “that gentleman who is growing 
cold over yonder was one of the most dangerous counterfeiters 
that ever operated in the East. Five years ago he was in the 
green goods business, and I helped to arrest him in Bridgeport. 
This fellow’ — with a gesture toward Vaughn, who never raised 
his head — “is entitled to more consideration; he was led into it 
through his daughter, though I imagine the State will want him 
for that game-warden affair. Polly, here, ‘ shoved the queer.’ Tn 
that shanty you will find a complete lay-out for the free coinage 
of silver at the ratio of sixteen to nothing.” 

I had nothing to say. A sob from Polly broke the silence. 

“Sam,” said Atherton, “see if you can find a lantern or two 
in that shanty. We shall have a devil of a time getting out of 
here.” 
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A Modern De Pompadour. 


BY JENNIE BULLARD WATERBURY. 


§T was the night of the Mid-Lent Ball at the Opera, 
and Victor was in his element. He stood with 
pincushiony legs wide apart, his fat little 
stomach, Punch-like, hanging down between, 

“Smd his shrewd little head cocked on one side 
like a wise canary. 


Pierre was bustling about, preparing hot 
peignoirs, sending off boxes containing miraculous wigs in every 
style known and unknown to the modern coiffure; and all the 
gas jets were aflame, and the little stove was throwing out heat 
enough for a shop twice the size. There was an odor of expec- 
tancy in the air. 

“She'll arrive,” stated Victor, “at eleven o'clock less the 
quarter. That is the hour she always arrives. She will drive up 
in a coupé, and the maid will enter like a whirlwind and ask if 
everything is ready; and then she will fly back to the coupé, and 
assist Madame to descend ; and Madame will enter slowly, done 
up in furs and chiffon, scented with my latest perfume, odorifer- 
ous of violettes de Parme. She will seat herself in that chair,’’ 
pointing to a fauteuil in front of the largest mirror, “and there 
she will consult with me as to the latest creation. You know I 
live the whole year but for this moment. The moment when I 
reveal to my best client the result of my labors, the sum total of 
my genius for invention, invention of a novel scent, or a chic 
coiffure, seizure of a fad out of which to assume my opportunity. 
Do you remember,” and here Victor threw back his chin, which 
years had creased into a chubby apology of its original dimpled 
contour, into a little fat pocket of flesh, which meant nothing so 
much as a surplus of adipose tissue, “do you remember the year 
when the Empress grew weary of Worth, and sent him back his 
latest creation, fashioned from the depths of his tortured nerves 

18 


| 
| 
| q 
| } 
— 
ir 
4 
| 
if | 
| 
4 


A MODERN DE POMPADOUR. 19 


to suit her whims? how she returned the whole costume and all its 
appurtenances in a carton, snipped to pieces with Her Majesty’s 
scissors? That day —shall I ever forget it ?— I designed a coiffure 
about which the whole of Paris was talking in a week; a coiffure @ 
'Imperatrice. It was made of little pieces of ribbon, and flowers, 
and a pouf of brocade, and a feather, and a pompon; and out 
from under it looked the Empress’ Titian-colored hair, and 
almond-shaped eyes, and beautiful lips. It takes real genius thus 
to seize the talk of the town and apply it to one’s art.” 

*“ Humph,” returned Pierre, who was setting out the alcohol 
lamp, and giving a whiff, with a new evaporate of violettes de 
Parme to the already overcharged air, and polishing the handles 
of the curling tongs with the end of his alpaca coat tail, « humph, 
I remember how one of the Empress’ lackeys came here in post 
haste, and signified in a rage that if you did not withdraw your 
‘nefarious invention’ you would be clapped into La Roquette be- 
fore nightfall.” 

“Softly, softly,” retorted Victor, with a roguish twinkle in his 
eyes, and a nest of wrinkles running off into his hair along by 
the temples, as his whole physiognomy beamed with self-satis- 
faction. “Tut, tut, merely talk. Why, I advertised Her 
Majesty’s whims, and I augmented Worth’s fame, and I put thirty 
thousand francs in my pocket. I should have been unwise indeed 
to desire more. 

“ Madame ?” 

His radiant visage had suddenly altered from fatuous self-con- 
sciousness to obsequious interrogation. The bell of his door had 
rung violently, and a discreet-looking maid stood in the little 
doorway of the shop. 

“ Ready?” she demanded briefly. 

“At Madame’s orders.” 

“Shall we be alone? She particularly demands to-night that 
we shall be undisturbed for an hour.” 

At Madame’s service.” 

Victor was bowing almost to the ground. Pierre likewise. 
The maid vanished, to reappear almost instantly with a bundle of 
fur and lace, which leaned wearily upon her arm. 

When the bundle arrived at the fauteuil which was drawn up in 
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front of the mirror under the light of the flaring gas, the figure 
revealed itself as a woman of about thirty-five years of age, with 
a pale, beautiful face, and dressed in the height of a fashion 
peculiarly her own. She was, without doubt, an individuality. 
Mistress, to a supreme degree, of that air of being somebody, 
which is so often sought for and so seldom attained. 

** Well,”’ she said, preparing to loosen the strings of her hood. 
She wore a puff of pink silk on her head, with a fall of lace 
almost covering her face, and a bunch of lace and violets gather- 
ing its fulness intoa puffing in front, and again in the back of the 
neck. ‘ What do you propose for me to-night, mon ami?” 

Victor puffed. He commenced to remove his towels from the 
heater where they had been lying, and to pull out the drawers of 
the table at which his client was seated. His face was beaming 
with good nature and gratified pride. His little fat hands began 
to gesticulate violently. 

“If Madame will leave to me the entire arrangement,” he 
begged, almost in a whisper, “I will promise to outdo any cos- 
tume at to-night’s ball.” 

“IT place myself at your disposition.” 

Entirely? ”’ 

Entirely.” 

“TI promise,” cried Victor, “to conquer in this night not only 
my adversaries, but my followers in future generations. With 
such a gift as Madame’s confidence, as Madame’s elegance, as 
Madame’s beauty, with which to frame my talent, I am a man 
inspired. I feel within me a pulse so big, a svul so earnest, that 
my art seems more a religion than an art. A religion which 
acknowledges me as its prophet.” 

He loosened his client’s hood, hung it up on a peg on the wall, 
divested her of her long cloak of cream-colored satin lined with 
ermine, and stood before her in an ecstasy of contemplation. 

The woman sat listening to him silently. A little half smile 
lurked in her eyes and about her painted lips. She sat reposefully, 
waiting expectantly, amused, right royally amused. All her 
weariness had fallen from her with her outdoor garments. She 
was evidently studying Victor delightedly, and acknowledged him, 
in her heart, something worth looking at. 
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What do you propose?” 

«You must go to the ball to-night as De Pompadour.” 

«Costume Louis XV?” 

«“ The same.” 

“ Why ‘De Pompadour’ ?” 

«Ah, there is where my art is so different from the art of my 
rivals. That is the why and wherefore you will be famous to- 
morrow. Know, then, Madame, that an illustrious journalist is 
tearing down, in a record of the empire, our preconceived theories 
as to De Pompadour. Heclaims she was not beautiful, —in sum, 
he claims for her everything which is ugly. We Parisians, we 
love the beautiful. It is our god, in women, in art, in emotion. 
We claim the right to hold on to it. J claim that right.” 

Victor’s figure swelled fit to burst. He drew a dingy pocket- 
handkerchief from the pocket of his velvet coat, and wiped his 
eyes. They were swimming in tears. 

“7 can say nothing, Madame, to this famous man who has earned 
the right to say his say through his newspapers, and has chosen to 
send the beautiful De Pompadour down to posterity as a monster. 
I can say nothing. I can write nothing. Who would listen to 
the protest of a coiffeur? I can only read, and wring my hands 
at the desecration of a woman like you, who lent to her century, 
as you have to yours, her grace and charm to the unveiling of 
truth. My protest, therefore, shall be silent, but none the less 
forcible. You shall be my protest. You shall bid the cavillers at 
past imperial glories bow down before the grace of a day that is 
dead, a day when women considered the poor cotffeur their saving 
means of grace. De Pompadour, Madame, was one of these. 
You shall be my exponent after her.” 

He stopped, exhausted. He mopped his face. Its pores were 
exuding great drops of perspiration. 

“ But, with all my heart. But you are admirable, mon petit 
Victor. But you plead for your cause like a general pleading for 
his army. Iam yours. Make me De Pompadour. Beautiful, 
young, adored. We will play into one another’s hands, if you will. 
What an artist you are, but what an artist! If you could only 
have lived in the time of the Louis, you would have been esteemed 
at your just valuation. Begin.” 
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Victor quickly unknotted her mass of magnificent hair, and 
brushed it scientifically, while forth from his lips poured a rushing 
river of his hopes, and fears, and past doings, and present hopings. 

“Tt is not all for art,” he confessed, a little shamefacedly, * but 
for fame. I am growing old. Oh, Madame knows it,” as his 
client made a little rebellious movement with her head. My 
day threatens to pass. I must make my best effort to-night to 
brush away the dust of ages, by piling up the flowers of memory. 
For a powerful rival stands in my way. A woman, in my pro- 
fession! If Madame will believe it, she has installed herself on 
the Boulevard Haussmann, just around the corner, and there, ina 
shop ten times as big as mine, she emulates me. She places in 
her window heads of as marvelous a construction as mine. She 
is rapidly absorbing my clientele, who have tired of my small 
quarters and think me out of date. But there is only one ¢ Vic- 
tor.’ 

There was an indistinct murmur from his client, which signified 
she was endeavoring to answer from under her mass of hair, 
«“ But how could there be two such ?” 

Victor stopped just long enough to pretend to deny the soft 
impeachment, and then continued more and more animatedly. 
«“ Will you believe,” he said vivaciously, “that she said to a 
friend of mine, she was guilty of confessing to a friend of mine, 
that she wished to ‘steal my methods as well as my arts’? Can 
one imagine any greater or more profound perfidy ?” 

“It would be difficult,’ — from under the masses of hair. 

Then, as he rolled it off her face, she looked straight at him in 
the glass ahead of her, and he caught the reflection of her eyes, 
as his practised hand prepared to construct her coiffure after an 
old print @ la Louis XV. 

«“ What is her name?” 

“Stephanie. She calls herself ‘Stephanie.’ ’ 

Do you know her?” 

have never seen her.” 

« Ah, my poor Victor!” 

There was a long pause. The lovely client was divested of her 
dress, and laced up ina brocade as emulative of past grandeurs 
as the wonderful construction of flowers and feathers on her head. 
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She was a radiant vision. Three little black patches set off the 
dazzling whiteness of her skin. There was even a tiny patch 
between the creamy fairness of her dimpled shoulders. There 
were mitts for her dainty hands, sparkling with magnificent rings. 

And, when finished, she was the exact image of De Pompadour 
the enchantress, De Pompadour the young, De Pompadour the all- 
powerful, who gained political distinction through personal charm, 
and made a slave of a man and a tool of her king. 

Over this enchanting vision was finally fastened a loup,— one 
of those tiny masks which hide the nose and forehead. A rich 
fall of lace covered the cleft chin. In one corner, over the tem- 
ple, was embroidered a monogram. 

A final spray of violettes de Parme @ la Victor was added from 
the evaporator, as a finishing touch, and assuming the aforesaid 
hood and the white satin cloak, the new De Pompadour called for 
her maid. 

“ Bon soir, Madame. The greatest success will be yours. 
Vouchsafe to me but a word to tell me of your triumphs. Your 
triumphs will be mine.” 

“Why not witness it, since you are a party to it?” came from 
behind the mask. ‘Don one of your dominoes, of which you 
provide so many for your clients, and come to the Opera, and wit- 
ness me take the prize.” 

Victor hesitated. “The heat,” he said, “and then the crowd; 
I should be unable to find Madame.” 

* As you will.” The door closed, and she was gone. 

“Quick! ’’ cried Victor to Pierre, * quick! my domino. I will 
discover my client’s identity to-night, or die in the attempt.” 

The fagade of the Opera House was lit up brilliantly with 
fringes of light. Three mounted policemen stood guard. The 
Rue Halévy was a congested river of cabs and private carriages. 
The boulevards were light and bright as electricity could make 
them, and a pushing crowd, costumed and uncostumed, dominoed 
and masked, bewhiskered and befrilled, surged up and down the 
steps of the National Academy of Music, turned this night into 
a Palace of Pleasure where all who paid, or danced, or jollified, 
might read, enjoy, and digest. 
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As Victor scrambled up the steps as fast as his fat legs could 
earry him, the band of the Republican Guard, stationed at the 
first marble balcony to the right of the marble staircase, burst 
forth with the intoxicating syncopated measure of the ‘* Habenera.” 
Dominoes pink, and blue, and green, and yellow, and orange, 
swung in a whirl of kaleidoscopic color across the polished 
floor of the foyer, around into the buffet, and up and down the 
staircase, which threw out into greater prominence from its back- 
ground of purity and immaculate perfection of outline and sub- 
stance, the lilting, tilting throng, who, intoxicated with themselves 
and each other, tossed and heaved, in a billow of light, under the 
dazzling rays of the electric light. 

In the ball-room a gigantic May-pole was erected, and hundreds 
of men and women, attired as shepherds and shepherdesses, tied 
and untied, and twisted in and out, above and under, the tri- 
colored ribbons which hung from the top of the pole. A Queen 
of the May, who bore the trace of*more winters than summers, 
reclined in a chair fashioned like a big primrose, and daffy-down- 
dillys danced about her in hundreds, and lilies-of-the-valley stood 
bunched as her maids of honor. 

The air was used up and stifling. Victor searched the entire 
building before he discovered his “creation.” She stood behind 
a pillar in the vestibule, chatting with a number of masks. 

The De Pompadour costume was a great success. Victor heard 
praises bestowed upon it right and left until his overcharged heart 
was fit to burst. The satire it contained, the seizure of the topic 
of the hour upon which to embroider his, Victor's, identity, how- 
ever, was not remarked as universally or as conspicuously as Victor 
desired. He determined to make it even more marked, by a ruse. 

Three masks stood under a bunch of lights pink-globed and cast- 
ing about that corner of the corridor a rosy hue. Victor addressed 
them. “Hullo, my comrades. That De Pompadour yonder. 
Would you know the why and the wherefore of her costume?” 

His voice was so gay, so noisy, so full of an audacious design 
to commit the crime of a revelation, that the maskers turned 
towards him as one man, and eagerly demanded its continuance. 

They moved in his direction, and in an instant he was sur- 
rounded. A danseuse, clad as a black butterfly, leaned her elbow 
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on his shoulder, and tapping his chin daringly, bade him continue. 
A Folly jumped up and down with glee, and clapped her hands 
joyfully, and eried, Hear, hear! Some fun last,’’ — until 
every point of her costume jingled as though with expectant glee. 

A clown sprang up on to the shoulders of a passing domino, 
and, flourishing his conical-shaped hat between his finger and thumb, 
announced in stentorian tones: “ Mesdames et Messieurs, listen 
to the great speech of the unknown. Subject, De Pompadour.” 

Victor stepped forward. He made up his mind his hour had 
come. Fired with resolve, he determined to become famous. 
« My friends,”’ he began. “The De Pompadour, one of our god- 
desses, one of our historical goddesses, has recently been assailed 
in the columns of one of our leading journals. The writer of this 
article has denied her once famous beauty. I propose to-night to 
reaffirm it. De Pompadour assumed at one time the empire over 
crowned hearts. That lady,’’ and he pointed to the now conspic- 
uous figure of his client, from whom her companions had fallen 
away, as though for the first time remarking her wonderfully 
beautiful costume, instead of solely her brilliant sallies — + that 
lady has been chosen to fill this réle because of her grace, her 
elegance, her charm. She fills it; but she is better than the 
original, finer, fairer. I ask of you, could there be anything more 
ravishing than that coiffure, than that regal air of hers? Would 
the republic were an empire again, if only to make her its 
queen!” 

“TI vote,” cried the clown, who had been struggling for utter- 
ance all through this rather exalted discourse, “ I vote we lift her 
in our arms, and bear her to the gallery above, as evidence that 
we have revolted at the aspersions cast to windward in regard to 
her beauty. There we will enthrone her, as she deserves, upon a 
throne formed of our shoulders and hands, and thus call into play 
out energies and signify our willingness to place ourselves in 
evidence as her slaves.” 

And then the tossing, heaving, laughing, frolicking crowd de- 
scended upon that luckless De Pompadour, and in spite of her pro- 
tests, carried her, more or less roughly, to the gallery above, 
where, on a throne formed of kneeling Pierettes, with a grouping 
of the lilies-of-the-valley behind her, and butterflies hovering 
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about her in the figures of the danseuses, who clambered up the 
marble pillars in order to gaze upon the radiant figure in their 
midst, she was crowned the Queen of the Mid-Lent night. 
Victor's joy knew no bounds. From domino to domino he 
flew, gesticulating violently, explaining vociferously, arguing 


noisily, and indicating with his fat, stubby forefinger his idol, who, 
up there, at the point of vantage above the marvelous marble stair- 
case, held her little court until seven o'clock next morning. 

In the gray dawn Victor took her home. His head was whirl- 
ing. His limbs felt like sodden lumps of lifeless muscle. His 
eyes burned furiously. But for the five hundredth time in his 
career his heart had passed out of his keeping,— this time into 
the hands of De Pompadour, who never once had lifted her mask, 
in spite of all his pleadings and the pleadings of her comrades. 

The carriage drew up finally. The course was very short. 

Victor, half asleep, looked up as he assisted his companion to 
alight, and there before him, as in a dream, he perceived his own 
neighborhood. The butcher who sold high-priced game on his 
high-priced corner. The laundress next door,—and there was the 
shop of his rival, Stephanie ! 

The great show-windows were covered by iron shutters for the 
night, to be sure, but dancing above them, in gilt letters on a 
black ground, he read: “Stephanie. Coiffeur @ la Mode.” 

“ Where are we?” he ejaculated, choking. 

De Pompadour \aid her hand upon his arm. “ But enter,” she 
said, in the sweet voice he so well remembered. “ My shop is 
yours, mon petit Victor. You have brought me to-night a fame 
so great, a content so absolute, that I wish to thank you for it.” 

Bewildered, unable to comprehend it all, he gazed around him! 
At the counters, heaped with magnificent shell and rhinestone 
pins. At the mirrors lining the walls. At the long rows of 
cases containing cut-glass bottles of every color, and every scent 
extant. At the heavy velvet carpet. And finally at his adver- 
sary, who, unmasked, stood repentantly before him, her hands 
clasped together, and raised in pathetic appeal. 

“IT conzluded,” she explained, in the silvery voice he knew so 
well, “I concluded that you were the greatest artist in your 
line I knew. Whereas, before, I conceded your ability, I had not 
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conceded your originality. You conquered me. Why not, mon 
petit Victor, consolidate our interests and make together the house 
of houses for the coiffure? We will fashion wigs, we will create 
dyes, we will let loose upon the public eternal youth, elixirs of 
life. The world will come to us for our secrets. We will hang 
upon the peg of its weaknesses our united strength. We will 
all this the Maison Stephanie-Vietor. We will suppress the 
little shop in the Chaussée d’ Antin, and start a new one out of 
the munificence of your genius and my talent.” 

Victor stood regarding his adversary with blazing eyes. He 
had found his ideal, — a woman who understood him, who could 
help him drag his dreams out of chaos into light. 

«T have it,” he shouted rapturously, with a vigorous thump on 
a neighboring counter with his fat fist; “I have it. You shall be 
Madame Victor!” 

Agreed.” 

And that is the reason that the little shop on the Chaussée 
d@ Antin is no more, and that the Maison Stephanie-Victor makes 
a specialty on its self-advertising cards of a cupid, who, with a 
pair of asses’ ears perched upon his curly head, and a black 
domino over his naked dimpled arm, stands daringly confronting 
a tiny figure dressed as De Pompadour, who has drawn back in 
simulated rage, in order to better stab him with a jeweled hairpin 
she carries in one little mittened hand. 


The Parchment Diary. 


BY WILLIS B. LLOYD. 


IVE people, sitting on the piazza of the Crawford 
House, watched a little party of men and 
women who were starting out for the ascent 
of the Mt. Washington bridle path. As the 
conversation turned to reminiscences of travel, 


one of the party, who by his dress and bearing 
showed himself no stranger to adventure, 


said quietly : — 

«By the way, speaking of mountain climbing reminds me of 
the hardest ascent a friend of mine ever made. He had climbed 
the Himalayas from Simla and the Alps from Chamouni, but the 
hardest climb of his life was up the almost perpendicular cliffs of 
the Quarantania Mountain.” 

“ Quarantania?”’ said a member of the party. “I’ve heard of 
most of the famous mountains of the world, but I confess this one 
is new to me.” 

“It would be strange if it were familiar,” said the traveler, 
“for it is situated on the west bank of the River Jordan, quite 
outside the highways of travel even in the Holy Land. Yet 
among these rough, lonely cliffs, almost on the other side of the 
world, my friend happened upon a nugget of American romance.” 

Then, after a brief pause, “ Yes; it was undoubtedly one of the 
toughest climbs ever undertaken by any one,” he said, as if to 
close the subject. 

‘But you are not going to stop there, just when you have 
whetted our appetites for more?” asked a bright-eyed girl. “ We 
want to know all about the climb, how the ‘nugget’ was dis- 
covered, and all the rest.” 

Then, as the members of the group listened expectantly, the 
speaker continued : — 

* This friend of mine was on his way up the Jordan by camel- 
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back, from the Dead Sea, to Jericho. After leaving the 
barren, salt-washed shores of the soulless ocean of Sodom, the 
valley of the sacred river with its fresh-waving meadows and 
graceful copses of shade was welcome to the weary traveler. 
From eight to twenty miles in width, the Jordan sweeps westward 
to Mt. Hermon and the Sea of Galilee, flanked on the right by 
the grand hills of Moab and of Gilead, and on the left by a rugged 
range, of whose jutting cliffs Quarantania Mountain, overlooking 
the ancient city of Jericho, is the most prominent. 
“Tt was twilight when my friend reached the base of this tower- 
ing peak, the very one where Christ is said to have fasted forty days, 
and to have been tempted by the devil. As he rode along with his 
Arab guide, a series of little holes high up in the side of the cliffs 
attracted his attention. The guide offered no other explanation 
than that they were ‘caves,’ but a field-glass showed that they 
were not natural formations, and persistent inquiries of the guide 
brought out the fact that they were the cells of a strange order 
of Greek anchorites. These hermits never leave their solitary 
retreat, where they dwell almost as remote from the haunts of 
men as though they were on the planet Mars. Even their food 
they obtain in no ordinary way, but are fed by carriers from 
Jerusalem, who fill with supplies baskets let down by long ropes. 
*“ Beyond these few facts the guide could give no information ; 
but my adventurous friend had heard enough to whet his desire 
for a more intimate knowledge. Accordingly, at daybreak, he 
announced to his astonished guide his determination to scale the 
cliffs and examine the strange dwellings. The protests of the 
guide that never within the memory of man had a visitor 
ascended to the air-hung monastery were of no avail. 
«The ascent was a most difficult one, but the view was 
magnificent, and it was found, on reaching them, that what ap- 
peared from below to be mere pigeon-holes were in reality caves 
large enough to take in the hull of a gunboat. Beyond these, 
extending deep into the heart of the mountain, were many cells 
ranging along the edge of the rock, and lighted by tiny port- 
holes.” 
“And were they really inhabited?” asked one of the 
listeners eagerly. 


| 


80 THE PARCHMENT DIARY. 


« Yes, and by one of the strangest bands of religious enthusiasts 
that my friend had ever seen,—men stately in bearing and patriarchs 
in appearance, but curious as children concerning the world from 
which they had been so long separated. Even the sewing of their 
visitor’s shoes, the works of his watch, were new and strange to 
some of them, and they crowded around him, eager to see and 
examine every article of his attire. There was one monk, 
however, who took no part in these demonstrations. This was a 
man of perhaps sixty, most impressive in appearance, with his 
long white hair flowing over his brown home-spun scapular, bare 
feet, and a large lignum vite cross pendant upon his breast. 
His forehead was massive, his mouth expressive of spiritual resigna- 
tion; but it was the almost supernatural illumination of the eyes 
which held the visitor entranced. 

“Meantime, on the stone floor, a lunch was spread for the 
stranger, — consisting of olives, black bread, Jaffa oranges, and a 
stone cup of Russian gin, mellowed and softened by age. As he 
sat eating and talking in Arabic, he inadvertently used an English 
phrase. To his surprise, the white-haired monk started and 
turned pale. 

** You speak English,’ exclaimed my friend. 

«“* Yes,’ the monk answered haltingly; ‘I am an American.’ 

“His voice and look aroused my friend’s curiosity. Indeed, it 
convinced him that something besides religious enthusiasm had 
driven this man from his native land to this lifelong exile and 
isolation. Soit proved. During his two days’ stay in this strange 
monastery my friend heard from the monk’s own lips his strange 
story.” 

“Do tell it to us,” exclaimed the bright-eyed girl. Don’t 
say that you can’t remember it.” 

“ Better than that, I can give it to you almost in the monk’s 
exact words, for I can quote from my friend’s own records.”’ 

With these words, the speaker drew from his pocket a curious 
little parchment volume, whose worn covers were edged and 
embroidered with many-colored beads. “It belonged to my 
mountain-climbing friend,” he continued, in answer to their de- 
lighted exclamations, “‘and contains the record of this and many 
other strange stories gleaned in his travels. The beads upon the 
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edges were,” he explained, ‘sewed on by some Tyrolean peasant 
girls, on the eve of a clithb among the Tyrolean Alps. The 
curious pattern on the back was the work of an Indian woman 
whose husband gave him food and shelter after a tough ascent 


among the Rockies. In fact, every stitch, and every one of the 
curious pictures that you see here, stands for some daring ad- 
venture. The man simply could not live except in an atmosphere 


of danger. For awhile I was his companion in these adventures, 
but he finally grew too reckless even for me. A month ago he 
tempted fate for the last time.” 

*“ Then he no longer lives!” exclaimed one of the listeners. 

“No; he was killed by an avalanche while attempting to scale 
Mt. Blane once too often. In his will he left instructions that 
this diary should be sent to me, the former companion of his 
adventures. It reached me only yesterday.” 

Then, reverently turning to one of the last pages of the quaint 
diary, the speaker began reading from a carefully written page, 
which bore the heading: — 


“THE MONK'S STORY AS HE TOLD IT TO ME.” 


“ My early life was passed in the Catskills, where as a lad I 
attended school, and where I remained until I was nearly twenty. 
Looking back, I realize that I was a tensely strung, retiring 
boy, unlike my associates; but when I met Delia, my fair-haired 
little schoolmate, I felt that this was the only girl I could ever 
love. My affection and reverence for her grew with my years, 
until it seemed that her life was a part of mine. 

«“ When at twenty I went toa near-by village to learn stone- 
cutting I carried with me Delia’s promise that as soon as I 
finished my apprenticeship she would become my wife. Strong 
in body and mind, I worked as few men ever work, always with 
Delia and Delia’s happiness in mind. 

«“T was scarcely twenty-one, when Horace Wryburn, a man 
much older than myself, appeared in the little quarry town. In 
the fulness of my happiness I introduced him to Delia. He was a 
man of the world, polished and accomplished, all that an inex- 
perienced girl admires. 

* One evening, when I went to call upon Delia, I saw through 
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the cottage window Wryburn making passionate love to the girl. 
I heard her confess that she loved him, but must keep her promise 
to me. Frantic with grief, anger, and shame, I left the cottage 
and walked the hills all that night. The next day I released her 
from her promise. 

“I did not see Delia again until a month afterward, when she 
was in her coffin. She had died broken-hearted when the news 
came to her that Wryburn had a wife in England. Now that she 
was dead I forgave her; but I hated the man who had wrecked 
both our lives with a hatred into which passed all the intensity of 
my love for the dead girl. 

‘*‘ At first this hatred was only a blind passion, but as weeks 
passed I was consumed by an overpowering desire to put an end 
to the existence of this robber of my happiness. For days I 
struggled against this horrible temptation. I avoided any spot 
where I could meet Wryburn. During the day I toiled early and 
late. At night I wandered for hours among the hills, vainly 


endeavoring to shake myself free from the thought that possessed 
me. It was useless. Every hour the temptation strengthened its 
grip. An unseen power seemed urging me to the deed which my 
soul abhorred. 


« Finally, there came a night when I unexpectedly came upon 
the man who had done the wrong. I was walking on the hills 
near the quarry when I saw Wryburn, reeking with liquor, a 
burning cigar stump between his teeth, staggering down the path 
to the powder magazine where the blasting stores were kept. A 
moment later he pushed open the door and reeled in. I stealthily 
followed him to the threshold, and peered through the half-open 
door. There, on a pile of sacking, the man lay, overcome by a 
drunken stupor. The cigar stump had fallen upon the sacking, 
and already a small red circle was widening around it. As I 
looked, it seemed as though the powers of heaven and hell strove 
within my soul. Ina few moments, at the most, the man who had 
ruined my life and that of the girl I loved would meet with such 
a death as he deserved,—and through no act of mine. On the 
other hand, every impulse of humanity urged me to rescue from 
so horrible a death the man who lay there helpless, at my mercy. 
As I stood with my eyes riveted upon the rapidly widening circle 
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of fire, which was inch by inch eating its way toward the powder, 
my soul hung for a moment in the balance. Then the powers of 
darkness grasped me with a mighty force. Staggering, panting, 
struggling, 1 felt myself forced back, away from the house where 
that helpless figure lay unconscious, on the very brink of eternity. 
A second later I dashed like mad along the road. 

“ Whether the man lived or died I shall never know. Half an 
hour after the terrific explosion occurred I had gathered up 
a few belongings and boarded a train for New York. The next 
day I took passage on a ship bound for the Mediterranean. 

* Then followed months in which I tramped and worked my 
way through Europe, trying vainly to escape even for a moment 
from the torturing memory that seemed burned into my brain. 
Finally, I sought refuge in the church. In religion I found the 
first hope of atonement for my sin. But it was not until I with- 
drew to this cloud-capped monastery and consecrated myself to a 
life of fasting and prayer that I have found a moment’s peace. 

“ Even now, after all these years of penance, I cannot rid myself 
of the fear that during those awful moments in which I yielded 
to the powers of evil my soul was forever lost.” 


; 


A Honeymoon Eclipse. 


BY GEORGE C. GARDNER, 


HE endeavor, almost always made by a newly 
married couple, to hide, either from their 
friends or the world at large, the mental aber- 
ration inseparable from their new estate, is 
sure to result in failure. I tried it once my- 


self, and I know. 


It was ever so long ago; we had been 
married only six weeks and were on our way to Washington. 
Eunice and myself had spent previous winters there, and should 
probably have gone there on our wedding trip if we had not, while 
living there, seen so many wedding couples wander aimlessly 
through the various government buildings, the prey of guides and 
objects of a rather undignified interest to the rest of the popula- 
tion. 

So we waited till we thought we could safely appear a long 
time married, for then we didn’t realize the hopelessness of 
deceit. 

Eunice’s dearest friend, Alice Wendell, was in Washington, 
too, and we were going to stay at the same house with her. It 
was, Alice said, an ideal place, a private family who took three 
or four personal friends for a slight compensation, and not at ad/ 
like a boarding house, still less like a Washington one. In short, 
it was perfectly lovely in every respect. 

All of which, and more written by Alice, we hailed with de- 
light, and found true in every particular. 

We finished our lunch somewhere between Chester and Wil- 
mington, and, going into the buffet car forward for a smoke, I ran 
plump into Tommy Saunders, whom I hadn’t seen for three years. 
We were old friends, and very warm ones. [He was just back 
from Austria and on his way to report to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment on some improved cattle food, or an irrigation scheme,— it 
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doesn’t matter, and I don’t remember. Anyhow, he was glad to 
get home, and anticipating with special pleasure —such is the 
sensuality of the male mind —a snug dinner that evening at the 
club with two friends who were awaiting him there. “ And 
you've got to make up the set, Freddie,” said he; “itll be just 
the old crowd again. . I’ve got a box at Albaugh’s, and we'll get 
in in time to order extra feed for you. But—the deuce —I 
didn’t think, you’re a married man now, and only just, too.” 

I had thought of it, though, while he was broaching the scheme. 
Thought it all out. It was just the opportunity. Miss Wendell 
was to meet us. She would take Eunice to the house; they 
would be able to talk it all over in peace; I should be de trop — 
a fellow always is under the circumstances. And then, the prin- 
ciple of the thing,— for, as I say, we hadn’t learned then the 
folly of deceit as to our newly weddedness,— the principle was 
fine, and I knew Eunice would agree with me. 

So I said in an offhand way, * Oh, that won’t make any differ- 
ence —if you are sure you want me.” 

“It's a go, then,” said Tommy. “Thank God, here’s a man 
marriage hasn’t spoiled. Take me back, that I may render thanks 
to your wife.” 

We went back, and, as I had expected, she hadn’t the least objec- 
tion to the idea. We knew Alice so well that there would be no 
rudeness in the arrangement, and I could see that my wife approved, 
as I did, of the principle of the thing, for she was foolish, too. 

We found Miss Wendell at the station, and out of the general 
fracas which always ensues on the meeting of two dearest 
feminine friends, she finally grasped the situation. So Tommy 
and I got them into a hansom, I gave Eunice the checks,— the 
baggage had been “ checked direct to your residence without extra 
charge,”— they departed, and we took a car for the club. 

“TI can’t get over,” said Tommy, as we four sat in a semicircle 
about a small table in the club smoking-room, “I can’t get over 
a feeling of pride in your emancipation. I was afraid marriage 
might spoil you, but I owe you all possible apologies for ever 
misdoubting you.” 

“It is wonderful, wonderful,” said Jim Ward. ‘* Stetson, al- 
most thou persuadest me to become a husband.” 
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** Only married six weeks, too,” said Hardy; “and if you’d seen 
him when he was getting wed; I always did admire Eunice, but I 
didn’t know she was capable of this, for I don’t think Freddie 
deserves all the credit.” 

I know now that the pride which these comments aroused 
within me was an unholy pride, but I enjoyed it then. 

It was after eight when our cigars were ready for the short trip 
to Albaugh’s, and as we went out to the single hansom which 
Tommy had thoughtfully ordered, ‘*so we shouldn’t be separated,” 
I said that I really ought to join my wife. There was, of course, 
unanimous protest, but after reasoning with them for a moment, 
and explaining that it was politeness to Miss Wendell (whom none 
of them knew), and nota relapse into marital weakness, which 
moved me, they departed leaving me upon the club-house steps. 

It was a beautiful evening at its most beautiful hour, when the 
crescent of the new moon turns from blue-white to silver as the 
sunset glow fades. From the door-steps and from open win- 
dows on the street floated up little waves of laughter and the 
rise and fall of voices. Somewhere over in Farragut Square a 
street-piano was playing. The scent of flowering trees and 
shrubs was in the air, together with the odor, dear by association 
to every Washingtonian’s heart, of the watered asphalt pave- 
ments. Just this particular portion of the universe seemed 
vibrating and pulsating in every part with a supreme quiet happi- 
ness. And then I bethought me that the one thing needed to 
complete the day was a quiet walk with my wife, as we had 
walked on evenings like this before we were married, and I went 
briskly down the steps, turned toward Farragut Square, and 
stopped, smiling to think that I had instinctively turned to go to 
her old home on Vermont Avenue. She wasn’t there now. Cer- 
tainly not. She was with Alice; and Alice boarded with those 
people on Seventeenth or Eighteenth Street, and the number? 
The number I had flatly and fully forgotten, also the name. I 
had seen them both at home, I had given the number to the ex- 
pressman when the trunks were checked, and I knew it was some- 
where between ten hundred and eighteen hundred and something, 
—but what? In the confusion of meeting and parting at the 
station I hadn’t thought of it, nor, apparently, had any one else. 
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The street-piano had trundled noiselessly over the asphalt, and 
now, squarely opposite, burst into the ** Boulanger March” with 
a crash and clatter that filled the street. I wheeled and fled. I 
would go down to Albaugh’s and ask Tommy if he remembered 
Eunice’s saying where we would stop; then I hesitated. If 
there was any other way out of it, it would be a little too bad to 
let the fellows in, if it could be helped. There must be some one 
else. There was. I remembered now,—the Williamses! They 
knew Alice and would, of course, know where she boarded. 

It took the nearest cabman twenty minutes to get me to their 
house. It took me three minutes to learn from a servant-that the 
family were all at Deer Park for a week. 

I rode back Connecticut Avenue wondering if I could tell the 
cabman that had carried Miss Wendell and my wife from the 
station, if I saw him again. All hansom drivers looked alike, still, 
the station was probably his regular stand, and on looking over 
the lot I might possibly recognize him. 

It was dark now. Pennsylvania avenue was all aglitter with 
lights, the star in the Capitol lantern burning yellow at the end 
of the long perspective. There were only six hansoms at the 
station stand, and the drivers did all look alike. So I made for the 
cab that stood third in the line for luck. “Did you take two 
ladies from the 5.30 New York train this afternoon up to —er 
—Seventeenth Street ?’’ said I to the driver. He looked at me 
longer than he needed before answering, “ Yes, sir, I did.” 

“Thank God,” said I inwardly. To him merely, «Then you 
can take me there, too.” 

Now I was sure by his look he was suspicious. “ All right, 
sir,” said he. “ What number?” 

It was perhaps a natural question, but I didn’t like his tone ; 
besides, it was an embarrassing, question. “You ought to know,” 
said I; “you've just been there.” 

He was a very Solomon in his own conceit now. I could tell 
from his face. “I’ve been to many places since, sir,” said he. 

I decided upona mollifying course. ‘Just remember this num- 
ber now and get me there quick, and I'll double the price,” 
said I. 

“Very well, sir,” said he. 


88 A HONEYMOON ECLIPSE. 


I got in and we were off. I shook hands with myself, and 
settled back in the hansom. As we turned the corner by the 
Treasury Building his voice came gently through the slide in 
the roof, “ Was it Seventeenth or Eighteenth Street you said, 
sir?” 

* You heard what I said, and you agreed to take me for double 
fare. If you talk any more I'll take your number and report you 
first thing to-morrow for overcharging.”’ 

“ Very well, sir,” said he, with injured dignity; “only I un- 
derstood you to say Seventeenth, and the ladies, I just remember, 
was to Bighteenth Street.” 

I had said Seventeenth, but this was no time to argue, so I 
merely said, “ Shut down that lid and go on to Eighteenth.” 

We drove on, turned into Eighteenth Street, and drove north- 
ward, finally turning in and stopping just behind a coupé,—a 
coupé standing in front of one of the new brick and terra-cotta 
Renaissance creations which were just beginning then to loom up 
in the northwest quarter of the town. The creation was brilliantly 
lighted, a carpet and awning joined it with the curbing, and from 
the coupé, as my hansom paused, stepped two ladies, strange to 
me. Their wraps plainly indicated evening gowns beneath, and 
even as I saw this, a carriage, with clatter of hoofs and jingle of 
harness chains, closed in behind my hansom. 

I punched at the roof lid with my cane. I was mad. “« What 
the devil are you stopping here for ?” said I. 

«These were the orders you give me, sir,’’ said he. 

“You d—” I began, but I realized I was hasty, and changed 
the sentence to, Who here?” 

‘Secretary Jameson, sir.” 

“Is this where you brought the ladies?” 

Yes, sir.” 

Evidently the man was not lying. The gestures of a liveried 
individual under the awning intimated that we were blocking the 
way, for the coupé in front had departed. 

‘¢Get out of this, and drive me down to Albaugh’s,”’ said I. 

“ Very well, sir,” and with a resounding whip crack we swung 
about and started for the avenue. It wasn’t any use. I might as 
well find the fellows, make a clean breast of it, and get advice. 
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I arranged my features in as jaunty a manner as possible when 
I opened the door of their box, and they listened to my tale with 
the most grave and earnest attention,—not one of them even 
smiled. Jim Ward had a bad coughing fit, but it lasted only a 
moment. ‘Tommy was the first to speak. “I think,” said he, 
“IT think, in fact, I am sure, that I have a dead easy solution. 
We will begin at once, and we will all see you through. The 
show is slow here, anyhow. Come on! But,” he added, “ solu- 
tions — of problems — are dry work,” and he looked at me. 

« Yes,” said I, “they are. Come on; it’s on me.” 

«« Now, then,” resumed Tommy, when we stood on the sidewalk 
five minutes later, “ we will take a cab, drive to the station,— 
hush!” as I opened my mouth in protest; ‘drive to the station, 
go to the baggage-room and find out where two trunks that came 
in from Foxtown, Mass., on the 5.30 were delivered, get the 
address, take you to it, get you safe inside the house, and then go 
back to the club and thank God we're bachelors.” 

It was hard upon eleven when we reached the Pennsylvania 
baggage-room, to learn that the man in charge of the day lists of 


incoming baggage had gone home, that his desk was locked, and 
that “dey cudden’ no one else tell nuffen *bout dem lis’.” 
“If anybody else in this crowd has a brilliant idea,” said I, 


“maybe Tommy’ll wet it for you this time.” 

“Say,” said Ward, suddenly stopping as we started to leave the 
station, “do you know Miss Wendell’s family ?”’ 

“T do,” said I; “and they’re in Roxbury.” 

«All right; see if they’ve got a telephone, and if they have 
call ’em up; there’s a ‘long distance’ right over there across the 
waiting-room.”’ 

We all looked at Ward and each other. It was a grand idea. 

« But it’s a little late,” I hesitated. 

“ Late nothing,” he retorted; “it’s your only life. You come 
along and watch me,” and he led the way to the telephone. The 
day of the hermetically sealed telephone booth was not yet in 
Washington, but the maiden at the desk looked bored enough to 
have been there for fifty years. 

Ward’s interest was so great that when, after a few « H-e-l-l-o-s, 
Jersey City? Ye-s. No. What? No, no, no. Yes, Boston. 
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Hello, trunk —you did see him? When — yes —keep off — 
New Haven. Say, Mame—give me Highlands —tell him I 
won’t — ye-s-s — wait a moment,” the young woman, evidently 
considering Ward the principal, handed him the ‘phone, he 
plumped into the chair and opened the conversation himself. 
“That Mr. Wendell? Well, can you tell me your daughter's 
address ? What? Where? Why, here — no —no— Washington. 
What? Washington — Washington, D.C. What? No, no, not 
street; D.C. A, b,c, d; a, b,c, ce, yes. Hold on, central, let 
me talk. Yes. What? Why, this is War— No, I mean Mr. 
Stetson — Stetson. Yes—no. This isn’t Stetson, but he wants to 
know Miss Wendell’s address, wants to find his wife. Hello, get 
that? No, wife, no, wire! He can’t go home. Hey? Say, get 
off this line. I’m talking for Stetson. He can’t remember 
where he wants to go to —”’ 

“ Here,” said I, «for heaven’s sake give me that ’phone.” 

The fifty years of boredom had totally disappeared from the 
young lady operator, her face displayed a lively interest. 

*“ Good evening, Mr. Wendell,” said I. His voice came faintly 
back, ** What’s the matter with Alice ?” 

“ Nothing. I want her address. I came on to-day with — 

* Hold on, I didn’t catch that, say it again.” 

“ My wife’s with Alice, and I wanted —say, stop ringing, will 
you? Hello! No, no; her address —where she lives.” 

« Just repeat that once more.” 

Here a sweet feminine voice broke in, “ Did you get them, 
Washington ?”’ 

“Yes,” I roared. ‘Say, repeat for me, won’t you?” and after 
I had instructed it, the voice caroled, « He wants your daughter's 
address, so as to get home. He don’t know where to go to find 
his wife.” 

Then the first voice, ** Tell him I don’t remember the number : 
somewhere up in the northwest quarter, on Seventeenth or 
Eighteenth Streets; name sounds like Carr or Barr. Tell him 
I'll wire it in the morning. Can’t get it now. Anything —” 

“ Five minutes are up,” broke in a third voice. 

*“ Hello!” from the second voice again; “name sounds like 
Barr. Yes. Say— Washington— what?” Then dead silence. 
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The young telephone lady said, ** Three fifty,” gave Tommy a 
baby stare, and we left the room. 

‘Some one on Seventeenth or Eighteenth, name sounds like 
Barr. That’s easy,” said Ward. “Now, then, driver,” to the last 
cabman left alongside the curb, « just hustle us up to the Parallel 
Club; yes, all of us, we’re light. There’s nothing like a tele- 
phone ; wasn’t that an idea of mine, though? Gee!” for the 
body of the cab had collided with the axle as we crossed the car 
tracks. ‘We'll just take the directory and look up the Barrs, 
and the Carrs, and the Darrs, and —and so on — that are on Seven- 
teenth and Eighteenth, and there you are, slick as a whistle.” 

We unloaded ourselves onto the pavement in front of the club 
as a young man came down the steps. It was just midnight. 
“ Hello, Groton,” said Tommy. 

“Morning, Tommy,” said he. “You're late back from Al- 
baugh’s.” 

* Yes, been driving round a little since,” said Tommy. “ You 
know Groton? Beg pardon; Mr. Groton, Mr. Stetson.” 

« Mr. Stetson of Foxtown?”’ 

The same,” said I. 

“Your wife’s looking for you, said he. “She has just come 
to stay with Miss Wendell, has she not, at my aunt’s, Mrs. Starrs? 
She said you were to be at the club for dinner, and that I might 
perhaps meet you and bring you home.” 

“ IT shall be delighted to go with you,” said I. 


4 
| 


The Captain’s Last Cruise. 


BY STANLEY EDWARDS JOHNSON. 


HE eighty-five years of Captain Josiah Lemuel 
Bass sat lightly upon his broad shoulders. He 


was the joy and wonder of the remote Cape 
Cod village, where, as he said, he had been 
“hauled up” for the past twenty years. 


Like his valiant old whaler, Nancy B., he 
had served his time, and voluntarily had been 
The old ship and the old Captain 
sailed into Nantucket harbor with a cargo of oil, for the last 
time, in 1875. When the two parted company the Captain’s 


. 


“honorably discharged 


fac? was.somewhat strained, but he endeavored to be as merry as 
ever, and succeeded pretty well as he bade farewell to his crew 
as if they were to meet again the next day. Nancy B. was taken 
to New Bedford, and has been rotting at the wharf ever since; 
and Nancy Braley, the Captain’s wife, was soon after gathered 
to her fathers. 

Thus deprived of the two treasures he loved best, Captain 
Bass returned to his old birthplace on Cape Cod. Here for years 
he followed a regular routine. He visited the captains’ room, 
where the old salts lived over the old days. Then, if he had a 
fair wind and fair weather, he would make a round of the boat- 
builders’ shops, where he delighted in watching the catboats and 
dories in course of construction. Each year he made two sad 
pilgrimages,— one to New Bedford, to see the Nancy B., and the 
other to the old North Graveyard, at Nantucket, where he 
scraped away the moss and lichen from the headstone of his 
wife. 

The Captain was a very hale and happy old man. He had been 
an exceedingly prosperous whaler, and no one knew how many 
thousands he had stowed away in his lockers. He was the sweet- 
est, jolliest old sea-dog in his old home, where he had as compan- 
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ions the boys he had played with in his youth. They were now 
wave-worn sailors like himself. In all there were over a score of 
octogenarian seamen whom he met and chatted with in his daily 
rounds. 

Captain Bass had an old-maid niece, Hittie, who kept his house, 
and, in a futile way, tried to prevent his spending his income on 
his friends. He knew he had much more than enough, and he was 
too generous and kindly to see his brethren suffer. Every morn- 
ing he rolled out of his house at half after six, with his cane tucked 
under his arm, and his black pipe blowing such clouds of smoke 
in his wake that he resembled a steamer sailing on a swelling sea. 
His seamed and grizzled face beamed kindly upon all, and he was 
as rosy and sound as a fall apple. And no sun set without some 
well-applied charity falling from his hand. Besides being chari- 
table, the Captain was a man of sentiment; but this quality 
seldom came to the surface. 

Thus he passed his life until he showed signs of failing health. 
In spite of all his protests to the contrary, it was perceived that 
his gait grew slower and that his gaunt form bent a little under 
the weight of age. And at last he acknowledged himself that 
he was on his * last legs.” 

For twenty years there had lain in the Captain’s back yard a 
large, round, black log. It was about thirty feet long. It had 
been picked up on one of his voyages, and was probably a part of 
the cargo of a wrecked vessel laden with mahogany. This was 
all that was known of it, and when Captain Bass was asked what 
he intended to do with this valuable piece of flotsam and jetsam, he 
came nearer than he ever had to losing his always serene temper. 

One day when the old sea-dog’s legs were stiffer than usual, it 
was noted that the log was being hauled away and that it was 
landed at the sawmill up the street. The little village was 
wonder-struck, but neither the sawyer nor the Captain gratified 
its feverish curiosity. It was sawed into boards and little 
timbers and into other forms which mystified the people. The 
wood was beautifully grained, and, of course, well seasoned. 
The most of it was stowed away in the Captain’s barn, but a part 
of it was sent off — where or for what purpose it was unknown, 
even to the Captain’s niece. 
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Curiosity was now above blood heat throughout the village ; but 
no one dared to ask questions, and Captain Bass went about his 
usual routine when the weather permitted. By the more observ- 
ant it was noticed that his face grew daily more sweet and tender, 
and that his “amen” in the little church was sanctified with a 
spirituality that the elders seldom attained. 

One day, several weeks after the lumber had been shipped, the 
Captain’s neighbors were brought to their windows by the sight 
of an express team unloading several large packing cases at that 
worthy gentleman’s door. Naturally, popular fancy at once con- 
nected these cases with the mysterious lumber, and soon his niece 
was the object of calls, and questionings, and hints from every 
side, all, of course, directed toward the discovery of the contents of 
the boxes. But from all these quests the curious in spirit came 
away unsatisfied. And for excellent reason: Hittie Bass knew 
no more than they. On the day of their arrival she had seen the 
packing cases opened, and had also watched while certain mysteri- 
ous bundles, wrapped in tissue paper, were carefully removed. 
She had also watched them conveyed to an unused room adjoin- 
ing the dining-room, in which were stored some padlocked sea- 
chests, dust covered, worm-eaten, and filled with unknown treas- 
ures that the Captain had gathered on land and sea. But what 
these bundles were she had never discovered, for her uncle 


guarded the key of the storeroom with the care of St. Peter him- 


self; and neither hints nor frowns had been able to gain her 
entrance. 

For many months the mahogany lumber lay gathering dust in 
the barn, while the bundles remained locked away in the store- 
room,—and still the Captain’s silence was unbroken. His niece 
only just escaped being disinherited, when she so far lost control 
over her curiosity as to be caught in the act of undoing a heavy 
parcel of shining silver plates — each one apparently bearing an 
inscription — which the expressman had landed at the house, and 
which she had opened, scenting some clue to the mystery that so 
tantalized her. But Hittie Bass had been seized before she had 
been able to read the simple words cut in the silver, while the 
Captain’s anger had mounted like a raging sea. 

After that the old spinster avoided the storeroom as religiously 
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as though it had been a haunted spot. She tried every possible 
device for pleasing her uncle, and soon felt secure once more in 
the assurance that his will would make her the heiress of the 
village, and would bring her joys which her rather plain person- 
ality had up to this time denied her. 

Winter came and passed, with no unraveling of the Captain’s 
secret. The spring found the boat-builders busy, and the old sea- 
dog still painfully making his rounds. In April he suddenly 
announced that he was going to give a birthday party; and 
forthwith made preparations for guests to the number of twenty- 
five, ordering on such a lavish scale that Hittie trembled for her 
future fortune. She was, moreover, still further exercised by the 
fact that for several days before the party her uncle spent hours 
daily in the storeroom that contained the mysterious bundles. 

Something, she knew, was going on, in which the birthday 
party, the bundles, and the silver plates were somehow mixed up 
together. And only the memory of her former fright restrained 
her from furtively applying her eye to the keyhole of the Blue- 
beard’s chamber in which such mysteries were brewing. 

On the evening of his party Captain Bass was in the best of 
spirits. The town had bubbled over with gossip concerning the 
event, and every one invited had accepted. The guests included 
all the Captain’s old friends; and where one had gone to the 
other shore, there was a widow, or a son, or a daughter, or some 
relative to represent him. Each received a sailor’s welcome, and 
there was music, singing, and rejoicing. The light of other days 
“ame into the eyes of all. Yarns were spun and the jokes of 
whaling days were again revived. The generous old punch-bowl 
of willow ware was filled with the Captain’s choicest brew, made 
with his own hands. The ladle was kept busy, and merrier rose 
the laughter as it did its work. 

An old-fashioned supper was served, and the Captain made the 
chowder. Had they been his own sons and daughters, his guests 
could not have been treated with more affection and courtesy. 
Under the influence of his genial spirit new love woke in young 
hearts, while the old love was resurrected in those of their elders. 

When the evening was nearly spent, the closed room at the 
right of the dining-room was slyly unlocked by Captain Josiah 
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Lemuel. A silence came over the company, and the old man 
stood for a moment facing his guests. His eyes looked misty, 
like the gathering fog in the sunshine. 

« My friends,” he said, «before you set sail, I'd like to make 
the evening merrier with a present to each of you, as a sort 0’ 
ensign which will always make you think o’ me. My voyage, 
our voyage, old friends, is almost spent. But let us hail the 
new and strange port, as we've always gleefully cheered, when- 
ever we've dropped anchor in harbor, the one that keeps us safe 
from the storm. I feel as if I should make this port afore you, 
and like my old Nancy B., at New Bedford, I shall then be 
thankful to «haul up’ for an eternal rest. But, friends, Pll not 
make you sorrowful with a subject that is solemn to most folks. 
But to me it is a simple and joyful one. That is why, in a merry 
gathering, I have resolved to make this gift. Come in here and 
each find your own. May you each approach your final harbor as 
peacefully and happily as I shall.” 

For a moment the little company stood motionless, witn awed 
faces, their curiosity overcome by sorrow. But the old Captain’s 
face was lighted by a smile that forbade melancholy, and at an 
encouraging wave of his hand they filed slowly into the adjoining 
room. There they saw that which brought the tears to their eyes. 
Ranged around the room in a shining line were twenty-five 
miniature sea-chests, each two feet long and one foot deep, made 
of polished mahogany. All were locked with silver padlocks, 
and moved on silver hinges, while on the top of each was screwed 
a silver plate, bearing the name of one of the guests, together 
with the following inscription : — 


“GIVEN IN Love AND Gratitupe TO His FRIEND 
BY 
Jostan LemMureL Bass 
On His Erenty-stxta Brrrapay.” 


At last Hittie Bass understood the mystery of the silver plates 


and the mysterious bundles. She soon understood, too, why her 


uncle had spent so many hours in the room that contained, besides 
the mahogany chests, the gatherings of twenty years of sea 
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voyaging. For the chests were not empty. When the lids were 
thrown back, there lay revealed treasures from almost every part 
of the globe. There were Cashmere shawls and other soft stuffs 
from India; brilliant Chinese silks, with articles of vertu and 
rare woods; packages of sweet-smelling spices, and bottles of 
rare old wine; jars of aromatic herbs and salts; rare teas and 
choice coffees, and countless things whose names their new owners 
could hardly guess. Into each chest the old Captain had packed 
a rich assortment, and as he watched the glowing faces of the 
recipients, he smiled as if his enjoyment were as rare as the 
articles. 

But Hittie groaned inwardly. 

*« He’s a-givin’ away all my fortin’,’ she thought; and for the 
rest of the evening she conversed in monosyllables, and ignored 
all hints that she should open the remaining chest, bearing the 
name Mehitable Josephine Bass.” 

When, finally, the last guests had taken their leave, with many 
grateful speeches and prophecies of future happy birthdays in 
store for their old friend, the Captain called Hittie to him. 

“ Bring out your chest, Hittie,” he said, “and let’s see what's 
in 

Her uncle sat by the inglenook, toasting himself before the 
open fire, when the old spinster returned, carrying the box, its pol- 
ished surface gleaming in the dancing flames. She placed it on 
the table and sat down, seemingly unwilling to unfasten the tiny 
silver padlock. 

“* Why don’t you open it, my girl?” said the uncle; and with 
an almost girlish shyness she complied. Her fingers trembled, 
but at last the lid flew open and disclosed a glittering interior. 
The box was divided into two parts by an upper tray, and before 
her Hittie Bass saw arranged in little rolls a shining hoard of 
gold coin, sufficient. to keep her in comfort all the rest of her 
life. Almost overcome, and mindful of her selfishness and short- 
comings, she crept to her unecle’s side and kissed him—an 
unusual exhibition of emotion that came near settling the old 
Captain. Then for several moments they sat there silently watch- 
ing the flickering light of the dying embers as they crumbled 
into ashes. 
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The fame of the birthday party of Captain Bass never died. 
But before the village gatherings had ceased to use it as a topic 


of conversation the old man’s health had visibly failed. His pre- 
diction that he had but few days more to live seemed too true. 

He could barely drag himself down the street one morning in 
May, when he appeared at the door of Captain Carroll's boat- 
building shop; and his voice trembled perceptibly as he took 
his old friend aside for a private interview. What its subject 
was nobody knew, but the men in the shop noticed that Captain 
Bass seemed making some request to which the boat-builder shook 
his head, with a look of mingled pain and horror. And much 
they wondered that a friend of the dear old Captain’s could 
refuse him any favor. 

From Captain Carroll’s the old man moved painfully on to the 
shop of his old comrade Captain Merrill, who had gone before 
and had been succeeded by his son. The latter gave him a 
cordial greeting, listened wonderingly to his request, and con- 
sented. But when the young boat-builder went home that night 
and told his wife what he had promised their old friend, Phoebe 
Merrill held up her hands in horror at her husband’s hard-hearted- 
ness. Phcebe’s word was law to Joe Merrill, and after supper he 
visited Captain Bass at his home and said that, after all, he could 
not perform the task agreed upon. Remonstrance was in vain, 
and that evening Hittie Bass noticed a tinge of disappointment 
in her uncle’s manner. His face was as serene as ever, but she 
was a close student of his features, and it seemed to her that he 
was provoked at something. This time, however, her curiosity was 
softened into concern that anything should disturb the dear old 
man’s declining days. 

Ten days later Captain Bass suffered an attack of paralysis. 
It was not fatal, but the doctors said it was his death-knell. 
Afterwards he rallied and was able to move about slowly with his 
cane. One sunny morning he wended his way again to Captain 
Carroll’s shop. Glad greetings were exchanged, and his old 
friend congratulated him upon his apparent recovery. The two 
sat and watched the sea for some time. Finally, Captain Bass 
broke the silence. 

«“ My friend,” he said, “I am not going to get well. I have 
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come to talk over with you what I spoke of before. I know of 
nothing I would not do for you. Now, tell me why you cannot 
grant my request?” Then, in a low voice, he continued what 
seemed a powerful appeal. In the end it broke down the boat- 
builder’s last barrier. With dim eyes, he wrung in a sympathetic 


grasp his friend’s hand, and nodded a silent assent. 


A few days later the Captain passed peacefully away. His will 
was read in the room which had been the scene of his merry 
festival a few weeks before, with the guests of that night as 
listeners, according to his desire. The document divided his 
liberal fortune generously, including a princely gift to his native 
town. But its final clause amazed his relatives and friends, and 
kept the town for two days in a ferment of wonder. “ My last 
desire,” it ran, ‘is to set sail for my last port. Let my old friends 
gather at the South Beach at sunset, and bid me God-speed to my 
last haven.” 

In a sealed envelope were contained detailed instructions to be 
read only by Hittie Bass, Captain Carroll, and the minister. 
Upon examining these Hittie was almost crazed with grief, for 
she believed her uncle insane. But the Captain’s good pastor 
knew the world, and, what is more, knew his late parishioner. 
His influence soothed the distraught woman, and preparations were 
made by which the will was to be fulfilled. The setting sun 
rested on the ocean in rosy light two evenings later, when all the 
townspeople reverently assembled at South Beach to witness the 
strange and moving ceremony of the funeral of Captain Bass. 

There, moored in the little harbor, they saw a small dory, made 
all of shining mahogany. On each side of the bow were the 
words: “Captain Josiah Lemuel Bass.” On the stern was 
fastened a silver plate, which read : — 


“CapTaAIn JostAn Lemvet Bass 
DEPARTED ON HIS LAST VOYAGE 
JUNE 11, 189- 

AGED 86 YEARS.” 


Out of the remainder of the old log Captain Carroll had 
wrought, as carefully as a sculptor would hew a marble statue, 
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the craft for his old friend’s final cruise. To-day, as he, with 
three other of Captain Bass’ friends, carried the coffin to its 
resting-place, the last request of his old comrade was ever with 
him: “ Build me a neat little ship for a simple voyage, with 
God’s fair wind, and as snug a harbor at the end as one could 
ever wish.” 

The service was of the simplest. The minister read the solemn 
service for the burial of the dead at sea. Then the old friends of 


Captain Bass spread the sail, and a fresh, fair wind moved the 


shining craft from shore. With hats removed and tearful voices, 
the assembled people sang “ Abide With Me.” When the song 
was finished they stood silent, and watched the speeding craft 
until at last it melted from their gaze into the twilight. If it was 
ever spoken by passing vessels, the fact was never known to the 
villagers. And thus peacefully departed the beloved Captain on 
his last cruise. 


4] 

4 

Fine: 

| 


The Blow-out at Jenkins’s Grocery. 


BY ELLA HIGGINSON. 


ba HE hands of the big, round clock in Mr. Jen- 
f ie ay: kins’s grocery store pointed to eleven. Mr. 
= Jenkins was tying a string around a paper bag 
containing a dollar’s worth of sugar. He held 
one end of the string between his teeth. His 


three clerks were going around the store with 
little stiff prances of deference to the custom- 
ers they were serving. It was the night before Christmas. 
They were all so worn out that their attempts at smiles were only 
painful contortions. 

Mr. Jenkins looked at the clock. Then his eyes went in a 
hurried glance of pity to a woman sitting on a high stool close to 
the window. Her feet were drawn up on the top rung, and her 
thin shoulders stooped over her chest. She had sunken cheeks 
and hollow eyes; her cheek-bones stood out sharply. 

For two hours she had sat there, almost motionless. Three 
times she had lifted her head and fixed a strained gaze upon Mr. 
Jeukins and asked, « D’yuh want to shet up yet?” Each time, 
receiving an answer in the negative, she had sunk back into 
the same attitude of brute-like waiting. 

It was a wild night. The rain drove its long, slanting lances 
down the window-panes. The wind howled around corners, 
banged loose shutters, creaked swinging sign-boards to and fro, 
and vexed the telephone wires to shrill, continuous screaming. 
Fierce gusts swept in when the door was opened. 

Christmas shoppers came and went. The woman saw nothing 
inside the store. Her eyes were set on the doors of a brightly 
lighted saloon across the street. 

It was a small, new “boom” town on Puget Sound. There 
was a saloon on every corner, and a brass band in every saloon. 
The ‘ establishment” opposite was having its “opening” that 
51 
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cards in square envelopes had been sent out to 


night. “ At home’ 
desirable patrons during the previous week. That day, during an 
hour’s sunshine, a yellow chariot, drawn by six cream-colored 
horses with snow-white manes and tails, had gone slowly through 
the streets, bearing the members of the band clad in white and 
gold. It was followed by three open carriages, gay with the 
actresses who were to dance and sing that night on the stage in 
the rear of the saloon. All had yellow hair and were dressed in 
yellow with white silk sashes, and white ostrich plumes falling to 
their shoulders. It was a gorgeous procession, and it “ drew.” 

The woman lived out in the Grand View addition. The addi- 
tion consisted mainly of cabins built of “shakes” and charred 
stumps. The grand view was to come some ten or twenty years 
later on, when the forests surrounding the addition had taken their 
departure. It was a full mile from the store. 

She had walked in with her husband, through the rain and 
slush, after putting six small children to bed. They were very 
poor. Her husband was shiftless. It was whispered of them by 
their neighbors that they couldn’t get credit for “ two bits ” except 
at the saloons. 

A relative had sent the woman ten dollars for a Christmas gift. 
She had gone wild with joy. Ten dollars! It was wealth. For 
once the children should have a real Christmas —a good dinner, 
toys, candy! Of all things, there should be a wax doll for the 
little girl who had cried for one every Christmas, and never even 
had one in her arms. Just for this one time they should be 
happy —like other children; and she should be happy in their 
happiness — like other mothers. What did it matter that she had 
only two calico dresses, and one pair of shoes, half soled, at that, 
and capped across the toes ? 

Her husband had entered into her childish joy. He was kind 
and affectionate — when he was sober. That was why she never 
had the heart to leave him. He was one of those men who are 
always needing, pleading for— and, alas! receiving — forgive- 
ness ; one of those men whom their women love passionately and 
cling to forever. 

He promised her solemnly that he would not drink a drop that 
Christmas — so solemnly that she believed him. He had helped 
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her to wash the dishes and put the children to bed. And he had 
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Her face had been radiant when they came into Mr. Jenkins’s 
store. That poor, gray face, with its sunken cheeks and eyes! 
They bought a turkey, —and with what anxious care she had 
selected it! — testing its tenderness, balancing it on her bony 
hands, examining the scales with keen, narrowed eyes when it 


was weighed, —and a quart of cranberries, a can of mince meat 
and a can of plum pudding, a head of celery, a pint of Olympia 


oysters, candy, nuts — and then the toys! 
She trembled with eagerness. 


Her husband stood watching 


her, smiling good-humoredly, his hands in his pockets. Mr. Jen- 
kins indulged in some serious speculation as to where the money 


was coming from to pay for all this * blow-out.”’ 


He set his lips 


together and resolved that the “ blow-out”’ should not leave the 
store, under any amount of promises, until the cash paying for it 


was in his cash-drawer. 


Suddenly the band began to play across the street. The man 
threw up his head, like an old war-horse at the sound of a bugle 
note. <A fire came into his eyes; into his face, a flush of excite- 
ment. He walked down to the window and stood looking out, 


jingling some keys in his pocket. 


He breathed quickly. 


After a few moments he went back to his wife. Mr. Jenkins 


had stepped away to speak to another customer. 


“ Say, Molly, old girl,” he said affectionately, without looking 
at her, “ yuh can spare me enough out o’ that tenner to git a plug 


0’ tobaccer for Christmas, can’t yuh?” 
«“ W’y —I guess so,” said she slowly. 


her happy face. 


The first cloud fell on 


“ Well, jest let me have it, an’ I'll run out an’ be back before 


yuh’re ready to pay for these here things. 


worth.” 


She turned very pale. 
“Can't yuh git it here, Mart?” 


rll only git two bits’ 


“No,” he said, in a whisper; *his’n ain’t fit tochew. Tl be 


right back, Molly — honest.” 


She stood motionless, her eyes cast down, thinking. If she re- 


fused, he would be angry and remain away from home all the 
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next day to pay her for the insult. If she gave it to him — well, 
she would have to take the chances. But oh, her hand shook as 
she drew the small gold piece from her shabby purse and reached 


it to him. His big, warm hand closed over it. 

She looked up at him. Her eyes spoke the passionate prayer 
that her lips could not utter. 

* Don’t stay long, Mart,” she whispered, not daring to say 
more. 

* I won’t, Molly,” he whispered back. “Tl hurry up. Git 
anything yuh want.” 

She finished her poor shopping. Mr. Jenkins wrapped every- 
thing up neatly. Then he rubbed his hands together and looked 
at her, and said: “ Well, there, now, Mis’ Dupen.” 

«| —jest lay ’em all together there on the counter,” she said, 
hesitatingly. “Ill have to wait till Mart comes back before I 
ean pay yuh.” 

“TI see him go into the s’loon over there,” piped out the errand- 
boy shrilly. 

At the end of half an hour she climbed upon the high stool, and 
fixed her eyes on the saloon opposite, and sat there. 

She saw nothing but the glare of those windows and the light 
streaming out when the doors opened. She heard nothing but 
the torturing blare of the music. After awhile something com- 
menced beating painfully in her throat and temples. Her limbs 
grew stiff—she was scarcely conscious that they ached. Once 
she shuddered strongly, as dogs do when they lie in the cold, 
waiting. 

At twelve o’clock Mr. Jenkins touched her kindly on the arm. 
She looked up with a start. Her face was gray and old; her 
eyes were almost wild in their strained despair. 

*T guess I'll have to shet up now, Mis’ Dupen,” he said, apolo- 
getically. “ I’m sorry —” 

She got down from the stool at once. “I can’t take them 
things,” she said, almost whispering. ‘I hate to of put yuh to 
all that trouble of doin’ ’em up. I thought—but I can’t take 
‘em. I hope yuh won't mind —very much.” Her bony fingers 
twisted together under her thin shawl. 

“Oh, that’s all right,” said Mr. Jenkins, in an embarrassed 
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way. She moved stiffly to the door. He put out the lights and 
followed her. He felt mean, somehow. For one second he hesi- 
tated ; then he locked the door, and gave it a shake to make sure 
that it was all right. 

« Well,” he said, “good night. I wish you a mer —” 

«Good night,” said the woman. She was turning away, when 
the doors of the saloon opened for two or three men to enter. 
The music, which had ceased for a few minutes, struck up another 
air —a familiar air. 

She burst suddenly into wild and terrible laughter. “Oh, my 
Lord,” she cried out, “ they're a-playin’ * Home, Sweet Home!’ 


In there! Ob, my Lord! Wouldn't that kill yuh!” 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Instraction by mail adapted to every 
one. Method approved. 
Takes your spare time 
only. uition moder- 
ate. 3 courses—Prepar- 
atory,busin ess,college. 
Stadents & graduates 
in every State and in for- 
eign countries. Six y'rs 
of success. Handsome 
catalogue free. 


Study 
Law 


STU DY 
ournalism 


"4 


Reporting, Editing, all 
branches of newspaper 
a and literary work taught. 
Students everywhere. Takes 

B M Al = only your spare time. Practi- 
cal work from the start. Im- 

proved methods. Best results. Catalogue Free. 
THE SPRAGUE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM, 


Bo. 11 Telephone Building, Detroit, Mich, 


A 


Trial will convince any one that 


“INVINCIBLE” 


Typewriter Papers, Ribbons, and Carbon 
are absolutely the Best on the Market. Send 
for Descriptive Circular and Paper Sample 


Book. 
American Writing Machine Co., 237 Broadway, New York. § 


DEAFNESS 


and Head Noises relieved by using 
Wilson's Common Sense Ear Drums. 
New scientific invention; different 
from all other devices. The only safe, 
simple, comfortable and invisible 
Ear Drum inthe world, Helps where 
medical skill fails. No wire or string 
attachment. Write for pamphlet. 
WILSON EAR DRUM CO., 
326 Trust Bidg., Louisville, Ky. 
1122 Broadway, [Room M42) New York. 


LADIES | Upon the “re » of ten cents in silver or 
s Stamps, we will send either of follow- 
ing books, or three for 25 cents. CANDY BOOK — 
50 receipts for making candy. Sixteen different kinds 
of candy without cooking; 50 cent candy will cost 7 
cents per pound. FORTUNE TELLER — Dreams 
and interpretations, fortune telling by physiognomy and 
cards, birth of children, discovering dispogition by 
features, choosing a husband by the hair, mystery of a 

ck of cards, old superstitions, birthday stones. 

ETTER WRITING — Letters of condolence, 
business, congratulations, introduction, recommenda- 
tions, love, excuse, advice, receipts and releases, notes 
of invitation and answers, notes accompanying gifts 
and answers. 

Brooke & Co., Dept. A., Townsend Block, Buf- 
falo, N. Y 


AT HOME. 


mit 

HE perversity of a shade 

roller that won't roll is 
equaled only by the persistent 
obstinacy of one that insists on 
rolling when you want it to stop. 
If you care for well-behaved 
shades that never need “tinker- 
| ® ing,” see that they are mounted 

on 


Hartshorn’s 
Shade 
4 Rollers, 


Look for STEWART HARTSHORN’S autograph 
on the label. 


_ THE LADIES’ WORLD 
te the best, cheapest, brightest and most practical ladies’ magazine 
published in America. Each issue contains from 20 to 28 large 
pages, size of Harper's Basar, and is enclosed in a handsome cover, 
printed in colors, Ite departments embrace Fiction, Poetry, 
Special Helps, Housekeeping, Out-ofDoors, Artistic 
Needlework, What to Wear, Family Doctor, 

Boys and Girls, Mother's Corner, Etiquette 

and Home Decoration. It publishes 

original matter only, and its con- 

tributors are among the 

best of the modern 

writers. In order 

to introduce 

our 


mace 

zine into 

thousands of 

new homes where it 


fe not already taken, we 

will send it three months—in- 

cluding Thankegiving and Christmas 

issnes—to any address, prepaid, for § 

cents in stamps. This small sum will not pay 

us for the advertising, to say nothing of the magazine, 

but we are so firmly convinced that if you will give it a trial 

you will want it continued, we take this means of placing It be- 

fore a large army of new readers, and expect to reap our reward in 

the future. Send alone the stamps and give it atrial, You will 
be more than pleased with your small Investment. Address 


S. te MOORE & CO., 23 City Hall Place, New York. 
Hi 


TRY IT FREE 
for % days in your own home and 
save $10 to 82. No money in advance. 
$60 Kenwood Machine for $23.00 

$19.50 
Singers (Made by us) $8, $11.50, $15 
and 27 other styles. All attachments 

FREE. We pay freight. Buy from 

factory. Save agents large profits. 

Over 100,000 in use. Catalogue and 

\testimonials Free. Write at once. 
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ADVE 


Is what i it is named. 


It is not a signal to show that a bicycle is coming, 
but an aid, recognized by such riders as R. P. Searle, 
who says: — 


GENTLEMEN: I have just finished my second record-breaking trip 
from Chicago to New York. Lused your lamp on all my night runs, 
sometimes running at a speed of fifteen miles per hour in the dark. I 
was only able to make this fast time by the splendid light which I was 
enabled to obtain with the use of yourlamp. Il used yourlamp because 
I considered it the best in the world to-day, and it has far exceeded 
my expectations. Yours very truly, 


Points of Superiority over every other Lantern Made : 


Central draft — burns ten hours. 
Burns kerosene oil unmixed. 
Flame absolutely adjustable (by set screw), 
Filled and lighted from outside. 
barked shins, soiled clothing, and 
Saves Doctors’ BillS, makes riding when there is the most 


leisure a pleasure. 


Don’t be insulted by having a cheap Lantern offered you which ma 
ossess possibly one characteristic, but insist on having the Searc 
Licht, which will be delivered free, if your dealer won't supply you, 
for the price, $5.00. Circulars free. Address 


BRIDGEPORT BRASS CoO., 


Bridgeport, Conn., - - or 19 Murray Street, New York. 
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wholly digested was 
intended — 


The Stomach was made for a purpose—a food 


not what the Almighty 


Child Can Live 


upon these thin, slippery Foods, but must have 
something to satisfy the stomach in order to 


give development and 


growth. 


Ridge’s Food has all the requirements; but it does need boiling, 
and care after boiling, and a Mother that is not ready to take this care is a 
very queer Mother. We have never known, in our 30 years of experience, 
of a single case of indigestion, loss of sleep, skin disease, or scurvy while 


faithfully’using Ridge’s Food. 


The stomach requires action — it is so constructed that from the very 
first itis made for action. With the youngest infant the quantity of nourish- 
ment from the natural food (the mother’s milk) is much less, because the 
stomach is incapable of taking care of as much as it can later, but at the 
same time action is going on, and nature does its work as the child grows, 
so it can take stronger food; therefore, the special directions which 
have been the result of experience so adapt themselves to the age of the 
child as to fulfil those requirements. 

Little babies cannot be successfully fed daily by pouring hot water on 
something that makes food. It must be properly cooked, and properly pre- 
pared especially for the babies’ delicate stomachs, if you wish tosave them. 

It has been said by some that children could not assimilate starch, yet 
we believe it is a proper carbon to have in food. The only carbon in many 
foods is sugar. Scurvy is not uncommonly a result of the continued use of 


food not sufficiently nutritious. 


The disfiguring eczema seen on the face 


and scalp is a result from the same cause. 
Ridge’s Food is so prepared that only the normal action of the stomach 
is required to produce healthful growth and development, 
and the result has been good digestion, sound, healthy bodies, good teeth, 
strong, straight limbs, and a well-formed brain; the child becomes a 
model of healthful strength and childish beauty when fed on Ridge’s 
Food, properly prepared—and its long continuance does not produce 
Scurvy and skin disease in its many forms. Do not take our word for it, 


but please make the test yourself. 


It has stood the test for 30 years, 


and abundant testimonials are at hand to prove our assertions. *,*Sample 


Sree to any physician or mother. 


Ridge’s Food, 
Used for 30 Years, 
Still Unercelled. 


WOOLRICH & CO., Sole Mfrs., 
Palmer, Mass. 
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“For Dress 
Binding it is 
Unequaled.” 


This is the opinion of experi- 
enced Dressmakers who have 
tried so-called substitutes dur- 
ing the past thirty years. 


: 


Rep Spoot, five yards, mailed for 8 cts., stamps, or gh 
~ . Brack Spoon, 3% yards, 5 cts., if you cannot find the 
SS ZA proper shade at the stores. 


“GOFF & SONS, Pawtucket, R. I. : 


BRIDGEPORT 


‘*New’”’ Rochester 


has these advantages over any other 


LAMP 


manufactured to-day, 


Better combustion; Larger perforations; No crawl- 
ing of oil; Chimney springs riveted (not soldered); 
Patent filler float (cannot run over in filling). 


As a test, send 
$ 1.2() SEWING LAMP, 


mailed, postpaid (without glassware), or complete, $1.75 ; 
which will give the points of 


OUR SEVENTY OTHER STYLES. 


Bridgeport Brass C0., marray street. 


York 
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Society everywhere refreshes itself with 


Sparkling Londonderry Lithia.” 


Copyright, 1895, by Londonderry Lithia Spring Water Co., Nashua, N. H. 
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Londonderry 
Lithia Water. 


How many people realize the necessity of drinking large 


quantities of water in order to keep in absolutely good health? 
When it is remembered that nearly two thirds of the substance, 
by weight, of the human body is in the form of water, included in 
the composition of the various tissues, the importance of using 
water in liberal quantities internally becomes at once apparent. 
The most eminent physiologists have computed that, in order to 
supply the losses by excretions and evaporation taking place in 
. the human body, it is necessary to drink from a half to one gallon 
of water daily. This, too, in addition to the water contained in 
the beverages, such as tea, coffee, ete., which are in common use. 
It is an uncontested and fundamental truth of hygiene that water 
supplied for drinking purposes must be of the very best quality 
and perfectly pure and free from the slightest trace of organic 
matter. The desire for water of this kind among intelligent 
people is seen in the large number of natural waters now offered 
for sale. It is known, too, that in the treatment of many 
common forms of disease natural mineral waters are one of the 
most important factors. 
Of all of these waters, none are equal to the Londonderry Lithia 
Water. The array of reliable medical testimony in its favor is 
overwhelming and shows that all good livers should use this 
water liberally from time to time. Londonderry stands decidedly 
ahead of all the lithia waters, a fact that has been proven by 

actual investigation and experience. 
LONDONDERRY LITHIA SPRING WATER CO., 
NASHUA, N. H. 
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Great Books. 


2045 Pages! ! 760 Illustrations !! 
Handsomely Bound! ! 


Publisher’s Price, $7.50 for both, or $3.75 each. 
Our Price, $2.00 for both, or $1.00 each. 


Delivered to any part of the United States, 
express or postage prepaid. 


The Story of Our Post Office. 


By MARSHALL CUSHING, Private Secretary to Postmaster-General Wanamaker. 


A complete story of our National Post Office Department, turned inside out; crammed full of 
information and the most romantic, laughable, tragic, and wonderful incidents on record. It 
includes descriptions of mail transportation in this country and across the water; of the manu- 
facture of stamps and postal cards; of the methods and treasures of the Dead Letter Office. It 
gives pictures and sketches of the chief postmasters of the country, relates the government's en- 
counters with frauds, lotteries, and green goods men, and describes the work of women in this de- 
partment. The author is widely known as one of the raciest and ablest writers in America. The 
position he has occupied with the Postmaster-General of the United States for four years is the 
highest commendation of his work. 


The Story of Government. 
By Henry Austin. 


This work treats of Evolution and Government, as traced from animals to savage tribes, 
upwards through the successive stages of barbarism and civilization. By means of a wealth of 
anecdote and allusion it introduces the readerinto gypsy camps, Fenian and Nihilistic meetings, 
criminal colonies, modern republics, and picturesque courts of bygone centuries. It is a treasury 
of knowledge previously unpublished, taught in no text-book, and unknown in universities; 
written so plainly and picturesquely that a child will understand and a philosopher enjoy. Its 
field is the world, and its audience humanity. Indorsed by Edward Everett Hale, Vicar-General 
William Byrne, Gen. Douglas Frazar, Edward Bellamy, and many others represented in the world 
of letters, One of the foremost women of the day, Mary A. Livermore, says: ‘‘ The section relating 
to modern women is admirable,”’ 


Either of the above superb books, handsomely bound, will be delivered to any part of the United 
States, express or postage prepaid, for $1.00. 


Address Trade Company, 148 High Street, Boston, Mass. 
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42 large pages of health- 
4 ful art and comfort—Just ; 
‘ysend your address on a 


postal to 


Jaros Hygienic Underwear Co. 
831 Broadway, New York. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Camera 


We have all styles and prices, from 


$5 to $150. 


Send for Descriptive Manuals of the 
“WATERBURY and HENRY CLAY’”’ 


The Scovill & Adams Co. 
of N.Y. 
423 Broome ae New York. 


Send 35 cents for a copy of The Photographie 
Times, containing about 100 d ill i 


The Barta Press 


Printers of The Black Cat. 


Lirtistic, 
Original, ano 
Unique 


Typography. 


Boston, Mass. 


You can stick Puritan Pins 
through everything, 


57 
+ To select your 
10 
| : Cameras. 
: We are the oldest established x 
house in this busimess..... 
|: 8500000000000000000000886 
( 
11 ¢ 
) 
) 
a 
ra 
| 
= 


J DISCREPANCY IN PR 


58 ADVERTISEMENTS. 


it cures from Head to Foot! 


Nature’s Cure 


(Prize Formula of Prof. Dixi Crosby, M.D., LL.D., over thirty years at the head of Dartmouth Medical College.) 


Puritana cures disease by naturalizing and vitalizing the Power Producer of the human 
system — the stomach, 


TRADE MARK REGISTERED. 


Puritana makes weary men and women strong and happy. 


It cures case after case, from head to foot, whether the suffering is due to disordered 
Blood, Liver, Stomach, Kidneys, Lungs, Brain, Nerves, or Skin. Its effects are marvelous. 


Tf you are a sufferer get ke disease-conquering discovery (the price is ¢1 for the complete treatment, consisting of 
one bottle of Puritana Compound, one bottle of Puritana Pills, and one bottle of Puritana Tablets). Lf your druggist hasn't 
it and ae. it for you, write to the undersigned, and you will bless the day when you heard of Puriiana. The Puritana 
Compound Co., Concord, N. H. 
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The Corset that fits costs 


that doesn’t. 
Dr. Warner’s Coraline Corsets 


are fitted to 
models, 


= 
no more than the “| 
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LECANT FLOWERING 
BULBS. 


Sent by Mail, postpaid, at the following 
special prices. 
3 named EYACINTES, different colors, fine, for 10c. 
lovely sorts, all different, 


NA ” ” ” 


3 JAPAN LILIES, » 206. 
CROCUS, Ssorts,named, -” - » 
PREESIAS, fine mixed sorts, - - 10c. 
1 BLACK CALLA, new, from Palestine - » 


or the whole 36 Bulbs, postpaid, for 60 cents. 


Our Catalogue, 


ELEGANTLY ILLUSTRATED, of all kinds of Plants and 
Bulbs, for Fall Planting and Winter Blooming 
also new Fruits, Shrubs, ete., is now ready, ont 
will be mailed FREE to all who apply. Choicest 
ne acinths, Tulips, Narcissus, and other Bulbs, 


reatly reduced prices, Write for it at once. 
x dress 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, - FLORAL PARK, W. Y. 


Every Description of Printing Plates made by us, by every process, 


c. J. PETERS & SON,... 


& 


Finest Half-Tones 
a Specialty. 


R 


Pboto Engravers 


vere 


Electrotppers 


Uar Engravers 


Typographers 


==. BOSTON, TASS. 


Special Designs and Drawings made to order. 
References in all parts of the United States. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The 


NOVEMBER, 1895, 


Will contain the following Original and Complete Stories: 


A Calaveras Hold-Up. By Roberta Littiehale. 


A vivid account of an actual California stage robbery, linked with a touching love story, 
told in the writer’s graphic and individual style. 


From a Trolley Post. By Margaret Dodge. 


A comedy-drama of the city streets, in which a pocket edition of a Texas cowboy and a 
hand-orgah monkey are the chief actors. 


An Andenken. By Julia Magruder. 


An absorbing and unusual story of artist life, love, and adventure, whose scene is laid in 
the Tyrolean Alps. 


The Man from Maine. By J. D. Etisworth. 
Some picturesque facts showing that prohibition doesn’ t®always prohibit. 


A Wedding Tombstone. By Clarice Irene Clinghan. 


A curiously fascinating tale of New England vil life, showing the same unconventional 
charm as the author’s prize story, “Six Months in s,” for which she received $1,000. 


The Other One. By A. H. Gibson. 
A grewsome but tepressively interesting story of robbery, murder, and terrible retribution, 
whose startling ending cannot possibly be foreseen. 


Stateroom Six. By William Albert Lewis. 


A dramatic incident of Mississippi steamboat travel twenty years ago, told just as it 
happened. 


Her Eyes, Your Honor! By H. D. Umbstaetter. 


A famous criminal court trial, a mysterious woman whose life hinges on circumstantial 
evidence, and a legal trap resulting in an unparalleled climax are the features of this stirring 
e. 


Tue Biack Car is issued monthly at five cents a copy. If your newsdealer 
hasn't it, and won’t get it for you, send fifty cents to the undersigned, and it 
will be mailed to you, postpaid, for one year. 


The Shortstory Publishing Company, 
144 High Street, Boston, Mass. 
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Thats 
The Ink 
used in 
al printing 


The Hook that shows isn’t | The Black Cat ) 


so good as the Hook that 


doesn’t. There’s no show to is manufactured 


the Singer Hook and Eye. | by 
Sold everywhere. | ‘ ) 
Singer Safety Hook & Eye Co, } Gco. H. Morrill & Co., 


GRAND Rapips, MicH. Boston. Mass 


a 


“It’s just like cream.” 


= 
= Williams Shaving Soaps have been 
: famous for fifty years. 


Sold by dealers everywhere. 


THE J. B. WILLIAMS CO., 


GLASTONBURY, CONN. 


DISCREPANCY ] 
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The Atlantic Monthly. 


Important Announcements for the Fall of 1895. 


er 


The publishers take pleasure in announcing an unusual amount of good 
: fiction. Early issues of the Atlantic will contain The Apparition of 
Gran’ther Hill, by Rowland Robinson; Pilgrim Station, by A/ary 
Hallock Foote; Athenaise, a Creole Story, by Aa/e Chopin; The End of 
t the Terror, by Xodert Wilson, a Southern writer. Aside from these, there 
will be stories by Mrs. Wiggin, Henry James, 1. Dougall, Ellen Mackubin, 
and others. 

Conspicuous in the Fall issues will be papers of Travel. Zafcadio Hearn 
will contribute sketches and interpretations of the new Japan, There will 
be further papers in Mr. Peabody’s An Architect’s Vacation series, the 
forthcoming one being entitled The Venetian Day. A delightful paper of 
Spanish travel by Mrs. Miriam Coles Harris can be promised, and A/ice 
Brown will write of a visit to the original Cranford. Aradford Torrey will 
publish further sketches of life and nature in his Tennessee haunts. Other 
articles of special interest, which can perhaps be classed under this head, 
r will be Reminiscences of Eastern Travel by Miss /Zarriet Waters Preston; 
. t and Josiah Flynt, who has become an authority on the vagrant, will contribute 
, one of his entertaining studies of tramp life, The Children of the Road. 
The subject of Education will, as usual, receive attention. ‘The Atlantic 
was the first of the leading magazines to make the discussion of important 
i educational questions one of the features of its pages. In early issues will 
‘ be printed articles by President Zucker, of Dartmouth, and Professor 
J. H. Wright, of Harvard 

The usual departments and the exhaustive book-reviews will continue to 


be features of each issue. 


35 cents a copy. $4.00 a year. 


| Houghton, Mifflin & Company, 


4 Park St., Boston. 11 East 17th St., New York. 
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HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.’S 


RECENT STORIES. 


The Story of Christine Rochefort. 


By HELEN CHOATE Prince. Third Edition. $1.25. 

“Mrs. Prince, granddaughter of Rufus Choate, has written a novel particularly 
strong in its well-knit style. ... The personal touches, scenes, and conversations 
are delightful.’’--Chicago Times-Herald. 

“The story throughout exhibits a sweetness and elevation of tone which is in 
charming contrast to the generality of novels.”— Literary World. 

like everything about it.”— Horace HOWARD FuRNgss, LL. D. 


Daughters of the Revolution. 
By CHARLES CARLETON CorFrn, author of ‘‘The Drum-Beat of the 
Nation,” etc. With illustrations. Second Edition. Crown, 8vo, $1.50. 
** Mr. Coftin’s story is one of thrilling interest, and is at the same time an historic- 


ally accurate presentation of the scenes, events, and the spirit of the people of the 
colonies at the fateful outbreak of the Revolution.”— Boston Advertiser. 


A Soulless Singer. 


By MARY CATHERINE Lek, author of * A Quaker Girl of Nantucket,” 
and ** In the Cheering-Up Business.’’ 16mo, $1.25. 

“The story’s motive is the power of human passion to give toa voice which is 
otherwise noble and well trained the quality of feeling, of soul, which is essential to 
the really great singer. . . . The story is well written.”—Springfield Republican. 

“A daintier, prettier love-story than this it would be hard to find.” —Chicago Interior. 


Under the ‘Man-fig. 


By M. E. M. Davis, 16mo, $1.25. 

** A story of the old South by a writer who knows well how to use the rich material 
afforded by that picturesque time and people.’’— Nashville Banner. 

“ An exciting story and astrong study of character.”— /ortland Transcript. 


Stories of the Foot-hills. 


By MarGARET C, GRAHAM. 16mo, $1.25. 

“The glimpses of manners and social usages of the Western foot-hills are, in our 
opinion, more irresistible than the weather-worn peculiarities of New England that 
have been dragged through so much of the storm and sun of modern fiction.”— New 
York Times. 


Philip and His Wife. 


By Mrs. DeLAND, author of “ John "Ward, Preacher,” “‘ The Old Gar- 
den,” ete. Eighth Thousand. 16mo, $1.25. 
‘An interesting and absorbing romance, one of those rare*creations in our slip- 
shod era of a story as well written as it is interesting.”— London Telegraph. 
“ A book of genuine originality and power.”’— New York Tribune. 


The Story of Lawrence Garthe. 


By Mrs. Kirk, author of ‘*The Story of Margaret Kent,’’ ete. 16mo, $1.25. 
‘Tt have had adelightful feast, charming and absorbing from beginning to end. 
... It is all fascinating, and the plot is managed so admirably throughout.”— 
Horace Howarp Furness, LL. D. 
Sweet Clover. 


By CLARA Louise BuRNHAM, author of “ Dr. Latimer,’’ ‘ Miss bagg’s 
Secretary,’ ete. Ninth Thousand. 16mo, $1.25. 
‘Mrs. Burnham has laid the seene of her pleasant, pure-toned romance among the 
glories of the White City. It is delightful to have them reanimated in such a vivid 
manner.” — Literary World. 


Ceeur d’Alene. 


By MAry HALLocK Foorr, author of ‘ John Bodewin’s Testimony,” 
“The Led Horse Claim,” *‘ In Exile,” ete. 16mo, $1.25. 
“The movement of the story is rapid, the interest most intense, and the event 
almost tragic; but the narrative is interspersed with many a scene sparkling with 
humor and brilliant dialogue.”’— Books, Denver. 


Sold by all booksellers. Sent postpaid, by 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston. 
11 East 17th Street, New York. 
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| | Lablache Face Powder 


) The Queen of Toilet Powders. 


The Mason and Ham-\t ) 
lin Pianosare the only 
pianos manufactured 
containing the pat- 


ented Screw Stringer, 
by virtue of which 
they do not require 


one quarter as much} 
tuning as any other 


HE purest and most 
perfect Face Powder 
that science and skill 
can produce, Makes the 
, skin soft and beautiful 


ducing expense _ of 


keeping and incon- 


‘venience to a mini- 
Full particulars and 


catalogues mailed free on 
application. 


4 Mason & Hamlin Co 


and removes Sun-burn, Tan, Freckles, and 
all shiny appearance, Invisible on closest 
inspection. Absolutely harmless. We invite 
chemical analysis and the closest search for 
injurious ingredients. It is used and in- 
dorsed by the most prominent society and 
rofessional ladies in Europe and America. 
nsist upon having Lablache Powder, or risk 


the a ge produced by cheap pow- ( 


BOSTON. NEWYORK. CHICAGO. Ih 9) ders. Flesh, White, Pink, and Cream Tints. 


Price, 50c. pet box. 
t Of all druggists, or by mail. 
: BEN. LEVY & CO., French Perfumers, 
: 34 WEST STREET, BOSTON, MASS., U.S. A. 


BALZAC. 


Translated by KATHARINE PRESCOTT WORMELEY. 


Duchesse De Langeais. 


The Marriage Contract. 
Pere Goriot. 


Beatrix. 


»f The Rise and Fall of Cesar Birotteau. The Daughter of Eve. 
el Cousin Bette. Sons of the Soil. 
4 Eugenie Grandet. The Lily of the Valley. 
The Magic Skin. An Historical Mystery. 
Albert Savarus. 
r Fame and Sorrow. Pierrette. 
The Country Doctor. The Chouans. 
1 Louis Lambert. Lost Illusions. 
ie Cousin Pons. A Great Man of the Provinces in Paris. 


The Two Brothers. The Brotherhood of Consolation. 

The Village Rector. 

Memoirs of Two Young Married Women. 
Catherine d’Medici. 

Lucien de Rubempre. 

Ferragus. 


7 

The Alkahest. 
» Modeste Mignon. 
Seraphita. 
7 


Ursula. 
A Start in Life. 


Handsome 12mo volumes. Uniform in size and style. Half Russia, $1.50 each. 


HONORE DE BALZAC. A Memoir. 


Compiled and written by KATHARINE PREsCoTT WORMELEY, translator of Balzac’s 
12mo, half Russia, 


Works. With Portrait taken one hour after death by Eugene Giraud. 
price $1 50. 


Mailed, postage paid, on receipt of price by the Publishers. 


( 

| 

q 

) CRY 

Ey | A ( 

] ) 2, 
Au 

4 

b 


SINT 


| ‘My Boy - 


EPAGES 


LIQUID GLUE 


Will not mend broken 
bones but! dont know 
anything else if wont 
mend-and mend it so 
that twill stay mended 
_ too” 


Ten-cent bottles for household use. 
Cans with patent cover for Mechanics. 


Copyright 1896, by Russia Cement Co., Gloucester, Mass. 
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High Grade 
Salad for 
High Grade 
People 


Book about real Olive Oil— 
Nature’s best refined — appre- 
ciated by folks of educated taste 
—free if you mail us your call- 
ing card—we don’t want postal 
card folks—A. G. Belden & Co., 
145 Maiden Lane, New York, 


Importers. 


choicest luxuryto the plain- 
est every-day necessity—if 


a it among our stock, and at¥ 
fs prices that bring wholesale ¥ 
Sand retail buy ers from 
everywhere. 
és Sons & Co., 658 Washing- ¥ 
St., 
Boston, Mass. 


hh 


hh 


a in Carpets, Rugs, § 
Hangings, and 
Upholstery , from: 
* the Oriental tothe 
: Occidental, from: 
the superb antique 
a to the attractive; 
modern, from the 


> it’s worth havi ing,you Ii find $ ¥ | 


John H. Pray, % | 


opposite Boylston ¥ | 


Bankers 


“Take care of money— te to check — 
give interest on deposits. 


He and sell for cash or mar 
the securities listed on New 


Exchange 


in ONLY 
ork Stock 


Investors of f money 


wire. 


A member of our firm 
Stock Exchange. 


Wayland Trask & Co., 
18Wall St., New 


always on floor of ae 


All about lanterns, stere- 
opticons and views, for 
Public Exhibitions — 
Schools—Home amuse- 
ment and for everybody 
How to make money 
—265 page illustrated 
catalogue free. — Send 
to McAllister, 49 Nas- 
sau Street, New York. 
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Joy, wealth, and health, and hope long fled 

We drink, and sorrow bury, 

In draughts from Nature’s fountain-head, 
Of SPARKLING LONDONDERRY. 


Copyright, 1895, by Londonderry Lithia Spring Water Co., Nashua, N, H. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


To give you some 
idea how entirely dif- 
ferent the 


Bridgeport 
“NCW” Rochester 


2 


is from all other lamps, we 
give the No.2 burner photo- 
— exact size; are these 

raft holes likely to get filled up 
to endanger your life? 

We cannot tell you here why 
there is no climbing of the 
flame, no soiling table covers, 

gyno breaking of chimney 
springs, no running over in 
filling, etc.; but our new Cat- 
alegue will—and give other im- 
— information which every 
amp user ought to know — free 
for the asking — but mention 
this publication. 

Don't jeopardize the life 
of your family, as we can sup- 
ply new fonts to fit your old un- 
satisfactory and unsafe lamps. 

Don’t mistake and think we 
are advertising a burner; this 
illustration shows that 


rt 
only of the central draft 
Bridgeport ‘New’ Roch- 
ester Lamps — the Catalogue 


explains everything you want 
to know; send for it now, please. 


Bridgeport Brass Co. 


Bridgeport, Conn., 
or 19 Murray St., N. Y. 
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Lt cures from head to foot. 


uritana 


ure 


For diseases of the Stomach 


Liver 
Blood 
Kidneys 
Weak Lungs 
Starved Nerves 
Fagged Brain 
It cures after everything else has failed. It cures 


cases that have been given up as hopeless. It cures 
pleasantly. It cures positively. It cures permanently 


It cures from head to foot. 


Puritana is the prize formula of 
Prof. Dixi Crosby, M.D., LL.D., for 
over 30 years at the head of Dart- 
mouth Medical College. 


If you are a sufferer, get of your druggist this 

t disease-conquering discovery (the price is $1 

or the complete treatment, consisting of one bottle 

of Puritana Compound, one bottle of Puritana 

Pills, and one bottle of Puritana Tablets), or write 

to the undersigned, and you will bless the day 

when you heard of Puritana. The Puritana Com- 
pound Co., Concord, N. H. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The Story of 


Puritana. 


Prof. Dixi Crosby, M. D., LL. D., 
who for thirty-two years was at the 
head of Dartmouth Medical College, 
belonged to the famous Crosby family 
of physicians, which for several gener- 
ations has furnished more distin- 
guished medical men than any other 
family in America. His father was 
Dr. Asa Crosby, of Dartmouth, who 
procured the charter of the State 
medical society, of which he was for 
thirty years a conspicuous member; 
one brother, Dr. Josiah Crosby, in- 
vented the invalid bed and the method 
of making extensions of fractured 
limbs by adhesive strips; another 
brother, Dr. Thos. R. Crosby, was 
chief surgeon in Columbian College 
Hospital during the war, and later 
professor of animal and vegetable 
physiology at Dartmouth College; 
while Dr. Dixi Crosby himself was 
the inventor and discoverer of various 
important improvements in medicine 
and surgery, including a new and 
unique mode of reducing metacarpo- 
phalangeal dislocation, opening of ab- 
scess at hip-joint, etc., ete. 

At the early age of twenty-four his 
extraordinary skill and success in over- 
coming disease had already attracted 
the attention of medical men through- 
out the world, and won for him the 
highest honors. His greatest achieve- 
ment was the discovery of an original 
method for perfecting and compound- 
ing in permanent form what has be- 
come known as his * prize formula,” 
and which, under the name of Puri- 
tana, is legally protected. 

The foundation of this remarkable 
medical discovery consists of simple 
New England roots and herbs, and the 
original family recipe for it has de- 
scended to the long line of Crosby 
physicians from their Puritan ances- 
tors. Its peculiar vegetable composi- 
tion rendered it necessary to brew it 


whenever needed in the early days of . 


its history, and after the scattering of 
the Puritan families to remote locali- 
ties, where the necessary ingredients 
were not to be found, many attempts 
were made to put it up in permanent 
form, all of which failed until Dr, Dixi 
Crosby discovered means and methods, 
the result of which is: Nature’s Cure 
compounded in the laboratory of 
Common Sense. 
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it cures from head to foot, 


Puritana 
Nature’s Cure 


OFFICIAL, 


The cures effected in this 
State by Dr. Dixi Crosby’s 
prize formula Puritana are so 
astonishing and the results 
with which we personally have 
used this remarkable medical 
discovery are so entirely sat- 
isfactory that we deem it our 

Seal of New Hampshire. Guty to accord it our public 
indorsement and private rec- 
ommendation. 


; Sec’y Board of Agriculture. 
Governor of New Hampshire. 


Ant County Solicitor. 
E.x-Governor of New Hampshire. | 


Ey | Insurance Commissioner. 
hud 


Cashier Merrimac Co. Bank. 


R.R. Commissioner. 


Secretary of State. | 


Practising Physician. 


Mayor of Concord. Treas. Loan and Trust Savings Bank, 

Puritana has cured case after case that had been given up 
as hopeless. 

It has cured case after case from head to foot, whether the 
suffering was due to disordered Blood, Liver, Stomach, Kid- 
neys, Lungs, Brain, Nerves, or Skin. A trial proves its worth. 

If you are a sufferer get of your druggist this great disease-conquering discovery (the price ts #1, 
for the complete treatment, consis'ing of one bottle of Puritana Compound, oue bottle of Puritana 


Pills, ard one bottle of Puritana Tablets), or write to the undersigned, and you will bless the day 
when you heard of Puritana. The Puritana Compound Co., Concord, N. H. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.’S 


AUTUMN FICTION. 


A Singular Life. 


By Exizaseru Stuart Puecrs, author of “‘ The Gates Ajar,” etc., 16mo, $1.25. 
A story of remarkable power and clgnicance, depicting the heroic career of a singularly con- 
scientious minister among fishermen, and the sublime success he achieved. 


A Gentleman Vagabond, and Some Others. 


By F. Horxinson Situ, author of ** Colonel Carter of Cartersville,”’ A Day at Laguerre’s,” 
etc. 16mo, $1.25. 

A book of short stories by a man who always has exceptionally interesting stories to tell and 
who tells them wonderfully well. 


The Life of Nancy. 


By Saran Orne Jewett, author of ‘‘ Deephaven,” “‘ A Native of Winby,” etc. 16mo, $1.25. 
A book of short stories as good as Miss Jewett has ever written, and who has written better? 


The Village Watch-Tower. 


By Mrs. Wiaccern, author of ‘* The Birds’ Christmas Carol,” etc. 16mo, $1.00. 
Several short stories containing admirable studies of New England village life — bright, witty, 
extremely readable. 


The Wise Woman. 


Ry Mrs. Burnnam, author of “ Sweet Clover,” ‘‘ Miss Bagg’s Secretary,’ etc. 16mo, $1.25. 
The aim of this charming story is to do away with artificial conventionalities and promote a more 
sincere social life. 


The Coming of Theodora. 


By Exiza Orne Wuirte, author of Winterborough,”’ When Molly Was Six.’ 16mo, $1.25 
A novel that may well cause discussion. The scene is a semi-rural neighborhood, the characters 
true to life, the incidents natural and the narrative fresh and attractive. 


Clarence. 
By Bret Harte. 16mo, $1.25. 


In a Hollow of the Hills. 


By Bret Harte. 16mo, $1.25. 

“Clarence ’’ is a story of war time and introduces President Lincoln. ‘ In a Hollow of the 
Hills” is a story of far Western life, in which figure robbers, a mysterious lady, a lonely young girl. 
The incidents are highly dramatic and the story is told as only Bret Harte can tell such a story. 


The Mystery of Witch-Face Mountain. 


By Cuar tes Ecasrt Crappock, author of “‘ The Prophet of the Great Smoky Mountains,” 
ete. 16mo, $1.25. 

A book of several powerful stories of the region and characters which Miss Murfree knows 
so well and “ plays”’ so effectively. 


The Cup of Trembling, and Other Stories. 
By Mary Hattock Foorr, author of ‘‘ Coeur d’ Alene,”’ ‘“‘ The Chosen Valley,” etc. 16mo, 


$1.25. 
A collection of short stories, admirable in plot, characters, narrative, tone, and purpose. 


The Madonna of the Tubs. 


New Popular Edition of one of Miss Puxtrs’s most striking and touching stories. With illus- 
trations. Uniform with Mrs. Wiggin’s ‘‘ The Birds’ Christmas Carol.” 75 cents. 


Mr. Rabbit at Home. 


A sequel to “ Little Mr. Thimblefinger and His Queer Country.” By Jog. CHanpier Har- 
ris. With 2s illustrations by Oliver Herford. Square 8vo, bound in very attractive style, $2.00. 


The Nimble Dollar, and Other Stories. 


A group of capital stories for boys. By Cartes Miner THompeson. With a frontispiece 
illustration. 1 vol. 16mo, $1.00. 


Sold by Booksellers. Sent postpaid by 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., BOSTON. 
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Free for Postal 


If you want to obtain WITHOUT COST a 


Bicycle, Piano, Organ, Sewing Machine, Fountain Pen, a Carriage Lamp, 
Bicycle Lantern, Camera, Winchester Rifle, a Revolver, Typewriter, Carpet 
Sweeper, Roll-top Desk, Frank Leslie Pipe, Etchings, an Encyclopedia, any 
Standard Work, Popular Books, Silverware, New Sets of Standard Works, etc. 


Send us your name and address and mention Tuk BLack Cat. These substantial and valuable premiums, 
the best ever offered by a reliable publishing house, are given absolutely free, 
with the wonderfully improv 


Frank Leslie’s Popular Monthly, 


Contains each month: Original Water Color Frontispiece, Over 100 New and High Class Illustrations, 
128 Quarto Pages of Reading Matter. 


Publishes more illustrations and literary matter than any other magazine in America. 


25 Cents. $3.00 a Year. 
Frank Leslie’s Pleasant Hours for Boys and sent at once, in stamps or coin, will 
20c.{ 


Girls. A bright, new, wholesome, juvenile monthly. ae you a specimen copy of all 
Fully illustrated, The best writers for young people ree magazines. 
contribute to it. le. a copy; $1.00 a year, 


Frank Leslie’s Budget. A monthly of humnes, Frank Leslie’s Publishing House, 


satire, and tales of adventure, Thoroughly up 


date, and fully illustrated, 10c. acopy. $1.00 year, 42-44 Bond street, New York. 


“The Handsomest of Special Numbers.” 
The Magnificent 


Christmas Double Number 


Forms will close Monday, November 25. 


Unusually large extra edition to be printed. 
Limited space. 


Send order and “ Copy ” at once to 
EDWARD P. CONE, Manager Advertising Department, 


‘ Ledger Building, New York City. 
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“GOLD MEDAL AND DIPLOMA, CONSTITUTING HIGHEST AWARD, MUNICH INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION, 1495 
AN UNPARALLELED VICTORY IN THE VERY HOME OF BREWING” 


THE HISTORY OF BREWING BEGINS WITH EGYPT | 


| AWARD [im 
WORLD'S FAIR | 


Life’s 
eee Struggle 


Becomes more and 
more intense as the 
Nineteenth Century 
advances. Mentally 
and physically we must 
conserve our energies, 
build up our strength, 
and equip ourselves for 
the contest. We must 
have sleep, good diges- 
tion, steady nerves, 
bone and muscle, clear 
minds. These can be 
secured, maintained 
and enhanced by the 
use of 


Pabst.... 
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Hat 


The Hook that shows isn’t 
so good as the Hook that 
doesn’t. There’s no show to 
the Singer Hook and Eye. 
Sold everywhere. 


Singer Safety Hook & Eye Co., 
GRAND Rapips, 


o 


The Ink 


used in 
printing 


The Black Cat 


is manufactured 
by 


Geo. H. Morrill & Co., 


Boston, Mass. 


Fittistic, 
Original, ano 
Unique 


Typograpby. 


Boston, MViass. 


LECANT FLOWERING 
BULBS. 


Sent by Mail, postpaid, at the following 
special prices. 


3 named HYACINTES, different colors, fine, for de. 
lovely sorts, all different, 


” ” ” 


ABC 


| 18 


10 CROCUS, 5 sorts, named, pe + 
AS, fine mixed sorts, 

LACK 6 , new, from Palestine - = 
or the whole 36 Bulbs, postpaid, for 60 cents. 


Our Catalogue 
ELEGANTLY ILLUSTRATED, of all kinds of 

Bulbs, for Fall Planting and Winter ene 
also new Fruits, Shrubs, etc., is now ready, an 

will be mailed FREE to all who apply. Choicest 
Hyacinths, Tulips, Narcissus, and other Bulbs, 
oe peng reduced prices. Write for it at once. 
Address 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, - FLORAL PARK, W. Y. 
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eee see 


E PAGE’S 
LIQUID G LU E 
will not mend broken 
bones but don’t know 
anything else it Won't 
mend --and mend it 
so that ‘twill stay 
mended, too.” 


= 


Ten-cent bottles for household use. 
Cans with patent cover for Mechanics. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Copyright, 1895, by The Shortstory Publishing Co, 


New York Tribune : — The average American can always find time to read such fascinating stories 
as are published in the attractive new story magazine, The Black Cat. Brief, stirring, well handled, 
and uniquely original, these tales are distinctly a new departure in story-telling. 


Boston, Mass., Daily Herald : — The Black Cat has reached the climax of the story-telling art. 
Both press and public seem to have agreed upon this. In street cars and hotels, in drawing- 
rooms and in railroad stations, this magazine’s outward attractiveness and interesting inwardness are 
the subject of continued conversation. 


Philadelphia, Pa., Evening Telegraph : — The new Boston short-story magazine, The Black 
Cat, with its complete, stirring tales, exquisite cover, clear type and captivating initial cuts and tail- 
pieces —all for five cents — will repay the buyer a dozen times over. 


Woonsocket, R. I., Daily Reporter : — The Black Cat presents an entire departure from the 
beaten path. It is marked to become ‘he magazine of story lovers. 


Cumberland, Md., Daily Times:—The prettiest, most unique, and most interesting story 
magazine on the market is The Black Cat. It is a gem and will become a great pet. 


Hartford, Conn., Daily Times : — What sets the Black Cat magazine apart from any other is 
the fact that its stories are not only absolutely new, but that they are well told, and offered on their 
merits as stories. "Tis unique in contents, unique in make-up, and compact in form. 


Springfield, I11., Daily News: — The Black Cat is exactly such a new departure in story tell- 
ing as any man or woman will appreciate. It furnishes the most delightful five cents’ worth ever put 
into print. 


Boston, Mass., Daily Post : — Surely any one who buys a copy of the new five-cent story maga- 
zine, The Black Cat, will pronounce it the most fascinating five cents’ worth on earth. 


sg N. H., Daily Post :— The Black Cat, with its clever, original stories — all good 


stories, well told —is undoubtedly destined to become the most popular magazine ever published 


Detroit, Mich., Journal: —1n The Black Cat the reader will find, not fairly good stories, but the 
best stories, gotten up in the cleverest form, and offered for the least money, — five cents. 


Burlington, Vt., Free Press: — The outward attractiveness of the Black Cat magazine is more 
than fulfilled by the interest of the original, stirring, complete tales that make up its contents. 


Boston, Mass., Daily Globe : —Its captivating contents, — stories that are stories, — render The 
Black Cat emphatically the periodical for the story-loving public everywhere. 


Manchester, N. H., Daily Mirror : — The most uniquely fascinating magazine ever published 
is the Black Cat. Certainly any one who spends five cents for a copy will find his investment repaid 
many times over. 


Lynn, Mass., Daily Item : — The Black Cat is the most original and captivating story teller ever 
published. It lives up to its watchwords — fascinating tales, cleverly told. 


Baltimore, Md., American : — The literary contents of the unique new Boston magazine, The 
Black Cat, are quite as fascinating as its exquisite covers. 


Evansville, Ind., Daily Courier:— With its beautiful appearance and excellent short 
stories — all for five cents — The Black Cat is bound to become a general favorite and popular success. 


New Vork Mail and Express: — The Black Cat will prove a lite pet. It publishes good, 
strong short stories,— the most difficult literary product to obtain. It is , Stirring, enterprising, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Story Tellers 


Will simply waste time and postage in sending us manuscripts 
which do not in every particular meet the following require- 
ments : — 

We can use only such stories as, both in plot and handling, 
are of striking originality and universal interest, stories which 
never, either in whole or part, have appeared in print before, 
and which are free from padding, commonplace and attempted 
fine writing. No dialect stories, poetry, or translations will be 
considered. The Black Cat will give space only to 


Fascinating Tales, Cleverly Told. 


To receive attention, all manuscripts must bear the writer’s 
full name and address, together with the number of words, which 
may range from fifteen hundred to five thousand, but must in no 
case exceed the latter number; they must be very legibly written, 
sent unfolded, and accompanied by sufficient stamps for their 
return, Manuscripts will be received and returned only at the 
contributor’s risk. All stories will be judged purely on their 
own merits, and the writer’s name or reputation will carry no 
weight whatever. Payment for accepted manuscripts will be 
made not according to length, but according to the editor's 
opinion of their worth. Manuscripts will be paid for on the day 
of acceptance, 


THE SHORTSTORY PUBLISHING CO., 144 High St., Boston, Mass. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Some New Fiction. 


Jude, the Obscure (Hearts Insurgent). By | His Father’s Son. A Novel of New York. 

THOMAS HARDY. TIllustrated. Post 8vo, By BRANDER MATTHEWS. Illustrated by 

Cloth, Ornamental. (About Ready.) | T. pe THULSTRUP. Post 8vo, Cloth, Orna- 


B 
The Red Cockade. By STANLEY J. WEYMAN. 
Illustrated. Post Cloth, Ornamental, People We Pass. By Junttan RALPH. Mlus- 
$1.50. trated. Post 8vo, Cloth, Ornamental. 
(Just Ready.) 


Red Men and White. Stories. By OwEN 
WisrerR, Illustrated. Post8vo, Cloth, Or- 
namental. Ready ) 


The Day of Their Wedding. By W. D. 
HOWELLS. Llustrated. Post 8vo, Cloth. 
(Just Ready.) 


Against Human Nature. By Maria Louise 
*OOL. Post 8vo, Cloth, Ornamental. $1.25. 


Sunshine and Haar. By Srroun- 
Post 8vo, Cloth, Ornamental. (eady.) 


A Cumberland Vendetta, and Other Stories. 
By Joun Fox, Jr. Ulustrated. Post 8vo, 
Cloth, Ornamental, $1.25. 

' The Sowers. ENRY SETON MERRIMAN. 

The Veiled Doctor. By VARINA ANNE JEF- Post 8vo, Cloth Ornamental. $1.25. 
FERSON DAVIS. Post 8vo, Cloth, Orna- " 
mental. $1.25. | With the Procession. By Henry B. FuLier. 


My Lady Nobody. A Novel. By MAARTEN Post 8vo, Cloth, Ornamental. $1.25. 
MAARTENS. Author of “An Old Maid’s | The Front Yard, and Other Italian Stories. 


Love,” ete. Illustrated, Post 8vo, Cloth, By CONSTANCE FENIMORE WoOoLsoN. Il- 
Ornamental. $1.75. lustrated. 16mo, Cloth, $1.25. 


HARPER & BROTHERS, Publishers, New York. 


Every Description of Printing Plates made by us, by every process. 


c. J. PETERS & SON,... 


[Photo Engravers 

Finest Half-Tones |lectrotypers 

a Specialty. /UWlar Engravers 
Typographers 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Special Designs and Drawings made to order. 
References in all parts of the United States. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


EXQUISITE CLEANSER. S 


FOR 
AIR an 


The antiseptic quality of 


| Packer’s Tar Soap is a pro- 


tection against contagion. 
Its balsamic properties make 
it useful in irritated condi- 
tions of the skin. For wash- 
ing the Hair and Scalp it is 
without a rival; it removes 
dandruff, allays itching, does 


| } not dry the hair, but leaves it 


ig soft and lustrous. 
All Druggists. 


25 cents. 
The Packer 
Mfg. Co., New York. 


D. Goff & Sons, 


is GOFF’S BRAID 
preferable to any- 


\' h thing else for bind- 


skirts an 
dresses ? 
I1—Does not hold the dirt like 


Velveteen. 


IL.—Will not chafe the shoes like 
Mohair. 


A Pure Worsted Braid 
(Like Goff’s) 


is superior to anything 
else. 


5 yds., any color matched, for 8c. 
” ” ” 


” 
If you cannot obtain it of your 
ealer. 


Pawtucket, R. I. 
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“The most fascinating five cents’ worth on earth.’’—Boston Post. 


FOR 


DECEMBER, 1895, 


Will contain the following Original and Complete Stories. 


— 


No magazine ever issued at any price has presented in one num- 
ber a collection of stories marked by such originality and fascinating 
force as those contained in this issue of Tae Buack Cat. As the 


edition is limited, those desiring copies should not fail to place orders 
with their newsdealers in advance of publication. 


— 


) The Great Star Ruby. By Barnes MacGreggor. 


In this highly dramatic story th 
) ruby, moves swiftly and stirring 
then back to Australia. 


e action, which centers around a fifty-thousand-pound 
y from Australia to India, thence to Continent, and 


The Interrupted Banquet. By Rene Bache. 


The startling experience of a man who, without warning, found himself and sweetheart 
the guests at a phantom dinner party. 


A clever account of the s ineidents resulting fro 


m the introduction of a matri- 
monial journal into a bachelor mining cainp, during Gold Tine. 


) The Archangel. By James Q. Hyatt. 
] 


Asleep at Lone Mountain. By H. D. Umbstaetter. 
A graphic tale of overland travel, abounding in pathetic and absorbing incident. 


) Kootchie. By Harold Kinsabby. 
ciel charnctore this bret comedy ites, And Mlslonnry ent, re the 
| Frazer’s Find. By Roberta Littichale. 


No more powerful and humanly Setevanting story of the California pioneer days has 
appeared than this tale of one man’s struggies for the gold and the love t came too late. 


e story gains rather than loses by the womanly delicacy of touch that is united to the 
vigor of its theme. 


It is sold only by 


newsdealers. If yours hasn’t it, and won’t get it for you, get another news- 
dealer. 


) 
Tue BLAcKk Car is issued monthly at five cents a copy. 
) 


The Shortstory Publishing Company, 
144 High Street, Boston, Mass. 
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Dress Binding 


Unequaled.” 


This is the opinion 
of experienced Dress- 
makers who have tried 

SO-Called substitutes 
ia during the past thirty 


Red Spool, five yards, 
mailed for 8 cents, or 
Black Spool, three and 
one quarter yards, 6 cents 
(stamps may be used), if 
you cannot find the proper 
shade where you trade. 


D. Goff & Sons, 


PAWTUCKET, R. I. 


or 


, Twitching of the eyelids or eyebrows. 


Noises in the head. 

Despondency. 

Unnatural thirst. 

Weak back or knees. 

Nervousness, 

Capricious appetite. 

Deranged digestion. 

A dull pain in the back. 

Swelled feet. 

Weak feeling. 

Uncertain sleep. 

Any one of these may be the only warn- 
ing it gives of its presence, and its pres- 


ence means Death, unless the only rem- 


edy yet discovered is used. 

Besides the above, there are other 
symptoms of Bright's Disease, but there 
is only one cure for this and other kidney 
diseases, and that cure is Hunt’s Remedy. 

If you have any of these symptoms, do 
not delay. Arrest disease and make the 
kidneys healthy. 


Write Us, 


and we will advise with yw free of cost, 
Hiunt’s Remedy Co., Providence, R.1. 


THE BCTTS PATENT HEADLIGHT Co, 
10 WARREN ST ‘NEW YORK 
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The Baby’s Life 


DEPENDS ON THE FOOD IT GETS; this is true in more ways than one. 
Insufficient nourishment is the cause of much of the fatality among infants. 
Improper food brings on indigestion, which brings all sorts of troubles, If 
the digestion is good, summer complaint need not be feared, and teething is 
easy. If the food is right, the digestion will be good. 

If a little study, and care, and trouble are necessary to secure the right 
food, it really saves trouble in the end—serious, painful trouble, in which 
remorse plays no little part. 

RIDGE’S FOOD requires special preparation. It has to be boiled, 

a matter of three minutes’ time, and you have to 
take some care of it; but it is the best food in the whole world for infants. 
There’s nothing “just as good” or ‘‘ nearly as good.”” The best is none too 
good for little babies, and a mother who will risk her baby’s health and life, 
just to save a little care, either does not truly understand the case, or else is 
a very queer mother. 

RIDGE’S FOOD is the only perfect substitute for mother’s milk. It is 
a complete food by itself, and does not depend wholly on milk to make it 
nutritious and wholesome. It is readily assimilated and is neutral iu its 
effect on the bowels, thereby avoiding many troublesome complications. 
It produces sound, solid, healthy flesh, and helps baby grow up into a strong 
and useful man or woman. RIDGE’S FOOD is sold and used wherever the 
English language is spoken. A better food is impossible —so far none has 
been produced that can compare with it. 

If you care to know of actual experience with Ridge’s Food please send 
for voluntary testimonials to 


Ridge’s Food. . WOOLRICH & CO., Sole Mfrs., 


Used for 30 Years, 


Still Unercelled. Palmer, Mass. 
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| The Imperial 
Hair Regenerator 


/ NO MATTER HOW GRAY YOUR HAIR IS—-OR BLEACHED - 
OR FADED — MAKES IT BEAUTIFUL, NATURAL, HEALTHY 
LOOKING - IT 


' Gray Hair to its 
RESTORES Original Color. 


REGENERATES Bleached Hair. 


Gives it new life and vigor, and makes it any color desired. By the use cf 
the REGENERATOR once in every few months, the hair s always glossy, 
beautiful, and natura!. 
It is guaranteed by court tess absolutely harmless —and genuine. Ther: 

are many substitutes. Refuse to take them. 

No. 1. — Black. No. 4 — Chestnut. 

No. 2. — Dark Brown Yo. Light Chestnut. 

No. 3. — Medium Brown. No. 6— Gold Blonde. 

No. 7. Ash Blonde. 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL MFG. CO. 


292 Fifth Ave., New York 


Between 30th and 31st Streets. Take Elevator. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Houghton, Mifflin & Co.’s 


3 Autumn Fiction. 


A Singular Life. 


By Stuart author of The Gates Ajar,”’ ete. | 
16mo, $1.25. 
A story a remarkable power and significance, depicting the heroic career of 
a singularly conscientious minister among fishermen, and the sublime success he 


achieved. 


A Gentleman Vagabond, 
ine Some Others. By F. Hopkinson Smiru, author of ‘Colonel 
Carter of Cartersville,” “A Day at Laguerre’s,”’ ete. 16mo, $1.25. 


A book of short stories by a man who always has exceptionally interesting 
stories to tell, and who tells them wonderfully well. 


Life of Nancy. 
By SARAH ORNE JEWETT, author of “Deephaven,” “A Native of 
Winby,”’ ete. 16mo, $1.25. 
A book of short stories as good as Miss Jewett has ever written, and who has 
written better ? 


Village Watchtower. 
By Mrs. WiGGIn, author of ‘*The Birds’ Christmas Carol,” ete. 
16mo, $1.00. 


Several short stories containing admirable studies of New England village 
life — bright, witty, extremely readable. 


Wise Woman. 

By Mrs. BuRNHAM, author of ‘‘Sweet Clover,’ ‘‘ Miss Bagg’s Sec- 
retary,” ete. 16mo, $1.25 
The aim of this charming story is to promote a more sincere social life. 


The Coming of Theodora. 
By Exiza ORNE WHITE, author of ‘* Winterborough,” ‘‘ When Molly 
Was Six.’’ 16mo, $1.25. 
The scene is a semi-rural neighborhood, the characters true to life, the inci- 
dents natural, and the narrative fresh and attractive. 
Clarence, 
By Bret HArRTE. 16mo, $1.25, 


In a Hollow of the Hills. 


By Bret Harte. 16mo, $1.25. 

‘*Clarence”’ is a story of wartime, and introduces President Lincoln. ‘In a 
Hollow of the Hills” is a story of far Ww estern life, in which figure robbers, a mys- 
terious lady, a lonely young girl. The incidents are highly dramatic, and the 
story is told as only Bret Harte can tell such a story. 


The Mystery of Witch-face Mountain, 


By CHarRLes Ecpert Crappock, author of Prophet of the 
Great Smoky Mountains,”’ etc. 16mo, $1.25. 
A book of several powerful stories of the region and characters which Miss 
Murfree knows so well and plays so effectively. 


A Question of Faith. 


By Lity DovGALt, author of ‘ Beggars All,” etc. 16mo, $1.25, 
An English story, which a religious speculation makes very interesting. 


Sold by Booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston. 
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When the wild waves of ocean break upon the sounding 
shore, 

Or when the choicest china breaks upon the kitchen floor, 

Faint not, fair heart, nor leave these wrecks this stainless 
strand to strew ; 

But quickly join the pieces with Le Page’s Liquid Glue. 


Wood, Glass,China, Marble, lvory, 
Fancy-work, Toys, Books, even 
leather,—they’re all mended to 
STAY with Le Page’s Liquid Glue. 
Isn’t that what you need ? 

It is beyond all for strength. 
It is free from acid, and never 
injures the most delicate fabrics. 
It is ready without any heating. 
A lady can use it without calling 
on the man of the house. Take 
no substitute. 


BOTTLES, 10 CENTS. 
CANS WITH PATENT COVERS FOR MECHANICS. 


dt 52 ADVERTISEMENTS. 
+ 
° 
| 
| ¢ 
+ 
€ 
+ 
SOLD EVERYWHERE. 
i 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Stock 
Banker 


its Take care of money— subject to check — 
ase give interest on deposits. 
= 


ie Bly and sell for cash or margin ONLY 
the securities listed on New York Stock 
We Exchange 


All about lanterns, stere- 
opticons and views, for 
Public Exhibitions — 
Schools—Home amuse- 
ment and for everybody 
How to make money 
—265 page illustrated 
catalogue free. — Send 
to McALLISTER, 49 
NASSAU STREET, 
NEW YORK. 


ae Investors of money 


Bt Givers of stock information, by mail or 
wire, 


E 3 A member of our firm always on floor of 
Stock Exchange. 


Wayland Trask & Co., 
#% 18Wall St., New York. 


Eirtistic, 
Original, ano 


LECANT FLOWERINC 
BULBS. | 


Sent by Mail, postpaid, at the following | 


special prices. 


TULIPS, lovely sorts, all different, ,, 10c. U i 
MAS, | nique 
A ne mixed sorts, - - | 
1 BLACZ CALLA, new, from Palestine - ,, Typography. 
or the whole 36 Bulbs, postpaid, for 60 cents. 


Our Catalogue, | 
ELEGANTLY ILLUSTRATED, of all kinds of Plants and | 
Salts, for Fall Planting and Winter Blooming 
also new Fruits, Shrubs, etc., is now ready, anc 
will be mailed FREE to all who apply. Choicest 
Hyacinths, Tulips, Narcissus, and other Bulbs, 
oe reduced prices. Write for it at onee. 
Address 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, - FLORAL PARK, N.Y. 


Boston, Mass. 
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Copyright, 1895, by The Shortstory Publishing Co, 


January, 1896, 


Will contain the seven following original stories. All for Five Cents. 


These stories are all complete, all interesting from beginning to end, and 

_ all “ fascinating tales, cleverly told.” They are neither translations, bor- 
rowings, nor stealings, and represent the best money’s worth ever offered 
by any magazine at any price. 


In Solomon’s Caverns, By Cuaries Eowarp Barns. 


The astounding experience of a man lost for many days in the ancient cave 
under the city of Jerusalem. 


An Angel of Tenderfoot Hill. By Freoerick Braprorp, 

Being interesting chapters in the career of Mr. James Hewson, of Blackhawk. 
In Miggies’ Alley. By Herman Brownson. 

A dramatic episode of a tenement housetop. 


The Missing Link. By James BuckHAmM. 
A series of startling events connected with a mysterious donation of twenty- 
five thousand dollars. 

Unchallenged. By Katuarine Morrow. 
The amusing account of a real midnight ride by which two California girls won 
a wager of a twelve-mule threshing machine. 

Aidu. By Hero Desrarp. 
A beautiful Hindoo waif adopted into the family of a medical missionary in 
India is the heroine of this mystical love story. 

Mrs. Emory’s Boarder. By C. Marm Morr. 


The affecting romance of a maiden dressmaker. 


Tue BLack CarT is sold by newsdealers at five centsacopy. If yours hasn’t 
it and won’t get it for you, get another newsdealer. But if you haven’t a news- 
dealer, send fifty cents to the undersigned, and you will receive THe BLacK 
CaT, postage paid, for one year. 


The Shortstory Publishing Company, 
Boston, Mass. 
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If you are thinking about ad- 
vertising in any newspaper, magazine, 
or program anywhere, send to 


DODD'S 
Checkin 
AGENCY” 


6, 
Cor. Washington and Water Sts., 
Boston. 


We write and illustrate 
advertisements for our clients. 


Directly opposite the old location. 


Deana, 
Carerut Service. Low EstTIMaTrs. 


To give you some 
idea how entirely dif- 
ferent the 


Bridgeport 
“New” Rochester 


is from all other lamps, we 
give the No.2 burner photo- 
graphed exact size; are these 

raft holes likely to gett Ned up 
to endanger your life ’ 

We cannot tell you here why 
there is no climbing of the 
flame, no soiling table covers, 
no breaking of chimney 
springs, no running over in 
filling, etc.; but our new Cat- 
alegue will—and give other im- 

»rtant information which every 
| ae user ought to know — free 
for the asking — but mention 
this publication. 

Don’t jeopardize the life 
of your family, as we can sup- 
ply new fonts to fit your old un- 
satisfactory and unsafe lamps. 

Don't mistake and think we 
are advertising a burner; this 


geport Roch- 
ester Lamps — the Catalogue 
explains everything you want 
to know; send for it now, please. 


Bridgeport Brass Co, 


Bridgeport, Conn., 
or 19 Murray St., N. Y. 


If you are thinking about ad- 
vertising in any newspaper, magazine, 
or program anywhere, send to 


Dopp’sS 
Ticking 


MAGENCY” 


{ ore. Sus: Carter Building, 


Cor. Washington and Water Sts., 
Directly opposite the old location. Boston. 


We write and illustrate 
advertisements for our clients, 


Deane. 
Carerut Service. Low 


that rt 
only of the central draft 
Brid "’ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


it cures from head to foot. The Story of 


Puritana. 
Pu rl tana Prof. Dixi Crosby, M. D., LL. D., 


who for thirty-two years was at the 
head of Dartmouth Medical College, 
belonged to the famous Crosby family 
of physicians, which for several gener- 
ations has furnished more distin- 
guished medical men than any other 
family in America, His father was 
Dr. Asa Crosby, of Dartmouth, who 
procured the charter of the State 
medical society, of which he was for 
thirty years a conspicuous member; 
one brother, Dr. Josiah Crosby, in- 
vented the invalid bed and the method 
of making extensions of fractured | 
limbs by adhesive strips; another 
brother, Dr. Thos, R. Crosby, was 
chief surgeon in Columbian College 
Hospital during the war, and later 
professor of animal and vegetable 
physiology at Dartmouth College; 
while Dr, Dixi Crosby himself was 
the inventor and discoverer of various 
important improvements in medicine 
and surgery, including a new and 


> jo mode of reducing metacarpo- 
phalangeal dislocation, opening of ab- 
scess at hip-joint, etc., etc. 

At the early age of twenty-four his 
extraordinary skill and success in over- 
coming disease had already attracted 
the attention of medical men through- 
out the world, and won for him the 

For diseases of the 2 highest honors. His greatest achieve- 

Stomach ment was the discovery of an original 

Liver method for perfecting and compound- 

ing in permanent form what has be- 

Blood come known as his * prize formula,” 

Kidneys and which, under the name of Puri- 

And for r " £ tana, is legally protected. 

W eak Lungs The foundation of this remarkable 

Starved Nerves medical discovery consists of simple 

J : New England roots and herbs, and the 

Fagged Brain original family recipe for it has de- 

conus after ine failed. Ie cures| scended to the long line of Crosby 

cases that ve Vv . 

pleasantly. Is cures ponitively. It canes permanently physicians from their Puritan 

caps fren feet tors. Its peculiar vegetable composi- 
Srom head to foot. tion rendered it necessary to brew it 

whenever needed in the early days of 
Pp ogee - ow prize formula of its history, and after the scatterfng of 
rof. Dixi Crosby, M.D., LL.D., for || the Puritan families to remote locali- 
over 30 years at the head of Dart-|| ties, where the necessary Ingredients 
mouth Medical College. were not to be found, many attempts 

an made to put it up in permanent 

greal disease conquering discovery (the price is #1 form, all of which failed until Dr, Dixi 


for the complete treatment, consisting of one bottle | Crosby discovered means and methods, 
Pills, and one bottle of Puritana Tablets), or write the result of whic h is: Nature's Cure 
to the undersigned, and you will bless the day compounded in the laboratory of 
when you heard of Puritana. The Puritana Com- C Se 
pound Co., Concord, N. H. ommon Sense. 
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Halt loth Grinotine, 


OTWITHSTANDING the great 

number of imitations and sub- 

" stitutes advertised to be twice 

— as wide and twice as cheap, has a hold 

upon the fashionable dressmakers and 

fashionable women that cannot be 

shaken. It was only a matter of time 

for the old adage, ‘‘ The best is the 

cheapest ,” to be proven, and now the 

demand for the genuine Hair Cloth 

Crinoline, of which every strand of 

the weft is pure bair, promises to ex- 

ceed the output. Experience has also 

taught the best manner of using it, 

and the fault of shrinking or cockling, 

which by the unthinking ones has 

sometimes been attributed to hair cloth, without for a moment looking for the 

real cause, that of putting two fabrics of different nature together, either of 

which may shrink a little, has been overcome by scientific methods of inter- 

lining. Shrinking, ironing, and binding hair cloth before putting into a dress 

has also produced satisfactory results, more than compensating for the little 

extra trouble in so doing. To make certain of the genuine hair cloth take out 

a few strands of the weft, pull them, and if found to be elastic it is hair cloth, 
otherwise imitation, 

It is quite easily understood why hair cloth is so elastic and resilient if 
one will only stop to think that, no matter how many ways human hair is 
combed, whether twisted, curled, braided, crimped or frizzled, wet or oiled, it 
will resume its natural position, and, so, too, will Hair Cloth Crinoline, having 
a weft of pure bair, resume its normal condition. 

Such HAIR CLOTH CRINOLINE as above 
referred to is made by the American Hair 
Cloth Company, of Pawtucket, R. L., the largest 
hair cloth manufacturers in the world, whose 
goods are recognized as the leaders throughout 
the country, and are superior to any foreign or 
domestic make. They manufacture several 
grades, suitable for skirts and sleeves, for both 
day and evening dresses; 10/4, 14/4, 10/5, 
200/4, 98/3, usually sold for Skirts ; 84/3, ; 
146/3, 170/3, 200/4 for Sleeves. CHARLES E, PERVEAR, Agent. 
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“@OLD MEDAL AND DIPLOMA, CONSTITUTING HIGMEST AWARD, MUNICH INTERNATIONAL 
AN UNPARALLELED VICTORY IN THE VERY HOME OF BREWING? — 


7 
= 


SUPREME AWARD a 
WORLDS FAIR 


Life’s 
ee . Struggle 


Becomes more and 
more intense as the 
Nineteenth Century 
advances. Mentally 
and physically we must 
conserve our energies, 
build up our strength, 
and equip ourselves for 
the contest. We must 
have sleep, ay diges- 
tion, steady nerves, 
bone and muscle, clear 
minds. These can be 
secured, maintained 
and enhanced by the 
use of 


Pabst.... 


MALTEXTRACT 
The “Best” Tonle 


DABST HAS MADE IT SO. 
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Copyright, 1895, by The Shortstory Publishing Co. 


The climax of the story-telling art. — Boston Herald. 
Entirely original, interesting, thrilling,—nothing borrowed and 
nothing stolen.— Chicago Times-Herald. 


A new departure in story telling. Unique, tmscinating, at- 
tractive, original.—New York Tribune. 

Its fascinating inwardness c ists of plete original stories, 
every one of which is a gem.— Rochester Herald. 


More entertaining fiction for five cents than a whole year’s 
subscription to other magazines secures.— Manchester Union. 


The Black Cat 


The sale within three weeks of the entire edition 
of one hundred thousand copies of the first number 
of Tue Brack Car is entirely unprecedented in the 
history of periodical publication. 

No other magazine ever published anywhere at any 
price has met with so flattering a reception. This 
immediate bound into popular favor shows that the 
public appreciates A REAL STORY MAGAZINE 
devoted exclusively to FASCINATING STORIES 
CLEVERLY TOLD, — stories told on their own 
merits, not floated on the reputation of writers. 

The January issue of THe Biack Cart will be made 
up of as clever and original complete tales as story- 
telling genius can devise and money can buy. As the 
edition will be limited to two hundred thousand, every 
one desiring a copy should place his order in advance 
of publication. 


THE BLACK CarT Is sold by newsdealers at five cents a copy. If yours 
hasn’t it and won't get it for you, get another newsdealer. But if you 
haven’t a newsdealer, send fifty cents to the undersigned, and you will re- 
ceive THE BLACK CAT, postage paid, for one year. 


The Shortstory Publishing Company, 
Boston, Mass. 
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Queen Victoria 


Was ordered to cease drinking claret, champagne, etc., by the celebrated 
physician, Sir William Jenner, who prescribed fure whisky and water 
—— four parts of water to one of whisky — and the greatest benefit resulted 
from so doing. 
The reason is that the saccharine of the champagne, the acid of 
claret, and the alkaline properties of ale, beer, and porter are injurious, 
especially to ladies, elderly people, dyspeptics, and invalids. The only 
absolutely pure whisky is Heather Blossom Pure Old Malt. Taken 
with water, as above, and a lump of sugar, it is the finest tonic in the 
world. 
“ Heather Blossom ”’ differs from all other whiskies in the following 
vital points : — 
1. It is made of different materials. 
2. It is made by an entirely original process. 
3. It contains no fusel oil or other poison. 
4. It tastes different. 
5. Its effects are different. 
The analyses of the foremost chemists, the experiments of the ablest 
physicians, and the personal experiences of thousands of men and 


women prove this. 
Our pamphlet : 


= 


Whisky Wisdom, 
contains “ Facts about the Drink that Kills and the Drink that Cures,” 


which every one ought to know. 
A copy free by mail to all who write for it. 


If your dealer won’t supply you with HEA THER 
BLOSSOM PURE OLD MALT let us know 
and we'll see that you getit. .... 
B. H. R. Distillery Co., 
PROVIDENCE, R. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 


IN THE DARK 
IS SAFE 


The only Bicycle Lantern 


that does what you want it to do. Use itonce you 

will use it always. Burns unmixed kerosene ten 

hours. Insist on having the **Seareh Light” : 

ifyour dealer can’t supply you, we will prepay de- 

livery charges for list price, $3. Send for oom. 

Bridgeport Brass Co., Bridgeport, Conn.., 
or 19 Murray St., N. Y. City, 


Every Description of Printing Plates made by us, by every process, 


c. J. PETERS & SON.... 


photo Engravers 


Specialty. /UQlar Engravers | 
Typographers 


MASS. 


Special Designs and Drawings made to order. 
References in all parts of the United States. 


| 
en IF YOU HAVE A | 
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| 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Story Tellers 


Will simply waste time and postage in sending us manuscripts 
which do not in every particular meet the following require- 
ments : — 

We can use only such stories as, both in plot and handling, 
are of striking originality and universal interest, stories which 
never, either in whole or part, have appeared in print before, 
and which are free from padding, commonplace and attempted 
fine writing. No dialect stories, poetry, or translations will be 
considered. The Black Cat will give space only to 


Fascinating Tales, Cleverly Told. 


To receive attention, all manuscripts must bear the writer’s 
full name and address, together with the number of words, which 
may range from fifteen hundred to five thousand, but must in no 
case exceed the latter number; they must be very legibly written, 
sent unfolded, and accompanied by sufficient stamps for their 
return, Manuscripts will be received and returned only at the 
contributor’s risk. All stories will be judged purely on their 
own merits, and the writer’s name or reputation will carry no 
weight whatever. Payment for accepted manuseripts will be 
made not according to length, but according to the editor’s 
opinion of their worth. Manuscripts will be paid for on the day 
of acceptance. 


THE SHORTSTORY PUBLISHING CO., 144 High St., Boston, Mass. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The Best 
Christmas Gift 


or the best addition to one’s own library is 
WEBSTER'S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY 


Suecessor of the 
Unabridged.’’ 


Standard of thé 
U.S. Gov't Printing 
| Oftice, the U. 8. Su- 
preme Court, and 
of nearly all the 

Schoolbooks. 


Warmly com- 
mended by State 
Superintendents of 


Schools, and other 
Educators almost 
without number. 


THE BEST FOR EVERYBODY 

It is easy to find the word wanted. 
Wordeare given their correct alphabetical places, 
each one beginning a paragraph. 

It is easy to ascertain the pronunciation, 
The pronunciation isshown by the ordinary dia- 
critically marked letters used in the schoolbooks. 

It is easy to trace the growth of a word. 
The etymologies are full, and the different mean- 
ings are given in the order of their development. 

It is easy to learn what a word means. 
The definitions are clear, explicit, and full, and 
each is contained in a separate paragraph. 


G. & C. MERRIAM co., PUBLISHERS, 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass.,U.S.A. * 
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64 ADVERTISEMENTS. 


‘*‘Dandruff 
neglected 


Eminent phy- 
sicians tell us that: 
“The chief require- 
ment of the hair is clean- 
liness — thorough sham- 
wooing for women once a 
ortnight, and for men 
onee a week.” Andthat: “ 
the purpose are ‘ pure,’ ‘ mild,” ‘antiseptic’ soap 
and water. Packer's Tar Soap comprehends 
these qualities.” 


best agents for 


Ends in | 
Baldness.” 


PACKER's TAR 

SOAP is a pure, mild, 

antiseptic and de- 

lightful shampooing 

agent for cleansing 

the scalp and maintain- 

ing the strength of the 

hair, and is a constant 

protection against conta. 

gion. Hair-dressers use it. Physicians recom- 

mend it for its valuable antiseptic and remedial 

qualities in treatment of Dandruff and Bald- 
ness. 


Sold by Druggists. 


Hook 


Hat 


The Hook that shows isn’t 

so good as the Hook that 

doesn’t. There’s no show to 

the Singer Hook and Eye. 
d everywhere. 


Singer Safety Hook & Eye Co., 


GRAND Rapips, Mich. 


“a 


The Ink 


used in 
printing 


The Black Cat 


is manufactured 


by 


Geo. H. Morrill & Co., 


Boston, Mass. 
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dt cures from head to foot, 


Puritana 
Nature’s Cure 


OFFICIAL, 


The cures effected in this 
State by Dr. Dixi Crosby’s 
prize formula Puritana are so 
astonishing and the results 
with which we personally have 
used this remarkable medical 
discovery are so entirely sat- 
isfactory that we deem it our 


Seal of New Hampshire. duty to accord it our public 


SVR 


Governor of New Hampshire. 


Ex-Governor of New Hampshire. 


Secretary of State. 


R. R. Commissioner. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Mayor of Concord. | 


indorsement and private rec- 
ommendation. 


Sec'y Board of Agriculture. 


County Soliciter. 
Lusher. 


Insurance Commissioner. 


GE 


Cashier Merrimac Co. Bank. 


Hall 


Practising Physician. 


Treas. Loan and Trust Savings Bank, 


Puritana has cured case after case that had been given up 


as hopeless. 


It has cured case after case from head to foot, whether the 
suffering was due to disordered Blood, Liver, Stomach, Kid- 
neys, Lungs, Brain, Nerves, or Skin. A trial proves its worth. 

If you are a sufferer get of your druggist this great disease-conquering discovery (the price is $i, 
for the complete treatment, consisting of one bottle of Puritana Compound, one bottle of Purt 


tana 
Pills, and one bottle of Puritana Tablets), or write to the undersigned, and you will bless the day 
when you heard of Puritana. The Puritana Compound Co., Concor N. i. 
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If you really believed 


There was a preparation which would give you 
abundant, beautiful hair, you would not delay its 
use one minute. 

Yet thousands, doubtful as you, have found 
that Ayer’s Hair Vigor makes hair grow; gives 
it strength, length, and luster. 

But they tried it. 


Copyright, 1805, by J. C. Ayer Co. 
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| Florence 


Hunt’s Remedy 


is no experiment. For more than 


| Underwear 40 Years 


the foremost physicians have pre- 


a pevenont>sfams . scribed it, and prescribe it to-day, 
POOCOOOOOOe OOO FOr Mon and Women. because it cures diseases of the Kid- 

= neys, Liver, Urinary organs, and 
because it 


Ks! Saves Lives. 


We have many thousand testi- 
monials on file. - 
NONOTUCK SILK CO., Correspondence with our consulting 
ane {xs SUMMER ST., physicians (free of charge) solicited. 
SaLconeen : BOSTON, MASS. Hunt’s Remedy Co., Providence, R. I. 
Send for Price-List. 


‘The Imperial 
Hair Regenerator 


| NO MATTER HOW GRAY YOUR HAIR IS-—-OR BLEACHED — 
/ OR FADED — MAKES IT BEAUTIFUL, NATURAL, HEALTHY 
LOOKING. - IT 


)RESTORES cotor. 
REGENERATES Bieachea nair. 


Gives it new life and vigor, and makes it any color desired. By the use of 
the REGENERATOR once in every few months, the hair is always glossy, 
beautiful, and natura). 
It is guaranteed by court tes‘s absolutely harmless —and genuine. There 

are many substitutes. Refuse to take them. 

No. 1. — Black. No. 4.— Chestnut. 

No. 2, — Dark Brown. No. 5.— Light Chestnut. 

No. 3. — Medium Brown. No. 6.— Gold Blonde. 

No. 7.— Ash Blonde. 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL MFG. CO. 


292 Fifth Ave., New York 


Between 30th and 3ist Streets. Take Elevator. 
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YOU SEE THEM EVERYWHERE 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


We 


Laondondercy | 


“ The one thing the real connoisseur in water 
does when he buys lithia water is to make sure 
that it is labeled ‘Londonderry Lithia,’ and 
put up by the Londonderry Lithia Spring Water 
Company of Nashua, N.H. Then he is sure, 
not only of making no mistake, but of having 
the best and purest quality ever put upon the 
market.” — “The Beacon,” Boston. 


Copyright, 1805, by Londonderry Lithia Spring Water Co., Nashua, N. IH, 
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° ° All skirts, silks as well, must have a stiff 
Winter Fashion Notes. interlining that reaches to the waist at 
the back and sides, and as far as to the 
knee in front. For this purpose nothing equals Hair Cloth Crinoline, since, after it 
is properly shrunk, it is not affected by dampness. If not shrunk, be sure that the dressmaker 
does this properly, since without doing so the 
use of different materials in dresses which are 
likely to be affected by snow and dampness 
would sometimes show from two materials 
put together shrinking differently. 

From inherent elasticity, hair springs into 
its original outlines as soon as pressure is re- 
moved, and its permanency 
as against the fibre imita- 
tions, which after wetting 
, will often roll up and be use- 
48 j less, is very marked: — 
ae Think a moment! 

a No matter how many 
ways human hair is combed, 
whether twisted, curled, braided, 
crimped or frizzled, wet or oiled, it 
will resume its natural position. 
The same is true of Hair Cloth Crin- 
oline having a weft of pure hair. 
Hair Cloth cannot cut through if 
the edges be properly turned and 
bound. Hair is elastic, while fibre 
and cotton will snap with a small 
strain. To make certain of the 
genuine hair cloth take out a few 
strands of the weft, pull them, and 
if found to be elastic it is hair cloth, 

otherwise imitation. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The matter of weight is also 
an important factor in any 
weather, for the usual quantity 
of Hair Cloth Crinoline for a 
dress will only weigh about 12 
ounces, and some varieties con- 
siderably less than that. 

The different varieties named 
below should be carried by all 
dealers, both in gray and black. 


Unequaled for Skirts, Puffed Sleeves, Revers, or for any purpose requiring a stiff interlining. 
Beware of Worthless Substitutes and Imitations. ‘‘ The Best is the Cheapest.”’ 


For Heavy Skirts ask for 10/4*, 14/4*, 10/5*, 98/3, 206/4. 
Light Skirts and Sleeves, 84/3, 146/3, 170/3, 200/4, 206/4. 


* Herring-bone weave — all others French Imperial weave. 

Although we do not sell at retail, if you cannot get all the styles wanted 
of your dealer, write us (The American Hair Cloth Co,, Pawtucket, R.I.), 
and we will see that you are supplied. Samples showing all these CuarLes E. PERVEAR, 
advertised styles will be mailed to any address on receipt of 8 cents. Agent. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


To Story Tellers : — 


The publishers of the THe Back Car desire only 
the most fascinating stories that can be told, — stories 
that both in plot and handling are outside of the 
beaten path of fiction, — stories so full of incident and 
movement and so cleverly handled as to interest every 
one, —stories tersely told, which never, either in whole 
or part, have appeared in print before, and which are 
free from padding, foreign phrases, and attempted fine 
writing. No dialect stories, poetry, or translations will 
be considered. 

To receive attention, all manuscripts must bear 
the writer's full name and address, together with the 
number of words, which may range from fifteen hun- 
dred to five thousand, but must in no case exceed the 
latter number; they must be very legibly written, sent 
unrolled, and accompanied by addressed and stamped 
envelopes for their return. Manuscripts will be received 
and returned only at the writer's risk. All stories will 
be judged purely on their own merits, and the writer's 
name or reputation will carry no weight whatever. 
Payment for accepted manuscripts will be made — not 
according to length, but according to the editor's opin- 
ion of their worth, Manuscripts will be paid for on 
the day of acceptance. 


THE SHORTSTORY PUBLISHING CO., 
144 High St., Boston, Mass. 


Copyright, 1895, by The Shortstory Publishing Co. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The 
MODERN 
ERCULES 


raised on 


RIDGES 


RIDGE’S FOOD has been the 
Standard Infant and Invalid 
Food for the past 30 years. 


A small sample can for test wi!l be 
sent free to any mother or physi- 
cian who will mention this publi- 
cation with the request. Address 


Wooirich & Co., Palmer, Mass. 


Copyright, 1895, by Woolrich & Co; 
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A to 


After careful analyses and thorough tests in their private and hos- 
pital practise, the foremost physicians of New England have found that 
the only pure, reliable, and harmless stimulant is 


Heather Blossom Pure Old Malt Whiskey. 


Taken with water— four parts of water to one of whiskey — it 
makes new blood and new nerve force. It stimulates, but does not 
inebriate. It invigorates, but does not irritate. It differs from all other 
whiskeys as day differs from night. Its ingredients are different. Its 
process of manufacture is different. Its taste is different. Its effects 


Mi WEATHER BLOSSon, ¥) 


are different. It is absolutely free from fusel oil and other poisons. 


The best physicians recommend Heather Blossom Pure Old Malt to { 
invalids and people with weak stomachs, because it is retained when all \ 
other stimulants are rejected. It is decidedly 


The Doctors’ Whiskey. 


Our pamphlet, “Whiskey Wisdom,” contains “ Facts about the 
Drink that Kills and the Drink that Cures,” which every man and woman 
ought to know. A copy free by mail to all who write for it. 


If your dealer won’t supply you with HEATHER 
BLOSSOM PURE OLD MALT let us know 
and we'll see that you get it. 
B. H. R. Distilling Co., 
NO. 451 SOUTH MAIN STREET, 
PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Perfect onallroads, $ 


in all weath- 
Confidence er and un- 
der all conditions can be 
placed in the bicycle that g 
is encircled with Vim 
Tires. 


Of course they are FAST and 
that is why the crack riders all have e 


Vim 


Boston 
Woven Hose 
Rubber 


Cleveland 
Denver 
San Francisco e 


The Black Cat 


February, 1896, 


WILL CONTAIN 


Six Prize Stories 


Stories of Adventure, Stories of Mystery, Stories 
of Love, Stories of Peace and War, Stories of 


and all complete. 
Tur Brack CaT is sold by newsdealers at five cents a 7. If yours 
hasn’t it and won't get it for you, get another newsdealer. But if you t 
a newsdealer, send us any cents, and you will receive THe BLACK ast 


postage paid one year. THE SHORTSTORY PUBLISHING Co., Boston, Mass. 


Copyright, 1895, by The Shortstory Publishing Co, 
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Of course—but does your food give 
you strength—and then si 


An Appetite? 
Pabst Malt Extract 


The “Best” Tonic 


will make your food yield to the tired 
body all its nourishment and appe- 
tite will wait on good digestion. 
‘Oh, there’s substance to it— 
it’s life-g iving, vivifying—it gives 
vim and bounce, it braces—this be- 
neficent Extract of Malt and Nops— 


The “Best” Tonic 


MILWAUKEE BEER IS FAMOUS 
PABST HAS MADE IT SO, 


| Do WW | 
You ? N | 
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Hi Will bot tabketi — 
a) For every other breakage about the 


XY house LE PAGE’S GLUE is a sure remedy 

ee without any heating or bother. 

Ne LE PAGE'S is a liquid glue, always ready 2 
we to apply with a brush ; that is one great ad- oS 
Q } vantage; another is that LE PAGE'S is a ee 
a sure sticker and a slow dryer, giving you ve 
K » time to match edges carefully. tS 
‘The UNITED STATES uses LE PAGE'S GLUE 
of in the Government Arsenals, the National Museum, UD q 
ss and the Patent Office— you ought to. OX 
Ten-cent bottles for household use. 
> Cans with patent cover for Mechanics. 4 
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Chapped Skin < —Is a winter plague easily avoided by use of Packer’s Tar 


Soap.” — Medical Standard, Chicago. 


Packer’s 
Tar Soap 


“__ Is an excellent remedy for chapped skin.” — Lancet-Clinie, Cincinnati. 
“__ It is remarkably pure, and contains the balsamic virtues of the pine in a high degree. 


For 
Skin Diseases 


it will be found just the article wanted.”,— Medical and Surgical Reporter, Philadelphia. 
“ Packer’s Tar Soap is an excellent antiseptic.’’ — A/edical Chronicle, Baltimore, 
“— And it stands at the head of all others for 


Bathing Infants and Invalids.” 


— New England Medical Monthly. 


Draft-Holes in the Burner; 


seg generally they are too small— get filled ~ 
and endanger life. Did you ever see any 
Sea large — four times the size of any other— as are in 


—““The “New” Rochester 


Zz 4 burner —a photographed section of No. 2 (exact size) 
" shown herewith ? No clogging there — no climbing of 
= flame — no soiling of table covers — no broken chimney 


springs. 
wae NO “OUTS” ABOUT IT! 


Zhis Burner ts sold only with our Lamps. 
LOTTI 


——— 


Cther information which every lamp user ought to £now is 
given in our Catalogue, which is free to all. 


Bridgeport Brass Co., 


Bridgeport, Conn. 
—_—— 19 Murray St., New York. 
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tt cures from head to foot, 


Puritana 
Nature’s Cure 


OFFICIAL. 

The cures effected in this 
State by Dr. Dixi Crosby’s 
prize formula Puritana are so 
astonishing and the results 
with which we personally have 
used this remarkable medical 
discovery are so entirely sat- 
isfactory that we deem it our 
Seal of New Hampshire. GUty to accord it our public 

indorsement and private rec- 


ommendation. 
_ Board of 


Ex-Governor of New Hampshire. | rk 


Secretary of State. Cashier Merrimac Co. Bank. 


R. Commissioner. 


Practising Physician. 
Mayor of Concord. Treas. Loan and Trust Savings Bank. 
Puritana has cured case after case that had been given up 


as hopeless. 

It has cured case after case from head to foot, whether the 
suffering was due to disordered Blood, Liver, Stomach, Kid- 
neys, Lungs, Brain, Nerves, or Skin. A trial proves its worth. 

If are a sufferer get of your this disease-conquering discovery {the price is $1, 
for the complete treatment, consisting of one bottle of Puritana Compound, one bottle of Puritana 


ia 
| 
ance Commissioner. 
| 
i 
if 
if 


J 


My 


4 ~s | 
USED 
EVERY 
WEEK 
DAY 
ON 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AYER'S 
{CHERRY PECTORAL 


Aw. 


\ 


SON. 
hoy 


1.0 


Vy 


Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral 
CURES 
Coughs, Colds, and Diseases of Throat and Lungs. 
Gold Medal at World’s Fair. : 


FIFTY YEARS OF CURES. 
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54 APVEERTISEMENTS. 


world” 
—It’s Pears’— 
The soap that, 
like a rich jewel, 

brightens 


porte of 
people 
_Orts of stores sell it, 


Thousands 


OF SUFFERERS from KIDNEY, LIVER, 
and URINARY TROUBLES have 


Lost Their Lives 


because they failed to use the only medicine 
which will positively cure these disorders, 
and which for 


Over 40 Years 


has been recommended by the foremost 
doctors, has been used in the leading hospi- 
tals, and has SAVED LIVES in every part 
ef the globe. That medicine is 


Correspondence with our Consulting Physi- 
cians (free arge an nfiden ’ 
solicited. 


HUNT'S REMEDY CO., 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. 


Bu Ghat Woir, 


“A Black Cat in the House Means Money.” 
— New England Tales. 


A Daugherty-Visible 
Typewriter 
in the Means Money Saved. 


PRICE 
$75.00, 


Rapid, Durable, Efficient. Not so Old as Many, but 
Berter than Arr. 

Gold Medal at Atianta for Merit. 

Machines sent on trial, Send a reference. 

THE DAUGHERTY TYPEWRITER CO. 
Factory ; Kittanning, Pa. 15 Sixth St., Pittsburg, Pa. 


140 Dearborn St., Chicago. LI2 Soe, 6th St., Phila, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Copyright, 1895, by Londonderry Lithia Spring Water Co., Nashua, N. Tf. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE BOSTON HERALD. 
New England’s Greatest Newspaper. 


The New England advertising field is 
the best on this continent. 

In this great field The Boston Herald 
stands supreme. Its circulation, character, 


and influence make it the ideal newspaper, 


Its Purchasing Power is 


Unequalled. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


To THE EpiTor :—I have an absolute 
FORA PLE remedy for Consumption. By its timely use 
Ib 1 30; lb 40: cts | Sthousands of hopeless cases have been already 
POSTAGE PAID. permanently cured. So proof-positive am 1 

CaTALOGUE FREE of its power that I consider it my duty to 
SURBKIG th send two bottles free to those of your readers 
who have Consumption, Throat, Bronchial or 
Lung Trouble, if they will write me their 

“4 express and postoffice address. Sincerely, 
T. A. SLOCUM, M. C., 183 Pearl St,, New York. 


Hair 


NO MATTER HOW GRAY YOUR HAIR IS—OR BLEACHED 
—OR SPOILED BY DYES—MAKES IT BEAUTIFUL, NAT- 
URAL, HEALTHY. 


Restor es Color. 
Regenerates sieacnea nai. 


Gives it new life afd vigor, and makes it any color desired. i 


It is guaranteed by court tests absolutely harmless — and it 
genuine. There are many substitutes. Refuse to take them. if 
No. 1. — Black. No. 4.— Chestnut. a 
No. 2, — Dark Brown. No. 5.— Light Chestnut. ‘7 


No.3.— Medium Brown. No. 6.—Gold Blonde. 
No. 7-— Ash Blonde. 


PRICE, $1.50 and 83.00. 


Send a sample of your hair, and we will restore its color 
free of charge. 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL MFG. CO. 


292. Fifth Avenue, - New York. 
Between 30th and 3Ist Streets. Take Elevator. 


57 
ER 
Tee 
In writing please say you saw this in The Black Cat, | | 
| 
al 
Fe 
hy 
4 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Story Tellers. 


$100.00 — For a Ghost Story. 
$150.00 — For a Story of Adventure. 
$500.00 — For a Detective Story. 
$1,000.00 — For a Love Story, 


For such short stories as the publishers of Tug 
Car desire they pay promptly, on acceptance, 
a higher price than is pai any other publication 
anywhere. But they want only the most fascinatin 
stories that can be told,— stories that both in plot ot 
handling are outside of the beaten path of fiction,— 
stories so full of incident and movement and so clev- 
etly handled as to interest every one,— stories tersely 
told, which never, either in whole or part, have ap- 
peared in print before, and which are free from pad- 
ding, foreign phrases, and attempted fine writing, 
No dialect stories, poetry, or translations will be con- 
sidered. 

To receive attention, all manuscripts must bear the 
writer's full name and address, together with the num- 
ber of words, which may range from fifteen hundred 
to five thousand, but must in no case exceed the latter 
number; they must be very legibly written, sent un- 
rolled, and accompanied by addressed and stamped 
envelopes for their return. Manuscripts will be re- 
ceived and returned only at the writer's risk, All 
stories will be judged purely on their own merits, and 
the writer's name or reputation will carry no weight 
whatever. Payment for accepted manuscripts will 
made — not according to length, but according to the 
editor's opinion of their worth. Manuscripts will be 
paid for on the day of acceptance. 


THE SHORTSTORY PUBLISHING CO., 
144 High St., Boston, Mass. 


Copyright, 1895, by The Shortstory Publishing Co. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Pertection 


THAN EVER. 


Would you know all the delight of 
silent gliding bicycle motion? 
securé Orie of the 1896 Colurnbias. 
The price is $100 to all alike. 
Standard bicycle, standard price. 


The Columbia Desk Calendar should be in 
the possession of every busy man or woman. 
By mail for five 2-cerit stamps. Address 
Calendar Departrient. 


POPE MANUFACTURING CO. 
Factories and General Offices, Hartford, Conn, 


Branch Stores and Agencies in almost every city and 
town. If are not propefly 
sented in your vicinity let us know. 


Nearer KON 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE DIFFERENCE. 


One agrees with even the weakest stomach, digests 
rour food, nourishes your nerves, and feeds your blood— 
that’s Heather Blossom Pure Old Malt. 


The others excite even the strongest stomach into an 
unnatural appetite, hinder digestion, starve your nerves, 
poison your blood — these are the hundred and one other 
kinds of whiskey. 


THE REASON 


Heather Blossom Pure Old Malt differs from all other 
whiskeys as flour differs from sand. It is made under 
different conditions. It is made by a different process. 
It tastes different. Its effects are different. 


THE RESULT. 


The result is that all physicians who have tested and 


analyzed it use and recommend Heather Blossom Pure 
Old Malt. 


Our pamphlet, ‘* Whiskey Wisdom,’’ contains “ Facts about the Drink that 
Kills and the Drink that Cures,” which every man and woman ought to know. A 
copy free by mail to all who write for it. 

If your dealer won’t supply you with Heather Blossom Pure Old Malt, let us 
know and we’ll see that you get it. 


B. H. R. DISTILLING CO., 
No. 453 South Main Street, 


Providence, R. I. 
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Cameras at 
Half Price 


All new and in per- 
fect condition. Send 
for Special Bargain 
Price Lists. he 
number is limited. 


The Scovill & Adams 
Co., of N. Y.... 


60 & 62 East Ith Street, 
NEW YORE. 


Send 35 cents for a copy of The Photo- 
aphie Times, containing about 100 
sandsome illustrations. 


YOU WANT . 


~ BEST GARDEN 


in your neighborhood this season 


PLANT OUR FAMOUS 


all of which are described and illus- 
trated in our beautiful and entirely 
New Catalogue for 1896. A new 
feature this season is the Free de- 
livery of Seeds at Catalogue prices to 
any Post Office. 
logue’’ we will mail on receipt of a 
2-cent stamp, or to those who will state 
where they saw this advertisement, the 
Catalogue will be mailed Free! 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


35 & 37 Cortlandt St., New York. 


THE 


This ** New Cata- 


very remarkable Novel, 


the Last and the Greatest Story 
STUART PHELPS, author of “ 
“Jack the Fisherman,” etc. 


gular Life.’” 


paid, by 


Every reader of “ The Black Cat” should read the 


A SINGULAR LIFE, 


b 
The Gates Ajar,” 


Miss Lilian Whiting says: “No American novel 
since ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ has approached ‘A Sin- 


Price, $1.25. Sold by all Booksellers. Sent, post- 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., 
4 Park St., Boston, Mass. 


Send for a circular containing what the Press says about this wonderful story. 


ELIZABETH 
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A Thrilling Detective Story! 


THE MARCHBURN MYSTERY, By A. Mavitice Low. 
A Startling Society Story! 

ELEANOR STEVENS’ WILL. By Isanet Scorr Stone. 
An Up-To-Date Ghost Story! 

TO LET. By Avice Turner Curtis. 
A Love Story Without Diagrams! 


OF COURSE —OPF COURSE NOT. By HArky Peck. 


Tlie above stories and other stories that ARE stories, —all orige 
inal, all complete, all fascinating, and al) for five cents,—will appear 
in The Black Cat for March, 1806. 
_the Black Cat is sold by newsdealers. everywhere at five cents a 
If yours hash’t it, and won't get it for you, get another news- 
<< If you haven't @ dealer, send tis five cents for specimen 
oonn or fifty cents fora full year’s subscription. 


The Publishing Sompany. Boston, Mass. 


-40-= VALUABLE BOOKS FREE 


We are determined to double the circulation of our large P| —— Sitietrates Iiterary and family paper, Good Lit 
CUPS, to dccomplith this object, regardless of expense, We how Make to the reading public of America the must astounding 
} omer ever mede by any reliabie publishing house tn the World. Goed Literature is one of the most charming family papers 
bt Each number consists of 16 large pages, 64 columfs, of the moet delightiul reading matter and beautiful illustrations ; 
it 6 filled with charming Seria! and Short Stories, Sketches and Poems by the most popular authors, Useful Miscellany, Pancy 
Work, Household, Humorous and Juvenile Departments, etc., etc. Everybody is delighted with Good Literature, and those 
who are once subscribers are always subecribers, hence for the purpose of introtucing this charming periodical into new homes 
) we can afford to lose money upon each subscription at the wy 8 sek secure, therefore, immediately, 200,000 new subacribers to 
Good Literatare, we now make the following special, limited and extraordinary offer: Upon receipt of only Pwenty-five 
Conte So peas stamps, silver or money order, we will end Good Literature for Six Months, and to every 
end, Free and post-paid, Forty Valuable Books, a follows : 
ne ac Save Money onthe Farm. A valuable compilation The Story of a Welding Ring. A Novel. By Charlotte M. 
of useful tacts, hints and sug <estions for farmers and gardeners. | Braeme, author of “ Dora Thorne."’ 
) Wonders ff the Sea. A description of the many wonderful and Her Manifeet Destiny. A Novel. By Amanda M. Douglas. 
vesutiful things found at the bottom of the ocean. [Uustrated Clouds and Sunshine. A Novel. By Charles Reade, 
wal of Etiquette for Ladies and Gentlemen. A guide to po- The Lawyer's Georet. A Novel. By Miss M. BE Braddon, 
liteness, giving the rules of modern etiquette for all occasions. The Romantic Adventures of a Milkmaid. A Novel. By Hardy. 
) Winter Beening Recreations, @ large collection of Acting Char-| Two Kisses, A Novel. By Charlotte M. Braeme. 
ades, Tableaux, Games, Puzzles, etc., for social gatherings and The Sorrow of a Secret, A Novel. By Mary Cecil Hay 
) evenines athome. Jilustrated. Sir Noel's Heir, A Novel, By Mra, May Acnes Fleming. 
The Road to Wealth. A practical work, pointing out a way by The Peart of the Orie’. A Novel. By Syivanus Cobb, Jr, 
which ali may make money, easily, rapidly and honestly. From the Barth tothe Moon, A Novel. By Jules Verne. 
Pumous Detective Stories. A collection of thrilling narratives of Milired Trevanion. A Novel. By “The Duchess.” 
eo experience and adventures. An Island Peart. A Novel. By B. L. Farjeon. 
‘ Humorous Sketches, by Josiah Allen's Wife. Comprising some of Wall Powers. A Novel. By Marion Hariand. 
the —— laughable sketches ever written by this popular author. Th Last of tht Ritthetts. A Novel. 
The Home Cook Book and Family Physician. Contalfiihe hun- The Mratoe Chet of Dr. Jekyll and 
dreds of excellent cooking recipes and hints to housekeepers ; | Robert Louis Stevenson. 
also wry! how to cure all common ailments. Palsely Accused. A Novel. Ry Mra. Ann 8, Stephens. 
to Needle Work, Knitting and Orechet. Containing designs A False Seeut. A Novel. By Mra. Alexander, 
for all kinds of } Fancy Needle Work. Mustrated. A Madern Cinderella. A Novel. By Charlotte M. Braeme. 
large and choice collection . By Wilkie Collins. 
for school exhibitions, pablic and private entertainments. By Mra. Hehry Wood. 
What Geld Cannet Buy. A Novel. By Mrs. Alexander. The Potion & Alpi. A Novel. By Plorerice Marryat. 
Missing—a Young Girt. A Novel. By Florence Warden. @ te —. A Novel. By Gaboriau. 
Revenge. A Novel. By H. Biter Hacgard, By Charlotte M. Braeme. 
4 Trowiesome Get. A Novel, B The Duchess.” By “ Thé Duchess.” 
3 . ANovel. By Mra. Henry Wood. . ANovel. By Margaret Blount. 


The above books are published in neat patpphlet form, many of them handsoniely illustrated, and they are printed from clear, 
bold, readable type on good paper. Each book containsa "complete, first-class novel or other work by a well-known and popular 
author, published in the handiest and most convenient form for reading and preservation. It is het 4 large number of novels or 
stories bound together in one book, but forty separate and distinat books, And we agree to send to you—not one, or five, or ten. but 
the whole forty splendid books absolutely free, by mall post-paid, if you send us twenty-five centé for &#ix mobths’ subscription to GOOD 
{ LITERATURE. Our regular price for these books is Ave cents each, or two dollars for the set of forty. In the catalogues of any of 

] the popular “ Libraries ” or “ Series " you will find the same books listed at 25 cents each. But taking them at our own low price 
we actually give you, absoliitely free, two dollars’ worth of splendid beoks to induce you to become a trial subscriber to GOOD LITERA- 
TURE, This is the most giraritic, the most startling offer ever made by any responsible and reliable publishing house in the world. 
We lose money on every subscription, but this we are Willing to do, because we believe that those who take advantage of this 
i offer will become pertianent subscribers to GOOD LITERATURE, and our profit will come in the future. This offer comes to you 

from one of the leading publishing houses of the United States—a house that has been established over twenty years, and has a 
Rational reputation for honesty and reliability. It must not be compared with the fraudulent offers of frresponsible parties, We 
refer to the Mercantile Acencies and to all the leading newspapers as to our reliability. We guarantee pertect and entire satiafac- 
tion to every one who shal! take advantage of this offer—more than that, we ——. that & you can conacientiously say that you 
are not perfectly and entirely satished, we will return your money and make you a present of both books and paper. This to 0 special Mevned 
er, good only wntil May lst, 1896 ; take advantage of it before that date. For one dollar we will send five subscriptions, with the 


books free to each ; therefore ing four of neighbors to subecri will get your own subscription and books 
Address: P.M LUPTON, Publisher, 106 and 108 Street, New York, 
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The 
Terrific Struggle 
is a y 
bie 
Pabst Malt Extract 
The “Best” Tonic oe 


You will have menial acuteness, 


WAS DEVELOPED 


By THE GERHANS 


GOLD MEDAL 
|AND DIPLOMA, 
CONSTITUTING 
| MIGHEST AWARB) 
MUNICH 
INTERNATIONAL 
EXPOSITION, 


\, VICTORY 

yf IM THE VERY 
HOME OF 

BREWING. 
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Houghton, Mifflin & Co.'s 


HOLIDAY BOOKS. 


Works of John Burroughs.— —A beautiful edition of Mr. Burroughs’ writings, in 


———— nine volumes, Printed on cream-tinted laid paper, 
and bound in a simple, elegant style. With several portraits of Mr. Burroughs, and 
engraved title-pages. Limited to 1000 sets. Price, $13.50 net per set. 


Standish of Standish. —By Jane G. AusTix. With twenty exquisite full-page 
illustrations by F. T. MERRILL. Carefully printed and 


bound, Two volumes. 12mo, $5.00. 


The most popular of Mrs, Austin’s historical novels of the Old Plymouth Colony, 
admirably illustrated. 


Mrs. Jameson’ ’s s Works on Art. —lIn five volumes, crown 8vo, finely printed from 


—— new plates. With nearly one hundred illustra- 
tions to each volume, and portrait of Mrs. Jameson, and biographical sketch by 
Miss EsTeELLe M. HURLL, the editor. Price, $3.00 each; $15.00 the set. 


A \ Victorian Anthology. — — Representative Poems by the authors discussed in 


“Victorian Poets.” Selected and edited by E.C. STEDMAN. 
With brief biographies of the authors, a fine portrait of Queen Victoria, and a vign- 
ette of the Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey. Large crown 8vo, $2.50; full gilt, 
$3.00; half calf, $4.50; full levant, $6 00 


— Cambridge 

Edition, like 

the » Cambridge Editions of and Whittier. With sketch and 

notes, a new portrait, and vignette of “Asolo.” A wonderful piece of book-making 

that compresses all of Browning into a single volume, printed from clear type, on 

firm, opaque paper, and bound strongly yet flexibly. Crown 8vo, $3.00; half calf, 
$5.00; tree calf, or full levant, $7.00. 


Complete Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes,—Cam>ridge Edition, 


Printed from large 
type, with a portrait and vignette of the ‘‘Gambrel-roofed House,’’ biographical 
sketch, and notes. Crown 8vo, $200. 


The | Last Poems of James Russell Lowell. —An artistic volume, with new 


-—— portrait, rubricated title and 
initials. Exquisitely bound in polished buckram. a $1.25. 


Later Lyrics. — Selected from the four latest volumes of poetry by THoMAS BAILEY 
ALpricu. A gem of a book, like Mr. Aldrich’s XXXVI. Lyrics and 
XII, Sonnets, and Friar Jerome’s Beautiful Book. 18mo, vellum or cloth, $1.00. 


Mr. Ra Rabbit pat Home. hg sequel to “Little Mr. Thimblefinger and His Queer 
= ountry.” By Joe. CHANDLER HARRIS, author of the 


“Uncle Remus” With twenty-five illustrations by OLIVER HERFORD. 
Square 8vo, $2.00. ‘ 


Sold by Booksellers. Sent, postpaid, vy 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., BOSTON. 
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Jt cures from head to foot. The Story of 


x who for thirty-two years was at the 


head of Dartmouth Medical College, 
belonged to the famous Crosby family 
of physicians, which for several gener- 
ations has furnished more | distin- 
guished medical men than any other 
family in America. His father was 
Dr. Asa Crosby, of Dartmouth, who 
procured the charter of the State 
medical society, of which he was for 
thirty years a conspicuous member; 
one brother, Dr. Josiah Crosby, in- 
vented the invalid bed and the method 
of making extensions of fractured 
limbs by adhesive strips; another 
brother, Dr. Thos. R. Crosby, was 
chief surgeon in Columbian College 
Hospital during the war, and later 
professor of animal and vegetable 
physiology at Dartmouth College; 
while Dr. Dixi Crosby himself was 
the inventor and discoverer of various 
ee improvements in medicine 
and surgery, including a new and 


N ? unique mode of reducing metacarpo- 
y | ia | re S phalangeal dislocation, opening of ab- 
scess at hip-joint, etc., etc. 


At the early age of twenty-four his 
extraordinary skill and success in over- 


coming disease had already attracted 
the attention of medical men through- 


out the world, and won for him the 


3 For diseases of the highest hopors. His greatest achieve- 
; Stomach ment was the discovery of an original 

‘ Liver method for perfecting and compound- 
b 4 Blood ing in permanent form what has be- 
3 100 come known as his “* prize formula,” 
3 Kidneys and name of Puri- 

> And for tana, is legally protected. 

Weak Lungs The foundation of this remarkable 

‘ Starved Nerves medical discovery consists of simple 

; Fagge d Brain New England roots and herbs, and the 


original family recipe for it has de- 


I 
efter scended to the long line of Crosby 


pleasantly. It cures positively. It cures permanently 
It cures from head to foot. tion rendered it necessary to brew it 
- : whenever needed in the early days of 
: Puritana is the prize formula of || its history, and after the scattering of 
} | Prof. Dixi Crosby, M.D., LL.D., for || the Puritan families to remote locali- 
} | over 30 years at the head of Dart-|| ties, where the necessary ingredients 
; | mouth Medical College. were not to be found, many attempts 


| Were made to put it up in permanent 
great discovery (the form, all of which failed until Dr. Dixi 


‘or the complete treatment, cunsisting of one bot Crosby discovered means and methods, 
of Puritana Compound, one bottle of Puritana 


‘and one bottie of Puritana Tablets), or write | the result of which is: Nature’s Cure 


to the Puri Will the day in the laboratory of 


| 
| 
Trade Mark | Registered. 
| | | 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The blossom of beauty roots in the blood. 
The blemishes of beauty, — pimples, blotches, eruptions, — can 
be removed by purifying the blood with 


Curebook No. 1 tells about it. 


AYER’S SARSAPARILLA. 
Free. J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 


THE BOSTON HERALD. 
New England’s Greatest Newspaper. 


The New England advertising field is 
the best on this continent. 

In this great field The Boston Herald 
stands supreme. Its circulation, character, 


and influence make it the ideal newspaper. 


Its Purchasing Power 1s 


Unequalled. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


() times out of 10 


28.28.28. 28.28.28 28.28 28.28.29. 29.28.29. 29.29.28. 29.28.28 


The New York Journal 
recently offered ten bicy- 
cles to the ten winners in 
a guessing contest, leav- 
ing the choice of machine 
to each, vt vt ut ut vt 


ALL OF THEM CHOSE 


Columbia 
Bicycles 


STANDARD OF THE WORLD 


Nine immediately, and 


one after he had on Te at 
others. And the Journal 
bought Ten Columbias. 

aid $100 each for them. 


On even terms a Columbia will be chosen 


TEN times out out of TEN 


POPE MANUFACTURING CO. 


1896 Art Catalogue free from the Columbia 
agent; by mail a two 2-cent stamps. HARTFORD, CONN. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


‘A TRIAL 
cam GOLDEN SCEPTRI 
AND ITs cur IS PERFECTION 
—Ih bsolute 


thousands of hopeless cases have been already 
permanently cured. So proof-positive am I 
of its power that I consider it my duty to 
send two bottles free to those of your readers 
who have Consumption, Throat, Bronchial or 
Lung Trouble, if they will write me their 
express and postoffice address. Sincerely, 

T. A. SLOCUM, M. C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


130,440 


Hair 


NO MATTER HOW GRAY YOUR HAIR IS--OR BLEACHED 
—OR SPOILED BY DYES—- MAKES IT BEAUTIFUL, NAT- 
URAL, HEALTHY. 


Restores cotor. 
Rege n e rates Bleached Hair. 


Gives it new life and vigor, and makes it any color desired. 


It is guaranteed by court tests absolutely harmless — and 
genuine, There are many substitutes.. Refuse to take them. 


No. 1. — Black. No. 4.— Chestnut. 
No. 2. — Dark Brown. 5.— I ight Chestnut. 
No. 3. —- Medium Brown 6,.— Gold Blonde. 

Ach 


PRICE, $1.50 and 83.00. 


Send a sample of your hair, and we will restore its color 
free of charge. 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL MFG. CO. 


292 Fifth Avenue, - New York. 
Between 30th and 3Ist Streets, Take Elevator. 
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Guaranteed 
Circulation. 


On the proof-slip of every advertisement set in the Composing Room 
of the 


Post 


appears this 


GUARANTEE: 


This advertisement is accepted on the distinct 
guarantee that the regular actual, bona fide sales of 
the Daily Post in Boston and vicinity, Each Morn- 
ing, are greater than those of the Herald and 
Globe combined. 


LI P F ROM FIRST IN 
MORNING 
SALES. 


Boston Post. — 


December Circulation. 
Daily Average ....... . 86,253 
Sunday Average. . . . . 96,160 
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Puritana 
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Trade-Mark. 


Nature’s 
Cure 


Puritana cures disease by naturalizing 
and vitaiizing the Power Producer of 
the human system, 


the stomach. 


It cures case after case, from head to 
foot, whether the suffering is due to dis- 
ordered Blood, Liver, Stomach, Kidneys, 
Lungs, Brain, Nerves, or Skin. 


If you are a eufferer get of your druggist this creat 
disease-conquering discovery, (the price is $1 for the 
complete treatment, consisting of one bottle of Puritana, 
one bottle of Puritana Pill«, and one bottle of Puritana, 
Tablets), all enclosed in one package, or write to the un- 
dersigned, and you will bless the day when you heard of 
Puritana. The Puritana Compound Co., Concord, N, H. 
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ADVERTISEMEN'S. 


(Built like this.) 


Is the FINEST Wheel of '96. 


ee 
The 
| Big Balls 
Waltham Mfg. Co. Habe 
241 Broadway, Big ‘I ubing 
Pneumatic 
New York, N. Y. Saddles 
ee 
Write for Cat. 


Branches: Features : 


Chicago 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 
Detroit 
Omaha 


Waltham 


Orient Fork 
Adjustable 
Pedals 


[F YOU | WANT a 


~ BEST GARDEN 


in your neighborhood this season 


PLANT OUR FAMOUS 


all of which are described and illus- | 
trated in our beautiful and entirely 
New Catalogue for 18096. A new 
feature this season is the Free de- 
livery of Seeds at Catalogue prices to 
any Post Office. This ** New Cata- 
logue’’ we will mail on receipt of a 
2-cent stamp, or to those who will state 
where they saw this advertisement, the 
Catalogue will be mailed Free! 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


35 & 37 Cortlandt St., New York. 
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GLUE! 
will not mend broken} 
banesbutldon’ 
anything else Won'th 
mend and Mend: ith 
so--that Will. ‘stay 
‘mended, too." 


American 


People... 


Standard... 


Read 
Newspapers 


That's why 


The Boston 
Daily Standard 


Has the LARGEST CIRCULATION of 
any REPUBLICAN NEWSPAPER in 
New England, a 


Fact 


THAT ANY NEWSDEALER WILL 
PROVE. 


Its CONSTANTLY INCREASING ad- 
vertising patronage shows for itself how 


It Pays 


Tointerest STANDARD readers. If you 
are not one, WHY NOT? 


Send for sample copy. 


| 


4 i 
“Survival of the Fittest.” 


For 
Interlinings— 
Lasts 


Forever 


AMERICAN 
HAIR CLOTH COMPANY 
Pawtucket, R. L 


Feeds 10 Plants 1 
year. Ask your — 
dealer for the 0c. 
ouse Flants 
not AND 

Window Gardens 

1 6 Latest 

- Cheapest 

in stamps, and we ail hem 


will send it by re- 
turn mail, 


Healthy growth and 
Generous flowering. 


Russia Cement Co. 


GLOUCESTER, MASS. 
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ARE THE CHOICE 
OF EXPERIENCED RIDERS, 


Those who have learned to know the difference between a wheel that actually is high grade, and one that 
is simply claimed tobe, Others may be good, but the Waverley is the Highest of all High Grades, 


of a new Waverley Scorcher is offered to each person who recovers a stolen ’96 Waverley 
during 1896, payable upon presentation to us of satisfactory proof of the facts and the 
sentence of the thief. This reward is open to every one excepting the owner of the 


stolen wheel, but is not payable to more than one person in any case. 
ART CATALOGUE FREE BY MAIL. INDIANA BICYCLE CO., INDIANAPOLIs, IND. 


The Black Cat 


FOR 


April, 1896, 


Will contain the following 


Stories THAT ARE Stories. 


All original, all copyrighted, all complete, all “ captivating tales 
cleverly told,” and 


ALL FOR CENTS. 


The Mystery of the Thirty Millions.ny T. F. Axperson and H. D. Umnsrarrrer. 

A startling recital of the unparalleled adventures of the ocean steamer, Oklahoma, whose 

disappearance with 643 human souls and thirty millions of gold, threw two continents 
into a fever of excitement. 


The Man at Solitaria.—By Geix Turner. A realistic account of how the Man at 
Solitaria, single-handed and alone, ran the Great Western Railroad System to suit himself. 


The Compass of Fortune.—By Everxr Snape Bisner, The weirdly impressive tale 
of a man guided by sightless eyes to an independent fortune. 


A Surgical Love Cure.—Ry James BuckHaAm. An up-to-date remedy for the love 
fever, and its unexpected results. 

The Williamson Safe Mystery.By Cor. F. 8S. Hessenrive. In this absorbing 
tale is presented for the first time, the solution of one of the most daring and inexplic- 
able series of burglaries ever conceived. 

How Small the World.—ry FE. H. Maype. A triangular love story in which, by 
means of a common confidant, two young people who hate each other in Massachusetts 
are brought to love each other in Colorado. 


The Black Cat is sold by Newsdealers. If yours hasn't it, and won't get it for you, get 
another newsdealer. 1f you haven’t a dealer, send us fifty cents and we will mail you fora 
whole year, The Black Cat, postpaid. The Shortstory Publishing Co., Boston, Mass. 
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THE APEX 
Bicycle Perfection 


is represented in the Monarch. All the 
bicycle goodness that the best bicycle 
makers know is incorporated in this 
king of wheels. No chronometer could 
be made with more care, or with greater 
accuracy. Every part of the 


Monarch 


is in perfect harmony with all other parts. 
So perfect is the distribution of weight, 
so accurate the adjustment of gear, that 
the Monarch will outspeed, outlast, out- 
rival, any wheel on the market to-day. 

Made in 4 models. $80 and $100. For children and adults 


who want a lower priced wheel the Deflance is made in 8 
models, $40, $50,960 and $75. Sead for the Monarch book, 


MONARCH CYCLE MFG. CO., Lake, Halsted & Fulton Sts., CHICAGO, 
83 Reade St., New York. 
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A Roll of Braid 


is a little thing, but there 
is a place in the world 

} where they make a good 
¢/ many million rolls every 
year. It’s a small place 
—its biggest boast being 
two capitals and the 
greatest braid factory on 
theearth. In fact, tosay 
‘¢Rhode Island,’’ is to 
think **Goff’s Braids.’’ No 
matter what part of the land| 
you visit, there you find | 
Goff’s Dress Braids. 
: Face your dress skirts 
16!) withGOFF’S BRAID, 
which is the best made. | 
Sample roll, any shade, | 
> for four 2-cent stamps. | 


ADVERTISEMENTS. . 


D. GOFF & “SONS, Pawtucket, R. ian 


Wheeling at night 
With the Light"’ 
-Is A PLEASURE. 


for 


The Flame Cannot Jar Out. — The new 


patent method of attaching the Lantern to the 
wheel makes this an impossibility. 


Burns either Kerosene or Benzine, ®°4 the packed reservoir pre- 
vents the spilling of oil. 


The Polished Reflectors ~~ so protected that they cannot become black- 
ed or tarnished. 


A Combination of Lesiens makes most intense and penetrating light. 


i THE ONLY strictly First Class Bicycle Lantern on the market. 


Of all Cycle Dealers or delivered free for price, $5.00. 


BRIDGEPORT, CONN., 
or, 9 Murray Street, N. Y. 


Bridgeport Brass Company, 


| mosr THEBEST 
i 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Che Craveler 


Is the Only Boston Member 
of the Associated Press...... 


It Publishes 


—. News, More Pictures, More Stories, More 
cial Features, More Advertisements, and has 
Push, More Independence, and More Growth 

than any other Boston One Cent Newspaper. 


A Modern Newspaper 
At a Modern Price. 


One Year’s Growth 


The Traveler’s 
Cent. 


Circulation 

Gain 

The Traveler’s 

Cent. 


at 
Gainin Num- 3 6 Deer 
ber of Advts. Cent. 


AreYouReadinglt? 


Eight to Sixteen 
Pages. One Cent 
a Copy, Six Cents 
a Week, Twenty- 
- five Cents a Month, 
Three Dollars a 
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CLIMBING METEOR . 


GREATEST OF ALL NEW ROSES. 


’ CLIMBING METEOR, now offered forthe first time, is really a Perpetual Bloomin 
Climbing Ceneral Jacqueminot. Though a sport from that finest of all Hybri 
Teas, Meteor, it is much larger and of a deeper, richer color, equalled only by the peerless 
Jacqueminot, and will produce twenty blossoms to Jacqueminot’s one. It is a Rose which will 
make 10 to 15 feet of growth in a season and show a profusion of bloom every day. Foliage 
sere, healthy and luxuriant. Buds exquisite; flowers large, beautifully shaped, and of that 
rich, dark, velvety crimson color seen only in the Jacqueminot. We do not hesitate to pro- 
nounce it the finest Rose in existence for summer blooming, as it will make a large growth 
and is loaded with its glorious blossoms from May until November. For winter blooming it 
has no equal in beauty or profusion. Just the Rose to train up in a conservatory or bay- 
window, where its exquisite blossoms will show to wonderful advantage every day, summer 
orwinter. Quite hardy, and will produce more flowers than a dozen ordinary Roses, 

PRICE: Strong, well rooted, healthy plants, for abundant blooming at once, 30c. each; 
four for ¢1.00; nine for $2.00. By mail, postpaid, guaranteed to arrive in good order. 

6 EXQUISITE NOVELTIES for &., toaid, as 12 LOVELY NAMED GLADIOLUS for only Yc 
follows: ag Dwarf Sweet Pea, Scarlet Pansies, | postpaid; each bulb correctly labeled, fine colors, 
Weeping Paim, Margaret Carnation, Giant White | white, pink, yellow, scarlet, blush, blotched, striped. 
Scented Verbena, and Dwarf Flowering Canna. 1 Saba NESE GOLDEN MAYBERRY, grows 6 

1 LITTLE GEM DWARF CALLA, grows only to 8 feet high, hardy, branching like a tree; bears 
8 inches high; perpetual bloomer; most exquisite | great golden berries of luscious quality, which ripen 

plant, postpaid, for 25c.; 3 for Sec. earlier than Strawberries. 25c.; 3 for We.; postpaid. 
Or everything above offered, including Rose, for 75c., postpaid. Order Now. 

of Flower and Vegetable Seeds, Bulbs, Plants and 

ur rea a a ogue Rare New Fruits is the finest ever issued ; 136 pages, 

profusely illustrated with elegant cuts and colored 

plates. We offer the choicest standard sorts and finest WNovelties. We are headquarters for al! 

hat is New, Rare and Beautiful. Do not miss Rudbeckia Golden Glow, Giant Imperial Japanese 

Morning Glories, New Cannas, Chrysanthemums, Mayberry, Tree Strawberry, and other great 
Novelties. Mailed for 10 Cents, or rrez if you order any of the above articles, Address 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS. Floral Pork, N. Y. 
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StOCK 
Buyers 


Bankers 


Take care of money— Subject to check — 
give i interest on deposits. 


Ba 


A rich, concentrated ¥ j 
fertilizer, odorless, Z ise 


made from chemicals; i Buy and se sell for cash or margin ONLY 
applied in solution | the securities listed on New York Stock 


once or twice a month Exchange 


makes house plants grow vigorously 
and blossom profusely. 


A small spoonful for a 2 inch pot. 

A larger spoonful for a 4 inch pot. 

Enough for 30 plants, 3 months, 25c. 

For a whole year, soc. 

We pay the postage and send a book on 
“Window Gardening ”’ free with each pack- 


“BOWKER FERTILIZER CO, 


27 Beaver Street, New York 
43 ‘Chatham Street, Boston, 


* Investors of money 


Givers of stock information, by mail or 
wire. 
* A member of our firm always on floor of 
Stock Exchange. 


Wayland Trask & Co., 
18Wall St., New York. 


Every reader of “ The Black Cat” should read the 
very remarkable Novel, 


A SINGULAR LIFE, 


the Last and the Greatest Story Gay rma 
STUART PHELPS, author of “ Gates Ajar, 
“Jack the Fisherman,” etc. 

Miss Lilian Whiting says: “No American novel 
since ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ has approached ‘A Sin- 
gular Life.’” 

Price, $1.25. Sold by all Booksellers. Sent, post- 


id, 
enor HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO. 
4 Park St., Boston, Mass. 


Send for a circular containing what the Press says about this wonderful story. 


| 
| 
For Flowers Indoors. { 
Bowker’s 
eN 7 i\ 
Flower | 
Food. (! 

i 


Armstrong & Ct. Boston, Mass 


| 


“| the great blood purifier of the age. @ Use no other. 


RR 


od COMPOUND CONCENTRATED f 
EXTRACT 


tls 


The Only Sarsaparilla # 
Awarded a medal at the World’s Fair, 
Chicago, 1893, was..... 


4 Ayer’s Sarsaparilla 4 # 
The medal medicine is the model medicine. @ It is 
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E ] OLONIAL HOUSES were built on the 
: beautiful lines and harmonious, restful pro- 

portions our grandfathers borrowed from the 
Greeks. Our ancestors had taste if they did 
not have telephones. If you are going to build, 
! and are tired «f the phantasms of sawmills, but 
« want instead a beautiful, ideal home, send for 
| Our new ’96 edition of 

Colonial Houses.”’ 
; Shows really correct, artistic designs in the 
} inimitable Colonial Style, but with modern and 
complete interiors. Price by mail, $2 

Artistic One-Story Houses. — Showin 
Summer Homes costing between $400 ~ 


$4.000; price, $2. Low cost Barns and Sta- 
Ea bles, socents, by mail. Address, 


CHILD & De GOLL, Architects, No. 62 New Street, NEW YORK. 


* This very readable story is fresh, bright, graphic, deeply pathetic, 
eloquent, powerful,”’ says the New York Times, of 


“A Singular Life,” 


MISS PHELPS’S wonderful novel which everybody is reading. 
Price, $1.25. It can be had of the Booksellers, or sent by the 


publishers, Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston, Mass. 


PREF 


The Only Perfectly Seamless Heel AN Don’tWear Dirty AGA 


ELASTIC 


Hauthaway’s 
POLISH 


y)) 


They Neither RIP NOR CHAFE, 
For daily comfort, wear our 


SEAMLESS HEEL. 

e can save 

vou percent. 
by ordering direct from us, 
and the go.ds being newly 

made (to your measure) en- "NN 
sures long wear. Send ad- \O)) 
dress and we will mail to zx 


all other makes. 


The best Russet or Patent Leather 
Polish in the world, used and re- 
commended by the best dealers. 


~ Not only polishes but preserves 

you diagrams for self-meas- (SQ) = the shoes. Take no other if you 

uring — also price list. f-» = would save your shoes from crack- 


ing. For both Ladies’ and Gen- 


Abdominal Supporters and Rubber Goods. tleimen's Shoes. All dealers, o 

CURTIS & SPINDELL €0.,$ | soxs, 

31 WYMAN BLOCK, ~” = 346 Congress St. Boston, Mass. 
MASS, © 


C/O ©) 


MOQOOOG 
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MAN is all the time burning up fat. This fat has got to be in as con- 
stant supply as the air he breathes. 


Every minute of life depends on it. It \ Abid y 

has got to come from somewhere; 

if it does not come from the food 

direct, it comes from the fat stored i gi 

up in the body. It gets stolen 

without his knowing it; but his 

friends tell him of it. They say: 

‘“You are getting thin. You are = 


not looking well.” They are right; 


. 
but they do not recognize the full << 
significance of what they are say- as 
ing. 


If you are not getting the fat you 
need from your usual food you are get- 
ting thin. One can go on losing fat a 
little while with no more serious harm 
than some discomfort to himself, and 
the causing of some anxiety to his friends. 
But there is danger ahead. You must ~ 
have a food you can get fat from. Cod- 
liver oil is that food. It is as truly a food as 
if it were nothing more. 


Scott’s Emulsion 


is cod-liver oil made easy. In it the oil is broken up 
into particles finer than water drops in cloud or fog. 
The work of digestion partly done beforehand. The 
tiny drops of oil slip easily through the wall of 
the intestines into the blood, 

This is the reason why ‘‘ Scott’s Emul- 
sion” produces plumpness when common 
food, or even cod-liver oil, is ineffectual. 


‘Just as good’’ is not SCOTT’S EMULSION 
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QUICKLY 


] ** The value of a machine is not in the exquisite- 
A FORTUNE IN AN HOUR 


ness or even the antiquity of its build, but in ¢Ae 
Can be made by inventing some- 


amount of good wor it will turn out.” 
thing new. Send for list of.... 


} Measured Caligraph... 
100 INVENTIONS WANTED 


by this 
And patent book free. 


ihe -ypewriter 
Patents procured through 


Is Absolutely without a Peer. 
us sold without charge. 
EDGAR TATE & CO.,, 


Solicitors of United States and Poreign Patents, 
Trade Marks, Designs, and Copyrighis. 


245 Broadway, New York. 
Branch Houses tn all Countries. 


“It 
Outlasts 


Qur illustrated Catalogue for 1896 will be sent on request. 
Ask also for pon book of Typewriter Papers. 


American Writing Machine Co., 237 Broadway, W. Y. § 


Who cares for PUBLIC OPINION! ; 
( 


\yec What we all want is SATISFACTION. 
Daugherty-Visible Typewriter: 


suits you, buy one and pay for it, and let some 
one else buy any old make simply because “ it’s 
the oldest made,” or ‘it claims everything,” 
or it shows a cut turned sidewise as “ view in 
use,’’ or it’s * Perfection.” 

We want you to have a machine on trial. 
Be your own judge. Catalogues and machines on 
application to The Daugherty Typewriter Company, 
of Pittsburg, Penn. Factory at Kittanning, Pa. 


Send for 
Catalogue. 
REMINGTON, $25.00 SMITH PREMIER, 


CALIGRAPH, to DENSMORE, 
HAMMOND, $65.00 YOST, ETC. 


Rentals $3.50 to $5.00 per month. 


Four + { 1 1-2 Barclay St., New York; 156 Adams St., Chicago; 
ur Stores | $8 Court Sq., Boston; 818 Wyandotte St., Kansas City. 


Dr. PARKHURST 
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YOU REA. 


ATRIA 
GONVINCE THay 


SCEPTRE 


AND ITs "CURB we IS PERFECTION 


To THE EpiTor :—I have an absolute) ACKA 
remedy for Consumption. By its timely use?) SEN fs FORS PLe PR RICES 


thousands of hopeless cases have been already (| umm ‘I 1 cls 
permanently cured. So proof-positive am 16 “Te 
of its power that I consider it my duty to5 CaTALOGUe FREE 
send two bottles free to those of your readers) SURBRUG, ISOF Lo, 
whe have Consumption, Throat, Bronchial or 

Lung Trouble, if they will write me their = NY Gy 
express and postoffice address. Sincerely, ¢ 
T. A. SLOCUM, M. C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


NO MATTER HOW GRAY YOUR HAIR IS--OR BLEACHED 
— OR SPOILED BY DYES~— MAKES IT BEAUTIFUL, NAT- 
URAL, HEALTHY. 


Rege n S rates Bleached Hair. 


Gives it new life and vigor, and makes it any color desired. 


It is guaranteed by court tests absolutely harmless — and genu- 
ine. Thereare many worthless imitations, Refuse totake them. 


No. 1. — Black. No. 4.— Chestnut. 
No. 2. — Dark Brown No. 5.— Light Chestnut. 
No. 3. — Medium Brown No. 6.— Gold Blonde. 
No Ash Blonde. 
PRICK, 81.50 and 83.00. 
Send a sample of your hair, and we will restore its color 


free of charge 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL MFG. CO. 


292 Fifth Avenue, - New York. & 
All Druggists and Hairdressers. 
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Four STYLES 


Rive A Monarch =~ 
<s<e AND KEEP IN FRONT. 


C 
NEWYORK SAN FRANCISCO, TORONTO. 


Cy 


3 


57 
7 
( 
>. 
@ \\ 
\ & 
| 


1 


58 ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Our Mammoth New 1896 Flower Seed Offer. 


FLOWER SEEDS FREE 


lowing colossal gb er: 
money order (the 
Jor the R 


of Choice Flower Seeds, 
| Packet Blood Red Castor Bean 
Ricinus Sanguineus), Very large, rapid growing 
y orbamental foliage plant ot tropical appearance. 
Stems and leaves deep Wood red. Height 6 feet. 

1 Packet New Fireball Dianthus. 
This beautiful new dwarf Pink isa distinct novelty, The 
plants are covered with brilliant, rose-red double flow- 
ers during the summer and through the fall. 

1 Packet Venus Looking Glass (Specularta Speculum). The 
name of this plant sicnifies a mirror,” indicating the unusual shin- 
ing brightness of the lovely blue flowers, Grows about 9 inches high. 

1 Packet Phiox Drummondtii, Lovely, brilliant flowers. 
Nothing can surpass them for beds, on account of their fichnhess 
and variety of colo, profusion and duration of loom, 


Un 

Ouse ! He Lapis 

adies and the family cirele, with elegant cover print 

Ladies’ Fancy Work, H 

uyenile Reading, Etiquette, Out-of-Door Recreations, etc. 

ladies’ magazine into 100,000 homes where it is not already taken, we now make the fol- 

Upon receift only Thirty Cents im & 

regular subscription price), we will send The Ladies’ World 

emainder of this 

subscriber we will also send, Free a large and magnificent Collection 
over 


1 Packet Poppy, mixed. A grand collection of this alar 
favorite, including the Mikade, Cardinal, Amertean 
Flag of Truce 40d many other rare and beautiful sorta, 


And Three Hundred Other Varieties, tnciuding Californian 


Petunia, Rose of Heaven, Youth and Old Age, etr.. ete. 


Remember, thirty cents aye for the Magazine for the 
usiv 


ar (April to December inclusive), and this entire magni 


warranted fresh and reliable. 


refund your money and make you a 


esent of the 
satished. JZhis offer is reliable 


Poppy, Porget-Me-Not 
Love Lies Bleeding, Blue Love Grove, Mourning Brite, Virginian Stock, Nugget of God 
Marigold, Choice Panstes, Verbenas, Chrysanthemums, Finest Asters, Cypress Vine, Dici- 
talis, Mignonette, Crimson Plax, Marguerite Carnation, Godetia “ The Bride,” Striped 


cent Collection of 
choice Flower Seeds (310 varieties), put up by a first-class Seed Howse and 
; No matter how many flower seeds you have 
rchased for this season, yon cannot afford to miss this wonderJul affer 
¢ guarantee every subscriber many times the value of money sent, and wi 
s if you are not entirely 
io not confound it with the catchpenny 


A WHOLE FLOWER GARDEN WITHOUT COST! 
alleled by pe Old-Established and Reliable + blishing 


a large, 24-page, g>column gazine for 
in colors, It is devoted to Stories, 
ome Decoration, Fashions, Hygiene. 


o introduce this charmin. 
leer, stamps 
Year (April to December inclusive), and to 


arieties, as /ollows: 

1 Packet Comet Aster, mixed. A superb new variety, wit) 
large double flowers, having incurved petals, resembling the fine 
Japanese Chrysanthemums. The mixture includes Grow Whu- 
Ros, Sky-Blue, and many other beautiful colors. 

1 Packet Blanket Flower (Geilerdia pita). Very lare: 
flowers, two to three inches across, in beautiful shades of colo: 
Bhowy, free-Mooming plants, one to two feet high. 

1 Packet Rese Queen Convolvualus tricolor 
rmerne Benutiful dwarf variety, of bright rose color, with whit 
center, fringed purple, afd shading toward coiden yellow 

1 Packet b's Nasturtium 
markable tor brilliancy oi color and profusion of Lioom. The flow 
era, lasting from early summer until frost, exhibit every shale 
trom creamy-white to fiery ecarlet, striped, spotted, etc. 

1 Packet Kekford Sweet Peas. Fifty named varietic«. 
thie famous collection, including the moat recent introduction. 
producing every shade end color of this beautiful dower. 


remainder of this 


ii 


schemes of unscrupulous persons. We have been established over 20 years, and refer to the Commercial Agencies a. 


to our entire responsibilty. rite to-day. Don't p 
ddress: H. MOORE & 


ut it off! Six subscriptions and six Seed Collections a $1.50 
CO., (Premium Seed Dept.), 27 Park Place, New 


ork. 


other story of recent years. 


time, the contents of the accursed 


} The Mysterious Card Unveiled! 


There will shortly be published in THe BLACK Cart, under the above 
title, a sequel to “The Mysterious Card,” 


aroused more universal interest, and caused a greater sensation than any 


The entire first edition (150,000 copies) of Tue BLAck Cart for Feb- 
ruary, in which “ The Mysterious Card” appeared, was sold out in three 
days, and a second edition was also disposed of in less than a week. 

The sequel to this marvelous story graphically unveils one of the 
darkest mysteries surrounding a human life, and reveals, for the first 


Richard Burwell the loss of friends, fortune, wife, and home. 


Buy Tu® BLack Cart of your newsdealer 
for five cents a copy, or send fiity cents 
for a full year’s subscription to the Short- 
story Publishing Company, Boston, Mass. 


-the startling tale which 


piece of pasteboard which caused 
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Those who have learned to know the difference between a wheel that actually is high grade. and one that 
is simply claimed to be. Others may be good, but the Waverley is the Highest of all High Grades, 
of a new Waverley Scorcher is offered to each person who recovers a stolen '96 Waverley 
R WAR during 1896, payable upon presentation to us of satisfactory proof of the facts and the 
sentence of the thief. This reward is open to every one excepting the owner of the 
stolen wheel, but is not payable to more than one person in any case. 


ART CATALOGT® FREE BY MAIL. INDIANA BIC CO., j 


SUCCESSFUL SPECULATION. 


If you want to learn how to make money in Wall Street, send for a copy of my Prospectus on 
Co-Operative Speculation ; under this plan I have never lost a dollar fora client. It is the only 
safe plan to use for those living at a distance, and who are unable to buy stecks outright. Pro- 
spectus and best reference furnished free on application, (Mention this publication.) 


E, MORTIMER PINE, Banker and Broker, 


Rooms 527, 128, 129, and 130 Manhattan Building, 66 Broadway, New York. 


MEMBER NEW YORK MINING EXCHANGE, 


9 brings to the front many 
06 bicycles having valu- 


Innovatio Ons able improvements, born 


of experience and demanded by 


2) the cyclist. To keep up with the 
times and demand, the manufac- 


turers of the “Search Light” have 
fi <x'4' produced for 1896 a Bicycle Lan- 
if Ni tern full of innovations which’ 
ee experience has shown were neces- 
Us sary to constitute a first-class 
lantern and give satisfaction. 

ir. y ts The introduction of the patent attachment for 

either head or fork —the packed oil pot whereby 

. Fe either kerosene or naphtha may be used and 
¢ it S sve spilling prevented—the protection of the re- 


flectors from tarnishing or blackening—the ad- 
dition of a new and successful device which 
absolutely preven's either blowing or jarring 
out—makes the 1896 Search Light immeasur- 


f NEW POINTS ARE { user, because it will not betray his confidence 

RED & GREEN JEWEL SIDE LIGHTS, 


17 No. 7th St., Phila. Send for Catalogue No. 2. 


~ 


ARE THE CHOICE 
| 

if 
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Thrice Blessed... 


IsHe Who T akes HisOwn Advice 
YOU'VE tsense. You 


know it. You have told 
yourself adozen times you 
needed a spring medicine. 
Were going to # get that 
“Best” Tonic. Well, why 
in the name of good sense, 
don’t you do it. Trot out 
now and getit. It may save 
doctors’ bills, to say noth- 
ing of a severe sickness. » 


ABST........ 
Malt Extract 
will brace, build. Give vim 
and bounce. Get it and thus 
take your own advice.# # 


Lafayette, Ind., 8-22,"95. 
Ever since your excellent 
Tonic has n placed upon the 
market, & my family has been a 
big consumer of this preparation 
and I have .* found it a grateful 
stimulant, appetizer, tissue builder 
and tonic. 2 I consider it one of 
the very few tions % that 
really do all that is claimed for it 
and unhesitatingly recommend it 
DR. CHAS. HUPE. 
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THE most powerful light and the light 

which is thrown the greatest distance 
ahead of the bicycle is thatfrom the Tally-Ho Bicy- . 
cle Lantern, It will not jar out or blow out. Made of brass, finished in black 
japan and nickel like a coach-lamp, or in full nickel. Burns kerosene. It 
ocks on the head of your bicycle. Try one. Beautifully Illustrated Booklet 


™ of Bieycle Sundries Free. 
GRIGEPORT GUN POLE BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


SOLD 
BVERYWHERE 


When can 
polish my 


shoes with or 


Fascinating 
Tales Cleverly 
Told. 


We will mail, postage 
paid, upon receipt of 2§ 
cents, the first five num- 
bers of Tue Brack Car, 
from Oct., 95, to Feb., 
‘96 (third edition), inclu- 
sive, containing thirty- 
nine 


Stories of Adventure 
Stories of Mystery 


Superior to all 
others for the 
following reasons: 


1. It gives a superior Ask 
~~. en your Stories of Detective Life 
of on the Stories of Love 


Unlike all others 
it does not crack 
or hurt the leather, 
but on the con- 
trary acts asa pre- 
servative. 

Has been manufactured over 
forty years and always stood 
at the head, And be sure to 

accept no other. 


Stories of Pathos 
Stories of Humor 


All these stories are original, complete, captiva- 
) ting, and copyrighted, —‘** the cleverest tales that 
b genius can produce and money can buy.” 
Address, THe Suortstory Pus.isninc Co., 
> 144 High St., Boston, Mass. 


Brown’s 
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The Black Cat 


FOR MAY, 


Which will contain the following extraordinary stories, all 
original, complete, and copyrighted, will be 


‘*The Banner Number.” 


For Fame, Money or Love ? = By R.Orrorencui. The start- 


ling story of a mysterious invention 
that threatened the entire destruction of spoken language, and which did 
destroy three men’s belief in womankind. 


A No Account Niggah — By Leonarp M. Prince, U.S.A. How 


a despised coffee-colored mulatto recruit in 
the regular army, alone and unaided, intercepted a band of hostile Apac hes, 
is told in this touching tale by an officer experienced in Indian campaigns. 


A Hundred Thousand Dollar Trance _— By Evoens SHADE 


* Bisse. The thrilling 
recital of the most costly and ne hypnotic experienent ever made, 
told just as it happened in the famous Bohemian Club of a well-known city. 


The Misfit Gown. Ev Coox Rice. In this 
or 


nal and humanly interesting tale are descri 
the first time the wire pullings, heart burnings, and white-hot excitement 
attending an election in a modern woman’s club. 


The Shifting Sand. By C. C. Van OrspaAtt. A marvelous treasure- 


trove, revealed first by the wind-blown sands of 

the Northwest to a man engaged in digging his own grave, but concealed 

in for eighteen years by the same agency, forms the pivotal point around 
which moves this exciting tale of love and adventure. 


The above will positively be 


THE GREATEST STORY MAGAZINE 
EVER ISSUED 


at any time or at any price, and the publishers earnestly in 
vite a comparison of THe BLAck Car for May with any 
issue of any magazine or volume of short stories ever pub- 
lished, either in this country or abroad. 

As their present facilities for production are limited to 
225,000 copies per month, all orders for this “ Banner Num- 
ber” of THE BLAck Car should be placed at once with 
newsdealers. Those who have no newsdealer should send 
five cents in stamps for a copy, or fifty cents for a full year’s 
subscription, direct to THE SHORTSTORY PUBLISHING Co., 
Boston, Mass. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


There is onl 
the 


1-4 yds, roll 6 cen’ 


IN THE WO 
FoR); 


INFANT» 
CHILDREN 


sow BYORUGAIST 


one best braid.— 
mailed to match _ goods in color 


& SONS, Pa 


FOUR SIZES 


Z 
Ow EVERY LASEL.. 


++} 


You will know it by 
Sold everywhere or will be 
5 yds. roll 8 cents; 
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» 

Everythings 
in Carpets, Rugs, ; 


. 
Hangings, and 
Upholstery, from if 
TO the Oriental totheg 
Occidental, fromy 


the superb antique 
to the attractive ¥ 
modern, from the 
choicest luxury tothe plain- 
‘est every-day necessity—if 
® it’s worth having you'll find ¥ 
sit among our stock, and atg¥ 
s prices that bring wholesale ¥ 
retail buyers fromg 


every ywhere. H. Pray, 


ton St., oppesite Boylston $ 
St., Boston, Mass. 


SSE 


Feeds 10 Plants 
ta House Plast 
Ouse | ants 
not 
Window Gardens 


- Cheapest 
in stamps, and we eo 


will send it by re- 
turn mail, 


Healthy growth and 
Generous flowering. 


Russia Cement Co. 


GLOUCESTER, MASS. 
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Cream 


A SKIN TONIC 

A SKIN FOOD 

A SKIN CORRECTIVE 
A SKIN BEAUTIFIER 


The wonders of chemistry have 
evolved nothing else to equal its 
benign effects upon the complex- 


ion. 


“As fragrant as the roses, 
As harmless as the dew.” 


Removes pimples, black-heads, 
eruptions, tan, sunburn, and 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For LADIES. 


Graceful, =| 


sirable features, 


wrinkles. Price 50c. by mail, A Most Desirable Wheel. 
or at druggists. Write for free WRITE FOR CATALOGUE. 
sample to 


Built like this. ig 
An embodiment of all the most de- 


Waltham Mig. Co., 


Frederick F. Ingram & Co., Detroit, Mich. 240 Broadway, - New New Yes, ¥.¥. 8 N. Y. 


» ourn “you a ly, 
q could sit by Without the? least, 
and safely leave in the roomforhowrs without fear 
of flame-climbing—a Jamp. thatds ‘odorless — will 
not soll.tablé ayers ris dove: dover in Alling nor 


bother you loose ch ney mney springs # 


“And it please you tu know about all the latest, thlings in 

ino One now has any excuse fOr using glass iMumi: 

tls eaty to get moderd of brass that are as 

thierice and skill can make thea 
If so, please send for out bemutitot (iusteatad catalogue, free to 

THE “NEW ROCHPSTER LAME [made at Bridgeport). hy 


A lamp such as is described be Chimney and $1.75. 
Add 9M St., N. Y., 85-87 Pearl St ton, 17 No. 7th St a * or 
DUBPORT BRASS CO. 


= 
| 
| 
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American 
People... 
Standard... 


Newspapers 
The Boston 


Daily Standard 


Has the LARGEST CIRCULATION of 
_ any REPUBLICAN NEWSPAPER in 
New England, a 


Fact | 


THAT ANY NEWSDEALER WILL 
PROVE. 


Its CONSTANTLY INCREASING ad- 
vertising patronage shows for itself how 


It Pays 


Tointerest STANDARD readers. If you 
are not one, WHY NOT? 


Send for sample copy. 


"BUOLIS YY SaYDU 


It Cures from head to ‘foot. 


Trade-Mark. 


Nature’s 
Cure 


Puritana cures disease by naturalizing 
and vitalizing the Power Producer of 
the human system,— the stomach. 


WY 
=> 


sankers 


Take cs care money— subjects to > check — 
give interest on Goposte. 
Buy and sell for ‘cash or mar; vin ONLY 
the securities listed on New York Stock 
Exch ange. 


Investors of money 


Givers of stock information. by “mail or 


It cures case after case, from head to 
wire. 


foot, whether the suffering is due to dis- 
ordered Blood, Liver, Stomach, Kidneys, 
Lungs, Brain, Nerves, or Skin, 


| 
| 


ek A member of our firm > aan on floor of 
Stock Exchange. 


If you are a sufferer get of your druggist this creat 
disease-conquering discovery, (the price is $1 for the 
complete treatment, consisting of one bottle of Puritana, 
one bottle of Puritana Pills, and one bottle of Puritana 


Wayland Trask & 
New York. dermigned, and you wil when you heard 


Purl tana 
4 
(7, 

| 
FORMY 
“4 
Prof. Dixi Crosby, M.D., LL.D. 
| 


BLACK CAT 
sees itself 


and is surprised at its large number of copies. |, 


SAPOLIO 


brightens 
everything- 

Floors, Walls, 

Tins .Woodwork 


Oilcloths.Metals, 


All hard surfaces 


<— 


Armstrong & C® Lith. Boston, Mass. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


W oman’s Writes. 


Believe in Woman’s Writes? Of 
course we do. Who could help it 
when women write such convinc- 
ing words as these: ** For seven 
years I suffered with scrofula. | 
had a good physician. Every 
means of cure was tried in vain. 
At last I was told to try Ayer’s 
Sarsaparilla, which entirely cured 
me after using seven bottles.” 


Mrs. JOHN A. GENTLE. 


Fort Fairfield, Me., 
Jan. 26, 1896. 
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Magazine. 


The MAY Number is Now Ready, Containing : 
BY GREAT AUTHORS, AND 
12 Pa gS BY GREAT AUTHORS, AND 
BY GREAT AUTHORS, AND 


4 BY CLEVER ARTISTS. 
150 lusiratio § BY CLEVER ARTISTS. 
BY CLEVER ARTI6TS. 


The Most Readable Magazine 
on Earth for 10 Cents. 


EVERY NUMBER COMPLETE 'N ITSELF. 
PRICE, 10) CENTS. 
por Sale byall Che Taternational 
News Company, 


and Newsdealers. 
83 & 85 Duane St, (One Door East of Broudway,) 
NEW YORK. 
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*tWear Dirty 


RUSSET 


The best Punpst or Patent Leather 
Polish fa the world, used and re- 
commended by the best dealers. 

Not only polishes but preserves 
the shoes. Take no other if you 
> = would save your shoes from crack- 
= ing. For both Ladies’ and Gen- 
& > tlemen’s Shoes. A!| dealers, or by 
y = mail for 15 cents per box. 

a) = C.L. HAUTHAWAY & SONS, 
= = 846 Congress St. Boston, Mass. 


Take care of money—subject | to check — 
give interest on deposits. 


Buy rand { sell il for cash or margin ONLY 
the securities listed on New York Stock 
Exc hange 


In nve rs of 


Givers of “stock information, “y mafl or 
wire. 


“A member of our firm always on floor of 
Stock Exchange. 


Wayland Trask & Co., 
18Wall St., New York. 


The Only Perfectly Seamless Heel 


Swollen Joints. 
They Neither RIP NOR CHAFE. 
a Por daily comfort, wear our 


SEAMLESS HEEL. 
Werow SO percent, 


by ordering direct from us, 
and the goods being newly 
made (to your measure) en- 
sures long wear. Send acl- 
dress and we will mail to 
you diagrams for self-meas- 
uring —also price list. 


Abdominal Supporters and Rubber Goods. 
CURTIS & SPINDELL CO., 


31 WYMAN BLOCK, 
MASS. 


all other makes. 


| Che The Most Readable 
Magazine on Earth | 
For JQ cents 
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Chere Are More 
Wrecks in the Office 
Chan on the Ocean 


‘ 


EMULSION) 


is more than 
Scott’s Emulsion mer 
is a food for “run-down,” nerve-broken men and 
women. = It possesses in a peculiar sense flesh- cepust 66 
making, strength-giving properties. ....... . 
It never fails to arrest wasting both in children . oo 
Don’t let yourself get thin! = There are thou- > eg 
sands of cases where persons have gained a aad Sl 


pound a day by taking an a day of ' 
Scott’s SCOTT & BOWNE 


HYPO )SPHITES 
Lae son 


“New york 


“Just as good” is not Scott’s Emulsion. 
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AND ITs cuRE 
‘ TO THE EDITOR :—I havé an absolute 
)remedy for Consumption. By its timely use 
thousands of hopeless cases have been already 
permanently cured. So proof-positive am I 
of its power that I consider it my duty to 
) send two bottles free to those of your readers 
whe have Consumption, Throat, Bronchial or 
Lung Trouble, if they will write me their 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ATRIAL 
WILLGONVINCE 


{GOLDEN SCEPIRE 


IS PERFECTION 
SEND FOR SAMPLE PACKAGE 


“Yb 130,440: 


POSTAGE PAID. 
CaTaLoGue 


NY 
express and postoffice address. Sincerely, J 


T. A. SLOCUM, M. C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


me LMpcrial 
Hair Regencrator 


NO MATTER HOW GRAY YOUR HAIR IS -OR BLEACHED 
OR SPOILED BY DYES— MAKES IT BEAUTIFUL, NAT- 


URAL, HEALTHY. 
Gray Hair to the 


Regenerates sieacned 


Gives it new life and vigor, and makes it any color desir: 


The United States Court sustains 
useful and meritorious invention. 
Refuse substitutes. 


No. 1. — Black. No. 4.— Chestnut 

No.2. — Dark Brown No. 5.— Light Chestnut. 

No. 3. — Medium Brown No Gold Blonde. 
No. 7 Ash Blonde. 


81.50 and 83.00. 


Send a sample of your hair, and we will restore its color 
free of charge 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL MFG. CO. 


292 Fifth Avenue, - New York. 
All Druggists and Hairdressers. 


patent and declares it ‘a 
Absolutely harmless 


PRICE, 
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CSTHE 


KEEP 


_FOUR STYLES "B® ano * 


2 2 
CO) 
CHICAGO.NEW YORK.SAN FRANCISCO.TORONTO. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Chosen by the 


overnment 


The War Department proposes to test 
the bicycle thoroughly for army use, 


and recently advertised for proposals 
for furnishing five bicycles for the pur- 
pose. Result: Bids from $50 to $85 
each for other machines; our bid of 
$100 each for Columbias, their invari- 
able price. #& v And the Government 
selected 


STANDARD OF THE WORLD 


Bicycles 


The experts who made the choice decided that Columbias were 
worth every dollar of the $100 asked for them. If YOU are 
willing to pay $100 for a bicycle, why be content with any- 


thing but a Columbia? 


The handsome Art 


Branch Stores and 


Agencies in almost every cit 
properly represented in your vicinity, let us know. 


that tells of Columbia and Hartford 
bicycles is free from any Columbia agent; by mail for two 2-cent stamps 


POPE MANUFACTURING CO., 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


and town. If Columbias are not 
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2 


>. Tide infringing tires! 


OH 

Hi 

4 Cycling produces Health, 

Health produces Honesty, 

Oy Honesty impels Cyclists 

To ride licensed 

© SINGLE TUBE TIRES. 


These are made by the 


POPE MANUFACTURING CO. 
B. F. GOODRICH Co. 
BOSTON WOVEN HOSE & RUBBER Co, 
1 New YORK TIRE Co. 
Ey HARTFORD RUBBER WORKS Co. 
Cy" HARTFORD CYCLE Co. 
HODGMAN Co. 
ee NEWTON RUBBER WORKS. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For Quality 
and Quantity 
of Good Work, 


The Caligraph 


Our handsome 
Booklet will set 
you thinking, 


$5.00 

— 
_ The only strictly first 
class bicycle lantern on 
the market. 
BRIDGEPORT BRASS CO. 
19 Murray Street, New York, . 
85.87 Pearl Street. Boston. 
17 No, 7th St., Philadelphia. 


Send for Catalogue No. 2. 


Cathode Tubes and X Rays Not Necessary 


To see writing on 


Visible 
aughert Typewriter. 
ree $75.00, 


"96 Model Beats Them All. 


Send for Catalogue. 
The Daugherty Typewriter Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 


RP REMINGTON, $25.00 SMITH PREMIER, 
CALIGRAPH, to DENSMORE, 
HAMMOND, $65.00 YOST, ETC. 


Rentals $3.50 to $5.00 per month. 


*{ 1 1-2 Barclay St., New York; 156 Adams St., Chicago; 
Four Stores : } 38 Court Sq., Boston; 818 Wyandotte St., Kansas City. 
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American Writing Machine Co., 

237 Broadway, New York. Fo 

| 
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Kittanning, Pa. 
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M NEN’S 
TOILET 
POWDER 


Approved by Highest 
Medical Authorities 
as a Perfect Sanitary 
Toilet Preparation 
for Infants and Adults, 
Delightful after 
Positively relieves P: ly 
Heat, Nettle Rash, Chafed 
Skin, Sanburn, etc, Removes Blotches, Pimples, makes 
the skin smooth and healthy. Take no substitutes. 
Sold A drugzists or mailed for 25 cts, 
Sam nailed. Name this paper. 


GERUARD MENNEN CO., Newark, N. J. 


THE ORIGINAL 


wrapper, 


The Perfection of 
Chewing Gum 


And a Delicious saw for 
: Indigestion and Sea Sickness. 
Mm Send 5c. forsample package. 
Beeman Chemical Co. 
439 Lake St., 


Pepein Chew hewing 


Beeman’s— 


which is now, and has been for 
more than forty years, the most 
reliable dressing for Ladies’ 
and Children's Boots and 
Shoes. Anindispensable article 
that every lady should have in + 
the house. Ask your dealer for 
BROWN’ Sand take no other, 


oO 
a 


The B lack Cat The cat that captured the country —N. VY, Herald. 
FOR JUNE, The Most Original! The Most Fasci- 


nating! The Most Attractive, 
and the Most Complete Story 
Magazine on Earth! 


CONTENTS: 

The House Across the Way. By Leo Gate. 
It is safe to say that a literary sensation will follow upon 
the appearance of this marvelous unfolding of the start- 
ling ** Skeleton ”’ closeted ina New York residence. 

Mrs. Sloan’s Curiosity. By Suirric 
Crarke. A unique complicationin hearts, leading up 
to an astounding revelation in wedding announcements. 

| The Seaweed Room, Py C.arice Irene Ciinc- 
HAN. A tragic mystery of the sea, which for one night 
gives up two of its dead and exposes the guilty man. 

The Second Edition. Py Greix Turner. A 
serio-comic episode of newspaper life, in which the 
telegraph editor turns printer rather than become a 
target for pistol practise. 

The Luck of Killing Day. By McPuerson 
Fraser. The daring adventure of two mounted mas- 
querading lieutenants at a real frontier army post — 
vividly told just as it happened. 


All for 5 Cents. 


Order it NOW of your our dealer, or or send us 50 cents 
tor a year’s subscription. 
The Shortstory Publishing Co., Boston, Masa, 


A GENUINE 
“June Jimmie, 
Ready May 20, 


| 
4 

+ 
+ 
7 

+ 

) 

3 ~ Pepsin Gum | 
4 (lg CAUTION.—See that the i 
+ he name Beeman is on each ; 
+ | { 
| 
| | 
{ 

| 

af 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ant MONEY 
TH $20 To $100 


You ean make 


A DAILY PROFIT 


by investments in stocks in present market. 
Rest service, lowest commissions, small 
margins. 
Tube from office to representative on 


A Cocktail Anywhere. 


Always ready for use and 
require ne mixing. 


exchange. 
CEO. M. WOOD, 
Stock, Bond, Grain and Mining Broker. T 
Con. and om Gin, Whiskey, 
Building, i 
60 & 62 Brosdway, 35 & 37 Rocatines, Vermouth, York. 


These Cocktails are made 
of absolutely pure and well- 
matured liquors. They are 
of more uniform quality and 
more thoroughly mixed than 
those prepared in a moment 
as wanted. 4 


NEW YORK CITY. 
MINING BOOM COMING. 


Buy at low figures. Sell at high. 

Stocks advised six months age have ad- 
vanced 900 te 1,600 per cent. (Others 
will do the same. 


MORE MONEY MADE now 
wat. IN ONE MONTH 
THAN ONE YEAR w 
YOUR OWN BUSINESS. 


Correspondence Invited. 


Sole Proprietors, { 


39 Broadway, New York, { 
and Hartford, Conn. 


SUCCESSFUL SPECULATION. 


If you want to learn how to make money in Wal! Street, send for a copy of my Prospectus on 
Co-Operative Speculation; under this plan I have never lost a dollar fora client. It is the only 
safe plan to use for those living at a distance, and who are unable to buy stocks outright. Pro- 
spectus and best reference furnished free on application. (Mention this publication.) 


) 

E, MORTIMER PINE, Banker and Broker, 

» Rooms 127, 128, 129, and 130 Manhattan Building, 66 Broadway, New York. 


MEMBER NEW YORK MINING EXCHANGE. 


*‘ This very readable story is fresh, bright, graphic, deeply pathetic, 
eloquent, powerful,’’ says the Mew York Times, of 


“A Singular Life,” 


MISS PHELPS'S wonderful novel which everybody is reading. 
Price, $1.25. It can be had of the Booksellers, or sent by the 


publishers, Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston, Mass. 


AALAAL 
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FAVORITES. 


Are Built in the Largest and Best Equipped Factory on Earth. 


Our unequaled facilities enable us to suppl 
than other makers can afford to market an inferior production, hence in pur- 
chasing a Waverley there is a clear saving of $15.00 or more. A higher grade 
bicycle, it is impossible to produce. Our catalogue explains all. Send for it. 


INDIANA BICYCLE CO., Indianapolis, Ind. 
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new 


GAME 


better bicycles for less money |COUNTERS 


INDIANA 
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DO YOU 
PLAY 
CARDS? 


Send ten cents 
in stamps for 
@ pair of our 


BICYCLE CO. 


thing new. 


GET RICH 
QUICKLY 


A FORTUNE IN AN HOUR 


Can be made by inventing some- 


Send for list of .... 


100 INVENTIONS WANTED 


And patent book free. 


Patents procured through 
us sold without charge. 
EDGAR TATE & CO., 


Solicitors of United States and Foreign Paients, 
Trade Marks, Designs, and Copyrights. 


245 Broadway, New York. 


Branch Houses in all Countries. 


] 


If it's Braid 
and It's good — 


Sample 5 yd. roll, 
8c.,or 3 4 yd.roll,6c., 
to match any color. 


We will mail four 
yd. measures for 
3c. (stamps). 

D. GOFF & SONS, 

Pawtucket, R. I. 


An Eye Opener! Don't Miss It! § 


Tar Brack Car will shortly publish “The Mys- 
terious Card Unveiled,” a sequel to ** The Mysterious 
Card,” which caused such a tremendous and widespread 
sensation upon its appearance in 
Tue Car for February, 


Trade Mark. 


The sequel graphically unveilé one of the _—_ 
my steries, and reveals the contents of the accursed piece 
of pasteboard which caused Richard Burwell the loss of 
friends, wife,and home, Order of your dealer now. 


The Shortstory Publishing Co., Boston, Mass. 
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Tied Down 
—the woman who doesn’t use 
Pearline. She's tied to her 
work, and tired with it, too. 
Pearline makes another wo- 
man of her. It washes and 
cleans in half the time, with 
half the work. Nothing can 
be hurt by it, and every thing 
is saved with it. Fearline 
does away with the Rub, Rub, 
Rub. Pearline does more 
than soap; soap gives you 
nore to do, 


Zither 


LATEST and BEST. 


Air played on treble; accompaniment on 
bass, which is tuned in groups of chords pro- 
ducing remarkable effects, 


Book of Music 
with Full 
Directions 
FREE, 


Very Easy to Learn. 


Sent subject t i- 


C.O.D., or cash with the order. Send for circulars 


Che Phonobarp @o., 


99 A Borper St., East Boston, Mass. 


) 
) 
) 


And W. C. Sanger hold the World’s Unpaced 


Mile Record, 2 m.: 00 2/5 sec. 
GET THE ORIENT CAT. 


WALTHAM MFG. CO., 


240 Broadway, - - New York, N.Y. 


i} 


Just as the last forms for the May number of 
Tue Brack Car go to press we learn that the 
story, “A Hundred Thousand Dollar Trance,” 
by Eugene Shade Bisbee, which appears in this 
issue, and for which we paid Mr. Bisbee one hun- 
| dred dollars, was published in a somewhat differ 
lent form in the Baltimore (Md.) HWerld for 
March 20 and 21. 

Mr. Bisbee informs us that the story as pub 
lished in the World was altogether unauthorized 
He says: “I called at the Woer/d office for my 
MS., which had been submitted upon the express 
condition that I might withdraw it if 1 desired. 
I was told that | could have it by calling in a few 
days; that it was there amongst qa great mass ci 
manuscripts which, in their rush, was unindexed. | 


called repeatedly, telling them that | wished to re 
write the story and send it elsewhere. After half 
a dozen calls I saw the managing editor ard ex 
| plained the matter to him. He tock my name and 
address and a description of the appearance of the 
MS., and told me if they could find it they would 
mail it to me; at all events, i would not be pub 


|| lished in the World. Acting upon this positive 


assurance, I rewrote the story and sent it to TH 
Brack Cart.” 
As the story in question is our exclusive proy 


||) erty, duly protected by copyright, we shall of 


course not permit the matter to rest here. Mean 
while we offer the public the foregoing explanation. 


Tue Suortstory Company. 
Boston, Mass., March 23, 1896. 
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| tired man. 


A MARKET MAN'S LUCK. 


SAVED AT THE VERY BRINK 
OF THE GRAVE. 


Boston, Mass.—‘‘I was sick for 
nearly two years,”’ said George H. Dun- 
ning, of Faneuil Hall Market, the his- 
toric landmark of Boston. “I was run 
down, had nervous prostration, lost my 
appetite, could not sleep without opi- 
ates, had little control over my limbs, 
was so light-headed that I was afraid to 
walk about alone, could not see except 
through a blur, had a constant pain in 
the pit of my stomach, and had aban- 
doned business, pleasure, and, practi- 
cally, life itself. When the crisis came 
I was out of my head and my tempera- 
ture was up to 105 degrees. Whenthe 
neighbors came to inquire the doctor 
told them that I was past hope. My 
nurse made another appointment, as 
if it was certain that my death would 
come in five days at the outside. 

“IT had one chance in a hundred, and I 


took that chance. All the doctors and 
medicWtea had failed in my case, and I 
threw 1 over. It seems as if 
the nds of diseases in these 


electricity, and new 
as jus 
When I got a bottle and bey 
I found that I was being 
new, just as it says, from 
my feet to the top of my head. 

“It stopped that miserable pain at the 
pit of my stomach; it made me eat like 
a hungry man and sleep like a healthy, 
It cleared my head so that 
I can now see without glasses and walk 
home through the crowded streets 
without the least danger of falling 
down wnder the horses’ feet. 


sick. My wife says thi 
terous to say that anything 
tana saved my life, for i nerre 
from the danger of paralysis. At that 
time my friends would not have given 
two cents for my chances. That is 
why I do not lose a chance to tell about 
Puritana; for I believe a great many 
lives could be saved if people only knew 
what it would do. 

**T will never be without Puritana as 
long as I live, and I believe that will be 
some time, as I am growing younger 
and happier every day.”’ 

This is not an exceptional case, for it 
is being duplicated every day. 


lt cures from head to foot. 


A Wrong 
Stomach 


Puritana makes the 
Heart 
Lungs R ght, 
Liver Right, 
Blood R ght, 
Kidneys ght, 
Nerves Right, 


Because it makes 


Right 
Stomach 


It brings to any man, woman, or 
child, strength, comfort, happiness, and 
new life. 


covery ce is $1 for the complete one 
bottle o Pusitena, one bottleof Puritana Pills, one 


bottle of Puritana Tablets, all in one package), and you 
Puritana Compound Co., Concord, N. H. 
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Nerves, Heart, Brain, | 
and Skin is caused by 
f 
* It ms good to get back to the 
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Pill after Pie? 


She was a good woman. 
He loved her. She was his 
wife. The pie was good; 
his wife made it; he ate it. 
But the pie disagreed with 
him, and he disagreed with 
his wife. INow he takes a 
pill after pie and is happy. 
So is his wife. The pill he 
takes is AYER’S. 

Moral: Avoid dyspepsia 
by using 


Ayer’s Cathartic Pills, 
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Those 
“Elongated g SLOCK 


Dimples” # Bu yurs 
(sometimes called wrinkles), grow | Bankers, 


less conspicuous and disappear by & | 
use of the incomparable > 
Take ca j subject to check 
Milk-Weed Cream give interest on deposits. 
ter Buy and sell for cash or margin ONLY 


The only skin tonic, food and the securities fisted on New York Stock 
medicine, combined; unlike all @ | HR Exchange 

other preparations in its potent | ME investors of money 
— to REMOVE — (not ae | Givers of stock information, by mail or 
ceal)— imperfections caused by 

exposure or disease —tan, freck- 
les, sunburn, pimples, eruptions, 
etc., 50c. by mail or at druggists. 
Write for bes sample to 


Frederick F. Ingram & Co. 
Detroit, Mich. 


| 


We ‘A member of our firm always on floor o 
Stock Exchange. 


|} Wayland Trask & Co. 
#% 18Wall St., New York. 


“REMINGTON, $25.00 SMITH PREMIER, 
CALIGRAPH, to DENSMORE, 
HAMMOND, $65.00 YOST, ETC. 


Rentals $3.50 to $5.00 per month. 


1 1-2 Barclay St., New York; 156 Adams St., Chicago; 
38 Court Sq., Boston; 818 Wyandotte St., Kansas City. 


A Novel of Remarkable Interest. 


HOPKINSON SMITH’S To mm Gro 2 An. 


Beautifully printed, and bound in a strikingly artistic style. Illustrated 
with nineteen designs by C. S. Reinhart. Crown 8vo, $1.50. 
** Tom Grogan,"’ a woman contractor, is the superb and original heroine of this great story. Ut ts 
beyond question one of the strongest and most readable of novels recently published. Sold by booksellers, 
Sent postpaid by 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston, Mass. 
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ase Dirty Shoe 'G 


Hauthaway’s 


POLISH 


Is Cured Without Pain 
or Neglect of Business. 


It is stated that 50 per cent. of the in- 
habitants of this great coyntry suffer 
from rupture. Many are the remedies 
and appliances for their relief and cure. 
The Improved Elastic Truss Co. of 
New York furnishes the most effective 
truss for the relief and cure, having 
none of the injurious results and 
torturing annoyances of other trusses, 
and it can be worn with ease night 
and day, thereby effecting a radical 
and permanent cure. Those interested 
in the subject call on or write and get 


j]©)) 


The best Russet or Patent Leather 
Polish in the world, used and re- 
commended bry the best dealers. 


a catalogue, to the EN Not only polishes but preserves 
(C the shoes. Take no other if you 
IMPROVED ELASTIC TRUSS 00 | would save your shoes from crack- 
9 © ing. For both Ladies’ and Gen- 
822 and 824 Broadway, ©) = tlemen’s Shoes. Ail dealers, or by 

mail for 15 cents per box. 


Lady in Attendance for Ladies. 
EXAMINATION FREE. 


= 346 Congress St. Boston, Mass. = 


The Only Perfectly Seamless Heel 


ELASTIC 


STOCKINGS 


For Varicose 


Here is a 
Good Proposition 


THE GREAT 


Boston Sunday Herald 


For $2.00 per year. 


Ke » y Neither RIP NOR CHAFE. 
‘ For daily comfort, wear our 
SEAMLESS HEEL. 
a We can save 50 
you per cent, 
by ordering direct from us, 
and the goods being newly 
made (to your measure ) en- 
sures long wear. Send ad- 
dress and we will mail to 
you diagrams for self-meas- 
uring — also price list. 


Abdominal Supporters and Rubber Goods. 
CURTIS & SPINDELL CO., 


31 WYMAN BLOCK, 
MASS. 


Replete with news from every section 
of the earth. Literary features in 


all other makes. 


abundance. 
Social Page for Women ! 
A Page of Music! 
Illustrated Fashions from Abroad ! 
A Page on Household Matters! 


Recommended by Physicians over 


and many other attractions for men and 
women, 

The Herald is easily New England’s 
Greatest Newspaper. 
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AND ITs * CURE 
TO THE EpiTorR :—I have an absolute: 
remedy for Consumption. By its timely use) 
thousands of hopeless cases have been already ¢ 
permanently cured. So proof-positive am I 
of its power that I consider it my duty to 
send two bottles free to those of your readers 
whe have Consumption, Throat, Bronchial or 2) 
Lung Trouble, if they will write me their 
express and postoffice address. Sincerely, 

T. A. SLOCUM, M. C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


It makes the shoe 


ete. Made by 


BROWN’S 
FRENCH DRESSING 


Should be in every home on account of its real economy. 
soft and easy while giving a beautiful polish. Itis all- 4 


around economy to get Brown's — the perfect polish for ( 
Ladies’ and Children’s Shoes, Trunks, Bags, Harness, ¢ 


B. F. BROWN & COMPANY, Boston, Mass. | 


bill smaller by keeping the leather 


BORATED 
TALCUM 


TOILET 
POWDER 


Approved by Highest 
Medical Authorities 
as a Perfect Sanitary 
Toilet Preparation 
om for Infants and Adults, 

Delightful after Shavin 

Positively relieves Pric 
Heat, Nettle Rash, Chafal 
Skin, Sunburn, etc, Removes Blotches, Pimples, makes 
and he ake no substitutes. 
Sold by druggists or m nailed for 25 cts, 
ple Mailed .*Name this paper. E 
ARD MENNEN CO., Newark, N.J. 


— 


5 THE ORIGINAL 
Beeman’s—," ° Gum 
Pepsin Gum 


CAUTION.—See that the | 
name Beeman is on each 
wrapper. 


The Perfection of 
Chewing Gum 


And a Delicious Remedy for 
Indigesticn and Sea Sickness. | 
Send Se, for sample package. 
Beeman Chemical Co. 
439 Cleveland, 0. | 
nators of 


| 
Pepsin nowing cum, 


WiLLGONVINCE THay 


jib 130, 
‘Sit GUE FREE 
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' Assets over $15,780,000. Annual Income, $12,500,000. 
Surplus, $3,300,000. 


Prudential 


Protection 


Easy payments to- 
day supply the wants 
of to-morrow—where 
there is life there. 
should be life insur- 
ance—The Pruden- 
tial policies insure 
men, women, and chil- 
dren, that each life 
may protect the lives 
of others, 


The Prudential Insurance Co. 
e ohn F. Dryden, ome Office, 
of America N. J. 
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e Are not common property and cannot be made 
and honestly without first Ubtaining a 

in e LICENSE from the patentee. 
Refuse to accept a Bicycle that has a single 
tube tire which is not stamped with one of the 


following names. 
Hartford Rubber Works Co. 
u Se Hartford Cycle Co. 


Hodgman Rubber Co. 
Newton Rubber Works. 
Pope Manufacturing Co, 


B. F. Goodrich Co. 
Boston Woven Hose & Rubber Co. 


New York Tire Co. 
ALWAYS ASK FO 


A PALE EXQUISITE 


~AT ALL FIRST CLASS DEALERS — 
LONG ISLAND BOTTLING CO. BROOKLYN.NY. 


The “‘ Daugherty '’ is the only Type- 
writer having convenient Visible 


Writing. You pay Express Charges 
and see for yourself. Nothing lost 
by this decided advantage. Saves 
Money — Time — Does Best Work..... 


Catalogues on 
application. 


If it's Braid 
and it's good — 


Sample 5 yd. roll, 
8c.,or 3 yd.roll,6c., 
to match any color. 

We will mail four 
% yd. measures for 
3c. (stamps). 


. GOFF & SONS, 
Pawtucket, R. |. 
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THE BLAack Cart. 


FOR JULY. 


Creat 5 Stories! 


On the Last Trail! A dramatic duel to the death between two 
builders of the Great West, thrillingly told by an eye-witness, 


A Message From Where? A touching romance of the war time 
revealed through a boy's infatuation for a mysterious portrait, 


The Man With the Box! The startling account of an invention 
which threatens to paralyze the liquor industry of the world. 


What the Moon Saw! The graphic recital of a terrible mid- 
night wager won at a frightful cost, 


In Miss Polly’s Pew! A true love story of the genuine old- 
fashioned sort, in which love for a year means love for a lifetime. 


All Original ! All Complete! All Copyrighted! 


All for 5 Cents. 


Tae Brack Car is the Most Original, Most Attractive, Most Fascinating, and Most Complete Story Magazine on 
earth. And it costs the least money. It contains the most captivating stories that brains and genius can produce and 
money can buy. It pays nothing for name or reputation of a writer, but highest price on record for Stories that are 
Stories. If your dealer won't supply you, ph 5 cents in stamps for a copy, or 50 cents for a year's subseription 
to The Shortstory Publishing Co., Boston, Mass. 


) “The Cat That 
tured the Country.” 
Y. Herald, 


The Mysterious Card Unveiled!” 


Tue BLack Cat for August, which will be issued 
July 16, will contain under the above title one of the 
most remarkable stories ever published. Itisa sequel 
to “The Mysterious Card” by Cleveland Moffett, which 
appeared in THE BLACK Car for February, and caused 
so profound a sensation throughout the country that 
150,000 copies were sold in three days. 

“The Mysterious Card Unveiled,’ by the same 
author, graphically unravels one of the darkest mys- 
teries surrounding a human life, and reveals, for the 
first time, the contents of the accursed piece of paste- 
board which caused Richard Burwell the loss of 
friends, wife, and home. 

All who wish to read this most extraordinary story 
should order a¢ once of their newsdealers, 

Parties who have not read THe Brack Car for 
February, and cannot obtain same of their newsdealers, 
should send five cents in stamps direct to us, and a copy 
will be sent, postage paid. 

THE SHORTSTORY PUBLISHING CO., 
144 High St., Boston, Mass. 


NEWSDEALERS AND BOOKSELLERS should give 
timely notice of their increased wants to their news companies. 
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Thrice Blessed... 


I,He Who T akes HisOwn Advice 
YOU'VE tsense. You 


know it. You have told 
yourself adozen times you 
needed a spring medicine. 
Were going to # get that 
“Best” Tonic. Well, why 
in the name of good sense, 
don’t you do it. Trot out 
now and getit. It may save 
doctors’ bills, to say noth- 
ing of a severe sickness. # 


5 
Malt Extract 
will brace, build. Give vim 
and bounce. Get it and thus 
take your own advice.## 


Lafayette, Ind., 8-22,’95. 
Ever since your excellent “Best” 
Tonic has been placed upon the 
market, & my family has been a 
big consumer of this preparation 
and I have found it a grateful 
stimulant, appetizer, tissue builder 
and tonic. 2 I consider it one of 
the very few tions % that 
really do all that is claimed for it 
and unhesitatingly recommend it 

DR. CHAS. HUPE. 
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No one concern 
the best Bicycles in the 


No one make of bicycle has a monopoly of quality 


or superior devices. Some excel in one particular, , 
others in another. There are many —_ of 
bicycles, and grade is not to be determined by price. 


) 
il) 


is the peer of any bicycle on the market at any 
price. his product of a modern factory, unequaled 
in DV fe a tments, employing the highest mechanical 

the best materials obtainable, is sold at....... 


$85 A FAIR PRICE 


and strictly at one price to alls 


INDIANA BICYCLE COMPANY 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
Eastern Wholesale Branch, 339 Broadway, New York 
Catalogue free by mail 
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Actual Experience 
Discounts any amount of talk. 


Typewriter 


Our Booker will give you some candid and unsolicited 
testimonials that are worth careful consideration, 
Send also for our 1806 CaTALoGuE and oF 
Tyrewriter Papers. 
AMERICAN WRITING MACHINE COMPANY, 
237 Broadway, New York, U. S. A. 


Columbia Zither 


LATEST and BEST. 


Air played on treble; accompaniment on 
bass, which is tuned in Se 
ducing remarkable eff 


Book of Music 
with Full 
Directions 


Very Easy to Learn. 
Sent subject t i- 
Price, $5.00. sation, charges prepaid, 
circnlars. 


C.O.D., orcash with the order. Send for 


Che Phonobarp 


99 A Borper St., East Boston, Mass. 


A better Cocktail at home than is served over any bar in the World. 


JHEGuB= 


39 Broadway, N. Y., Hartfo 


COCKTAILS 


MANHATTAN, MARTINI, 
WHISKEY, HOLLAND GIN, 
TOM GIN, VERMOUTH and YORK. 


We guarantee these Cocktails to be made 
of absolutely pure and well matured liquors 
and the mixing equal to the best cocktails 
served over any bar in the world, Being 
compounded in accurate proportions, they 
will always be found of uniform quality. 

Connoisseurs agree that of two cocktails 
made of the same material and propor 
tions, the one which is aged must be 
better, 


Try our YORK Cocktail—made without 
any sweetning—dry and delicious. 
or sale on the Dining and Buffet Cars 
of the principal railroads of the U. 8. 


AVOID IMITATIONS. 
For Sale by all Druggists and Dealers. 


G. F. HEUBLEIN & BRO., Sole Props., 
rd, Conn, 20 Piccadilly, W. London, Eng. 
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Puritana—Nature’s Cure. 


There is more Real Medicine — more | 


Strength, Health, Life, and Cure —in 


single drop of Puritana than in a whole) 
dipperful of so-called Blood Purifiers, | 


To make the cure of any disease com- 
plete and permanent, the purifying, nour- 
ishing, correcting, and building-up process 
must begin and end in the stomach. It is 


Nerve Tonics, and palate tickling Com-| the power producer of the human system. 


pounds. 


Puritana is the prize formula of Prof. | 


Dixi Crosby, M. D., LL.D., who was for 
thirty-two years at the head of Dartmouth 
Medical College. 


What Does Puritana Do? 


The Governor and ex-Governor of New| 
Hampshire, the Mayor and ex-Mayor of 
Concord, hundreds of men and women 
well known in public and private life, and | 
thousands of plain, every-day people, have 
publicly testified to the marvelous power 
of Puritana as a radical cure for disease. 

It has cured case after case of from five 
to twenty years standing, whether the suf- 
fering was due to disordered Blood, Liver, 
Heart, Stomach, Kidneys, Lungs, Brain, 
Nerves, or Skin. It cures from head to 
foot. A trial tells the story of its worth. 


Puritana makes the Blood right, the 
Nerves right, the Liver right, the Kidneys 
right, the Lungs right, the Heart right, the 
Skin right, and the Brain right, BECAUSE 
it makes the Stomach right. 


It Makes People Strong! 


If you are a sufferer get of your druggist 
this great disease-conquering discovery (the 
price is $1 for the complete treatment, con- 
sisting of one bottle of Puritana, one bottle 
of Puritana Pills, and one bottle of Puri- 
tana Tablets, all enclosed in one package), 
or write to the undersigned and you will 
bless the day when you heard of Puritana. 
The Puritana Compound Co., Concord, 
New Hampshire. 
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“A Sailors wile,a sailors joy should be’ 
Yo -ho , Yo-ho! | 

Butwhen he does the work atsea 

His aid, like hers,is sure to be 


Aamsrnowe & Co. 


CLEANS 
SCOURS 


POLISHES 
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“When I Reflect 


that if I had not used Ayer’s 
Hair Vigor my hair would 
have been thin and faded, in- 
stead of glossy and abundant, 
I realize how much of her 
charm a woman owes to 
beautiful hair. It is the one 
feature of woman’s beauty 
that may be preserved in spite 
of age and time.” 

Ayer’s Hair Vigor is a standard 

toilet preparation. It restores the 


normal color of gray or faded 
hair, and makes hair grow. 
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Telephone S rvice in business and reduces 


friction in household 


affairs. The rates 
‘Saves Ti Me€... New York City service — ranging | 
from $75 upward — are so moderate, 
) in view of the enormous facilities offered, that there is small excuse for { 
not adopting the service in any situation where its usefulness suggests § 
itself. There are many such. 


THE METROPOLITAN TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH CO. 
113 West 38th Street, 18 Cortlandt Street, New York, N. Y. 


Che The Most Perfect Recorder 


46 Crump Made for 


10,000 Miles by tenths. 
Cyclomete Miles black, Tenths red. 
Dirt and Dust proof. 
oe 3 Less than 2 ozs. in weight. Noiseless. 
Seen at a 
THE WATERBURY WATCH CO. } giance from 
the saddle. 
Registers only the forward motion. 
Instantly removed from case. 
Kept in repair without charge. 


DEAFNESS 


and Head Noises relieved by, acing 
W ilson’s Common Sense Kar Druma. 
New scientific invention: different 
from all other devices. The only safe, 
simple, comfortable and _ invisible 
Ear Drum in the world. Helps where 
medica! skill fails. No wire or 
attachment. Write for pamphlet. 


WILSON EAR DRUWN, CO. 
826 Trust Bidg., isville, Ry. 
Broadway, New York. 


Conn., U.S.A, 


3 


THE Cart. 
Splendid 5 Stories! 


The Mysterious Card Unveiled. By Cirvetanp Mor- 
retT. The astoundin my to that astounding story, 
‘** The Mysterious Card,”’ the sensation of the year. 

Mrs. Bilger’s Victory. By Emma S. Jones and Gerx 
Turner. How one plucky woman and two buckets of 
soft soap outwitted a great railroad corporatibn. 

A Defender of the Faith. By Joun D. Barry. A love 
story of New York and London, in which a realistic nov- 
elist turns open-air preacher, for one hour only. 

Tim’s Vacation. By L. FE. Suartruck. The touching 
story of an elevator boy “‘ who didn't know what to do 
with a vacation,” 

Wet Horses. By Atice MacGowan. A powerful fron- 
tier story, which tells how two innocent jailbirds were 
released from captivity by a man who knew how it felt 


to be behind the bars. 


“The Story-tell ng hit of the century ,""— Phila. Call, All for 5 Cents! 


Tue Brack Cart aims to publish, not a mass of pictures or a multitude of announcements (it limits its advertis- 

ing space to 16 pages), but the most captivating stories that brains and genius can produce and money can buy. 

e > it pays nothing for name or reputation of a writer, but highest price for Stories that are Stories. If your dealer 

won't supply you, send 4 cents in stamps fora copy,25 cents for the first six numbers (October, 1804, to April, 
1896), or 50 cents for a full year's subscription to The Shortstory Publishing Co., Boston, Mass. 
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Our Latest Booklet 


Contains eight testimonial letters. These sum up 
the experience of thousands who use the 


It Kills 
Microbes, 


And by killing them destroys all manner of dis- 
ease. The germ theory is now admitted by all 
physicians. A sick person, in order ~ well, 
must have these Disease Germs destroyed. 


Radam’s Microbe Killer 


Is the only true antiseptic and germicide, and will 
positively destroy the microbes of every known 
disease. Itis not a drug. No poisonous miner- 
als in it. Its success lies in extracting —in the 
form of gases—all the medicinal properties of 
drugs, throwing away the solids (harmful) and re- 
taining only the gases (healthful). By this means 
every microbe in the system which causes disease 
is thoroughly eradicated, and sickness gives way 
to restored health. This remedy will surely cure 
ou if you give it atrial. Don’t delay if you want 
ealth. 
If you are at all interested, if you or any of your 
friends are sick, send for a fifty-page book with 
testimonials of cures, mailed free on application. 


PRICES: Solber Latze Bottle. 
Sone everywhere C. O. D. Safe delivery guar- 
anteed. 
HEATON & CO., 
49 3 WASHINGTON STREET, Room 3, 


A copy will be sent on request. It should be read 
> by every one interested in Typewriters. 
) AMERICAN WRITING MACHINE COMPANY, 
237 Broadway, New York. 


| 


Cor. Temple Place, Boston. 


2 with privilege of examination. Write us for catalogue. 


( «(1 1-2 Barclay St., New York; 156 Adams St., Chicago; | 
Four Stores: | 38 Court Sq., Boston; 818 Wyandotte St., Kansas City” ( 


Money In It! We Want to Exchange 


Daugherty-Visible 
Cypewriter's 


For Cash and Old Machines. 


Give us the make and number of yours. We will make 
you a proposition. 


The Daugherty Typewriter Co., of Pittsburg, 
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DOUBLE GRIP: PACKED RESERVOIR. \ 
RED & GREEN JEWEL SIDE LIGHTS. 


S @) or 19 Murray 5 New York 
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~ BRIDGEPORT BRASS CO.~ 
BRIDGEPORT.CNN. 
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Send for Circular No. 2, 
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A Photographic Wonder. 


Presto 
1 
: 


Camera. 


50 Film or 
4 Glass Plate 


Size 14% x 1%. Snap shot or time exposures, 
A real Pocket Camera, rounded corners, contain- 
ing all the latest improvements in photography, 


A etin Size. A Giantin 
imple a Child can Operate it 


Price, xp with film 

and glass-plate magazines, 

loaded for 25 exposures. e 
Illustrated booklet and sample photo on receipt 


1 of stamp, if you mention this publication. 


Agents Wanted. 
E. B. KOOPMAN, 33 Union Sq., N.Y. 


The Commercial Advertiser 
Is the best evening paper in New York. | 
So good an authority as the Atlanta Con. 
stitution says: ‘‘It is the only newspaper , 
in New York that prints all the news.” It 
prints more exclusive news each evening 
than all the other afternoon papers com- 
bined. It employs a larger staff of expert 
writers, editors, trained reporters, and ( 
artists than all other evening newspapers 
of New York, 
Publisher’s Office, 
29 Park Row, N.Y 


) 


BORATED 


MENNEN’S 
TOILET 
POWDER 


Approved by Highest 

Medical Authorities 

asa PerfectSanitary 

foilet Preparation 

for Infants and Adults, 
Delightful after Shaving, 
Positively relieves Prickly 

Heat, Nettle Rash, Chafed 

Skin, Sanburn, ete. Removes Blotches, Pimples, makes 

the skin smooth and healthy. Take no substitutes. 

Sold by druggists or mailed for 25 cts, 

Sample Mailed. Name this paper. 

CERHARD MENNEN CO., Newark, N.J. 
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{GOLDEN SCEPTRE 


IS PERFECTION 


PACKAGE 
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URBRUG 


RUPTURE 


Is Cured Without Pain 
or Neglect of Business. 


It is stated that 50 per cent. of the in- 
habitants of this great country suffer 
from rupture. Many are the remedies 
and appliances for their relief and cure. 
The Improved Elastic Truss Co. of 
New York furnishes the most effective 
truss for the relief and cure, having 
none of the injurious results and 
torturing annoyances of other trusses, 
and it can be worn with ease night 
-_ day, thereby effecting a radical 
and permanent cure. Those interested 
in the subject call on or write and get 
a catalogue, to the 


IMPROVED ELASTIC TRUSS 60., 


822 and 824 Broadway, 
Cor. 12th Street. NEW YORK. 
Lady in Attendance for Ladies. 
KAMINATION FREE. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The Fiction Number of - 
Scribner’s Magazine 
will have a 


By Will Low. 


It will be a most sum u* 


Rich in fiction, charmin 
illustration, with some novel ects © 


% 
: in printing. 
eeePublished July 25. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 

153-155 Fifth Ave., New York City. " 


SSSSSSSSOSSES 


* The Story-telling hit of the century.” — Phila. Call. 


The August issue of Tuer Brack Car wil! contain the astounding 
story by CLeveLanp Morrerrt, 


“The Mysterious Card Unveiled,” 


Sequel to The Mysterious Card, whose appearance in Tur Black 
Cat for February caused a sensation throughout the country. Order at 


once of newsdealers, or send subscriptions direct to the undersigned. 
Five cents a copy; fifty cents a year. Tue Suortstory PusiisHinG 
Co., 144 High Street, Boston, Mass. 


“ Most fascinating five cents’ worth on earth.” — Boston Post. 


| 
| 
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: 


A Novel of Remarkable Interest. 


HOPKINSON SMITH’S To m Gro 2 Aan. 


Beautifully printed, and bound in a strikingly artistic style. Illustrated 
with nineteen designs by C. S. Reinhart. Crown 8vo, $1.50. 


* Tom Grogan,"’ a woman contractor, is the superb and original heroine A this ‘et story. It is 
beyond question one of the strongest and most readable of novels recently published. id by booksellers. 
ent postpaid by 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston, Mass. 
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* Millions of People 


* Carry Life Insurance in 


Prudential 


& A STANCH, RELIABLE COMPANY - 


= With Assets of $1 5,780,000 
Income 12,500,000 
Surplus 3,300,000 


Whether you seek protection for those depend- 
ent on you or a profitable investment, THE 


4 PRUDENTIAL can meet your wants in the 
Aa Insurance granted at all ages— 1 to 70— : 

? in amounts from $15 to $50,000. Premi- 

> ums may be paid weekly, quarterly, semi- 

> 

> 


annually, or annually. Full information 
as to plans sent free on request. 


The Prudential Insurance Co. 


of America... 
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the constitution, ‘The liver, which sets the whole mechanism of man at 
work, at times becomes torpid; it is then that Pabst Malt Extract, The 
“Best” Tonic, produces that healthful activity which reacts upon the 
whole and gives a lifting, strengthening sensation, by seeking the 
ich needs it most. Wi its invigorating influence, and the blessed 

The “Best” Tonic will give courage 


MILWAUKEE BEER IS FAMOUS 
PABST HAS MADE ITSO 
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pbRINK LONDONDERRY 
AND THE WORLD 
DRINKS WITH 
YOU, 


For a decade it has been more 
prescribed as a medicinal water, 
containing the proper elements 
to antidote the effects of high 
living as manifested in Rheuma- 


tism, Gout, Gravel, 
and all Kidney Ailments, than 


any other water in the world. 


Its delightful flavor and its well-known 
medicinal effects have made it the leading 
water in all clubdom, while its use in every 
hospital in the land attests its popularity 
with the 

EVERYWHERE. 


Londond Lithia Spring Water Co. 
en, Lit hua, N. 


Tf you are thinking 


about advertising in 

any newspaper, mag- 
azine Or programme 
anywhere, write to 


DoDD's_ 
Advertising & Checking 
AGENGY. 

J W BARBER: Gent Manoger Telephone 
( ARTER BUILDING. Cable Address 

St BOSTON, 
JF. MASS. 


Low Estimates 


> Careful Service 
WO Reliable Dealing 


; 


Up to date methods, intel- 
 ligently carried out, are the 
rule of this agency. 

The interests of the adver- 
tiser served first. 

Advertisements prepared by 
a staff, clever in their line, and 
"= equal to any demands. 


BARBER: Gent Manager. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE MOST REMARKABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR. 


“The Hunt for Happiness.” 


By ANITA VIVANTI CHARTRES. 


Just out in 


Tales from Town Topics (No. 20). 


Unquestionably the Literary Sensation of the Summer. 


All News and Bookdealers, or sent on receipt of price (50 cents), by 


TOWN TOPICS, 208 Fifth Ave., New York. 


TOWN TOPICS. 


THE JOURNAL OF SOCIETY. Published every Thursday (ro cents), 

Town Tortcs is universally recognized as the most complete weekly journal in the 
world. Its “Saunterings” columns are inimitable. Its society news, especially of the 
doings of the 400 of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, and a// over the world, 
is not equaled by any newspaper. Its Financial) Department is authority with all 
bankers and brokers. Its “ Literary Show ”’—notes on current literature—is by the 
cleverest of reviewers. Its ‘* Afield and Afloat’’ makes it the most interesting paper 
for all lovers of sport—yachting, foot-ball, rowing, shooting, fishing, etc. Its **On 
the Turf” excels all other racing notes. Its burlesques, poems, and jokes are the 
cleverest. Its stories are by the best writers of Europe and America, and are always 
clever, bright, and pretty. 


CUT THIS OUT. 


SPECIAL TO READERS OF THE BLACK CAT. 
50-Cent Books for 15 Cents. 


Send this coupon and 15 cents in stamps to Town Topics, 208 Fifth Ave., 
New York, and any one of the following 256-page prize novels (regular priee, 50 
cents) will be sent you prepaid, For this coupon and 50 cents in stamps, any four 
will be sent you prepaid. And for $1.00, any nine will be sent you prepaid. Or if 
you send $5.00, club price for Town Topics ($4.00 per year), and “Tales from 
Town Topics” ($2.00 per year), both will be sent you one year, and as a bonus you 
will receive any nine of the following prize novels (value, $4.50) free and postpaid. 


“THE SALE OF A SOUL” By C. M. S. McLellan. 

“THE COUSIN OF THE KING’ ° . By Adrian Schade van Westrum. 
TIONTHS IN HADES”’ . By Clarice Irene Clingham. 
“THE SKIRTS OF CHANCE”’ By Captain Alfred Thompson. 
““ANTHONY KENT" of By Charles Stokes Wayne. 
ECLIPSE OF VIRTUE” ° By Champion Bissell. 

“AN UNSPEAKABLE SIREN” John Gilliat. 

“THAT DREADFUL Harold R. Vynne. 

DEAL IN DENVER” . Gilmer McKendree. 
“WHY ? SAYS GLADYS” ‘ David Christie Murray. 
“THROUGH TROUBLED WATERS” | Mrs. FP. J. A, Darr. 

‘“‘A VERY REMARKABLE GIRL" ° L. H. Bickford. 

MARRIAGE FOR HATE" Harold R. Vynne. 

“OUT OF THE SULPHUR” ‘ ; T. C. De Leon. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Going to Boston? 


Stop at the 


MERICAN 


) 
) 
) 
| Hanover Street, near Adams and 
) 
) 


Scollay Squares. Covering an acre 
and a half, and the coolest hotel in 
summer in the city. 

European Plan. 


Geo. A. KEELER, PROP’R. 


| Mattings. 


| 


lot t—China Matting, very 
heavy, worth 25c. .. . 
Lot 2— China Matting, extra 
heavy, jointless, worth 35c. 1 Sc. 
Lot 3—Japanese Matting, 
fine quality, linen warp, joint- 1 7c 
less, worth 45c. . . . . 
We make a specialty of High-Grade Mat- 
| tings, ifcluding Rice and Manilla Mattings. 
Send fora roll of RICE MATTING of twenty 
or forty yards, worth 50c., which we are sell- 
ing this season, having bought it at a very 
| low figure, for 


23 Cts, Per Yard. 
558-568 Washington St., Boston. 


(OPPOSITE ADAMS HOUSE.) 


Oc. 


) 
AND ITS CURE ) 
To THE EpiTor :—! have an absolute 
remedy for Consumption. By its timely wes 
thousands of hopeless cases have been already 
‘permanently cured. So proof-positive 2m 
) ofits power that I consider it my duty to) 


|’ send two bottles free to those of your readers) 


who have Consumption, Throat, Bronchial or? 
Lung Trouble, if they will write me their? 
express and postoffice address. Sincerely, ? 
T. A. SLOCUM, M. C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


Here is a 
Good Proposition 


THE GREAT 


Boston Sunday Herald 


For $2.00 per year. 


Replete with news from every section 
of the 
abundance. 


earth. Literary features in 
Social Page for Women! 

A Page of Music! 
Illustrated Fashions from Abroad! 


A Page on Household Matters! 


and many other attractions for men and 
women, 

The Herald is easily New England’s 
Greatest Newspaper. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS: 


There's the ONLY VANILLA that Clear as Crystal 
NEVER Discolors and 

My Frostings, Double the Strength 
Cakes, or of other Vanillas. 
Sauces. 


Metcalf’s 
Water White 
Vanilla. 


Endorsed by the chefs of Young’s Hotel 
and the Parker House, Boston, as 
**Superior in PLAVOR, STRENGTH, 
and QUALITY.” 

CONFECTIONERS and CATERERS 
useonly two-fifths of a teaspoonful of this 
extract to a quart of ice-cream. 


Will any other Vanilla go as far? 


Of all grocers, 30c. 
By mail, with valuable recipes, 4oc. 


T. METCALF CO., 
Pharmacists. Established 1837. 
BOSTON, MASS. 
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THe BaRTA Press, Boston, 


PUZZLE 


Ir looks like a puzzle, and it is a puzzle 
until you try it yourself. That solves it. 
Every man can solve it. Every woman 
can solve it. On one side of the scales is 
a 9 drop. On the other side is a dip- 
perful. Yet the drop carries the most 
weight. Why is it, and how is it? Here 
is the explanation. 

The one drop isa of Puritana. The 
dipperful is a dipperful of so-called blood 


purifier, nerve tonic, or other palate, |e , could not walk alone. 


tickling concoction. The one drop of 


made over new. For these troubles I 
would rather have one bottle of Puritana 
than a barrel of any other medicine.” 

She can eat anything now, but her life 
was hanging in-the balance, when her 
stomach could not digest the simplest 
food. Mrs. Belle W. Cale, of Charles- 
town, Mass., tried country air and seven 
doctors in vain, but Puritana gave her a 
new stomach and a new lease of life. 

No chance, was what the doctor said 
about George H. Dunning, of Faneuil 
Hall Market, Boston. He had nervous 
prostration, had no appetite, could not 
Puritana 
made him over new from head to foot. It 


Puritapa is real medicine —itcures. The gave him sleep, appetite, and strength. 


dipperful is anything, everything, and | 


After trying many doctors, hospitals, 


nothing, when it comes right down to a) and medicines in vain, Mrs. J. 8S. Daly, 


real cure. 


(2) 


Puritana is the prize formula of Prof. 


Dixi Crosby, who was for thirty-two pas | relief. 
] 


at the head of Dartmouth Medical Co 


It strikes at the root of 92 per cent. of | raised her from the sick 


of Cambridge, Mass., had also abandoned 


J 


hope, when Puritana was brought to her 
It gave her strength and health, 


ege. | pure, rich blood, vigorous digestion, and 


to the full 


human suffering, and brings new strength, | vigor of happy womanhood. 


new health, new life through the power 
producer of the system. Puritana makes 
the heart right, lungs right, liver right, | 
blood right, k i 


es, one drop of Puritana will bring 
more real relief, more real cure, more real 
strength, more real nerve force, more 


idneys right, nerves right, | real power and vital energy, more real 


and health right, because it makes the | “ life-is-worth-living,” than a dipperful, 


stomach right. 


To any man, woman, or | a bucketful, a barrelful of so-called tonics. 


child who will take it as directed, Puri-| blood cures, nerve foods, pills, and doubt- 


tana will practically e a new stomach. 
That is why hundreds 


ful preparations from unknown sources. 


and thousands of | That is the reason why Puritana is the 


| eg have proved that it cures from | most economical medicine as well as the 


ead to foot. 

J. ¥F. Scott, for years a prominent con- 
tractor and builder in Concord, N. H., 
says: — 

“T have used Puritana for torpid liver, 
ye and a species of dyspepsia, 
and it has given me such relief that I felt 


most effective in the world. 


The Puritana treatment consists of one bottle 

of Puritana, one bottle of Puritana Pills, and one 

bottle of Puritana Tablets, all enclosed in one pack- 

. Price complete, $1. Write to the unders gned 

| for free booklet. THE PURITANA COMPOUND Co., 
‘ Concord, N. H. 
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What the White Cat Said 


Said the cat, with a sigh, “ When old things 


die 
We often discover they 're best. 
Our maid is new and quite pretty too, 
And works with unfailing zest. 
For hours and hours, she scrubs and scours 
Till almost ready to drop ; 
If she ‘d use her brains, without such pains 
Much sooner she’d come to a stop. 


“Our former maid was 
shrewd and staid, 
For Sapolio’s help 
she took. 
Her kitchen 
bright was 
a_ shining 
light 
For the 
world to 
come 


So bright 


and gay, 

her work 

seemed 

play, 
As she sang 
out in her 
glee. 


“ And the lover that came 
to change her 
name, 

Said: ‘A long head’s the one for me.’” 


Said the cat with a sigh: 

“ Though old things fly, 
They ‘re the best, for all of that. 

Though our maid is new, and pretty too, 
She has n't the sense of ac 


Alamsraowe & Co. Bosron 
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Titania Takes Them. 


Since we must have pills, let us have the most 
sightly and the most sure. There is this great differ- 
ence between Ayer’s Pills and all others: Where 
others drive, Ayer’s lead. Where other pills flog and 
spur the jaded, overworked organs, Ayer’s Pills coax, 
stimulate and strengthen, until nature is renewed 
and works without assistance. You do not know the 
possibilities of pills unless you have tried Ayer’s 
Sugar-coated Cathartic Pills. 
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The & K 
No Buckles Suspender 


to tear the shirt 
or wear vest linings. 


; ive comfort and save buttons coming off. 
Elastic Ends, very one pleased who wear them. Mailed on 
receipt of price, 50c. 

: HABERDASHERY, 

§ F. C. SAVAGE, MANAGER. 
TREMONT TEMPLE BUILDING, 
os TREMONT ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


DYED IN THE WOOL. 
SHRUNK READY FOR USE. 


Superior to any 


Go FFS Jill other BRAID in 


yard piece mailed 
send goods to be 
matched) for 12 cents. 


BRAID D.Goff&Sons, 


Pawtucket, R.I. 


GRAY HAIR RESTORED | What a Dime will Purchase, 
( 
( 


‘ple pasant odor, $1 00 a bottle 

by hes HAIR TONIC removes dandruff, stops 

hair from falling out and promotes growth 1 we bottle 
LEE MEDICANT CO 108 Fulton st., ~ 


The July Cosmopolitan will contain a story 
Treatise on Hair on by 


ZANGWILL that should make its mark on the 
minds of the reading people, of not only this 
country, but the entire English-speaking world 

This is only one item in the make-up of the 
House Safes magazine that now unquestionably holds first 

. rank, both from the literary and artistic stand 

Absolutely Combi point. 
maton Iron Jewel CaT readers are requested to purchase 
a copy from their newsdealers and judge for 
themselves. 

There are other interesting stories, articles, 

factboe guarantes!. Packed and and tales of travel. 

S25. The number contains many illustrations, ren- 

dered in the highest style of pictorial art. 
Geo. E. Foster & Co., 
61 Budbury 8s... Boston Mase. 


A POINTER THE... 


Dean No-Puncture Tire. 


(SINGLE TUBE. ) 
Resilient——Fast—Light. Absolutely Punoture Proof. 


No Repair Kit. No Walking Home. No Special Rim Required. 
Send for our Descriptive Booklet. 


25 Warren St., New York, 
GHP Gwe Paw 
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Daily 
Demonstrates 
the Practical 
Value of 


The Prudential 
The Prudential coo, et $/220000 


and Surplus of $3,300,000. 


H insures the whole family— chil- 
ages I to 70. Amounts from $15 to $50,000. Pre- 
miums payable weekly, quarterly, half yearly, or 
yearly according to plan selected. & 


AAA 


THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE 


Bt 
Th 
Prudential 
| § 
| 
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00 Pocket 


Camera. 
.- The ZAR... 


Makes Pictures 2 x2 Inches. 


Has lens and shutter, snaportime AGENTS 
pictures. Complete in every way. WANTED. 


ZAR CAMERA CO., 


THE DEMAND POR Dimensions, 2} x 33 x 4ins. Photo, 2 x 24 ins. 3 
The Baby Hawk-Eye 


IS INCREASING RAPIDLY. 


Because it is the only camera of small dimen- 
y sions that makes a photo of quality and size 
to be of value. 

Achromatic lens, time and instantaneous shutter, also automatic 
indicator for showing when an exposure is made, and loads in 
broad daylight, with film for 12 exposures. Send for sample 
Photo and Catalogue. 


THE BLAIR CAMERA COMPANY, Mirs. PR ICE, S6. 


471 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. (Including Film.) 


HAS A 


RIGID BRACKET 


AND WILL NOT 


<— JAR OUT. 


The new patent method of attaching the Lantern 
to the wheel makes this an impossibility. 

Burns either Kerosene or Naphtha. 

The Polished Reflecting Surfaces are so pro- 
tected that they cannot become blackened or 
tarnished. 

‘strictly fiest of Lenses makes most intense 
and penetrating light. 
class le. lantern on Used with success on 
BICYCLES, 
CARRIAGES 
BOATS, and 
CANOES. 


Bridgeport Brass Co., 


Or 19 Murray St., N. BRIDGEPORT, 
85-87 Pearl St., Bost 


Send for Circular No. 2. 17 No. 7th St., Phila. CONN. 
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AND ITS CURE 

TO THE Ep1TOR :—I have an absolute 
(remedy for Consumption. By its timely use 
‘thousands of hopeless cases have been already 
)permanently cured. So proof-positive am I 
dof its power that I consider it my duty to 
) send two bottles free to those of your readers 
?who have Consumption, Throat, Bronchial or 
2Lung Trouble, if they will write me their 
are and postoffice address. Sincerely, 


( 
) 


T. A. SLOCUM, M. C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


TALCUM 


TOILET 
POWDER 


Approved by Highest 
Medical Authorities 
as a Perfect Sanitary 
‘Toilet Preparation 

for Infants and Adults, 
Delightful after Shaving. 


ADVICE | 

DYSPEPSIA, FREE, 

To any person suffering from Dys aa, Indigestion, Con- ‘ositively relieves Prickly 

stipation, or Sick Headache, I will end'en accountof my own Heat, Nettle Rash, Chafed 

case, stating how I was permanently cured after fifteen years Skin, Sunourn, ete, Removes Blotches, Pimples, makes 

of great oulleriag. [have nothing to sell—but for the sake of | § the skin smooth and healthy, Take no substitutes. 
humanity will direct the afflicted to a sure and permanent Sold by druggists or mailed for 25 cts. 
cure, Address, with stamp, Sample Mailed. Name this paper. 


WM. BRAZIER, Printer, 21 Cornhill, Boston Mass. 


CERHARD MENNEN CO., Newark, N. J. 


MENTION THE BLACK CAT 


“~~ 
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Love’s Awakening. 


Every Mother who will at once 
send her name and address (a 
postal card will do) to SUPPLY 
DEP’T, DOLIBER-GOODALE 
CO., Boston, Mass., will receive 
free of charge, postage paid, a 
sample bottle of Mellin’s Food, 
together with some practical, 
happiness-bringing advice about 
Motherhood and Babyhood, and 
a copy of Perrault’s Superb Mas- 
terpiece, “Love’s Awakening,” 
lithographed in 14 colors. 


54 
> 
‘ 
JA 
} 
| 
| 
« 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


is a mammoth illustrated magazine, every | 
number consisting of ninety-six to one hun- | 
dred and twelve long columns, with a colored 
cover in handsome designs. Its twenty-four to 
twenty-eight pages each month are filled with 
charming serial and short stories, poems, useful 
and instructive miscellaneous departments, 
fancy work, household and children depart- 
ments. It isa popular ladies’ and family maga- 
zine. The subscription price is $1.co per year. 
The publishers desire to introduce it into thou- | 
sands of new homes where it is not now taken, 
and make the following unprecedented offer: 
On receipt of 15 two-cent stamps, we will enter 
your name for a trial subscription, and send you 
any selection of three books | seeing the list below. 
Just think of it! A trial subscription to a $1.00 | 
Magazine, and a selection of three books from | 
the leading authors of the day (the three .ooks | 
alone retailing for 75 cents), for only 30 cents 
a. Money refunded if you are not entirely 
satisfied. The number of pages in each a 
lows the title. 


SELECTED LIST OF BOOKS. 


NO. NOTE.— Order the books wanted by number, PAGES 

1 A Yellow Aster. * lota."’ 192 

2 Esther Waters. George Moore. 

3 The Manin Black. Stanley J. Weyman, 128 

+ Dodo. E, F. Benson. ang 

§ Ships that Pass inthe Night. B. Harraden, 17 Other 

8 A Hogue's Life. Wilkie Coliins 192 You Will Use No 

7 The Duchess. “The Duchess." 22 

8 Called Back. Hugh Conway. 4 Send for our latest Booklet, Catalogue, 

9 A Wicked Girl Cec it ifay, 176 and Paper Sample Book. :: 

ir W edded and Parted Charlotte M, Braeme. 112 AMERICAN WRITING MACHINE co., 

12 The Bagof Diamonds, George Manville Fenn, 176 N Y 

13 The Octoroon. Miss M. E. Braddon 160 237 Broadway, New York. 

14 A Study in Scarlet. A. Conan Doyle. 176 

15 Forging the Fetters. Mrs. Alexander. 1 
22 Maid, Wife or Widow. Mrs, Alexander. 96 j 

23 Black Beauty. Anna Sewell. 176 &! 

24 Ideala. Sarah Grand 192 
25 Camille. Alexander Dumas. 1 
26 Her Last Throw. ‘The Duchess." 160 

27 Three Menina Boat. Jerome K. Jerome 22 | 

28 The Honorable Mrs. Vereker. ‘The Duchess,” 
29 The House of the Wolf. 8, J. Weyman. 192 

39 The Earl's Error. Braeme, 1 | Our "96 Catal is dest 80 pp. } 
40 A Golden Heart. Charlotte M. Braeme. © 3-page illustra How 

2 ie c houghts of an idie Fellow, erome, 112 e 
In Durance Vile. The Duchess." 112 THE 

44 A Little Rebel. “The Duchess.” 128 7 

s A Little Irish Girl. “ The Duchess." 160 | 
4 Loys, Lord Berresford. “The Duchess." } 

48 A Marriage at Sea. W. Clark Russell. 176 | = 
52 The Other Man's Wife. John Strange Winter. 192 

st On Her Wedding Morn. Charlotte M. Braeme. 192 CHARLES A. BRACKETT, 
52 Stage-Land Jerome K Jerome 112 | 

69 Atthe Green Dragon. B. Harraden. 160 Paper Boxes Paper Boxes, 
60 Singularly De luded. Sarah Grand. 128 144 High St., - Boston, Mass. 
61 The ey Baby orelli. g6 SPECIALTIBG :—Stock Boxes for 
62 The Tour of the World in Fighty Days. Verne. 192 ™~ “e* E 
70 Rose Fleming. Dora Russell y aaa Mailing Tubes Dry Goods, Furnishing, Millinery, 
71 Reveries of a Bachelor. Ik, Marvel. 1 Cake, and 
72 Under the Red Flag. Miss M. E. Braddon, 1 


73 The Little Schooimaster Mark. J.H,.Shorthouse. 160 venty 
75 Diamond Cut Diamond. T. Adolphus Trollope. 128 Fancy Boxes Sample Cases, Books, Cards, Ete. 
75 Monica, and A Rose Distill'd. “The Duchess," 112 Headquarters for Mailing Tubes. 
77 Afternoon, and other Sketches. “Ouida.” 128 
SPECIAL OFFER.—Upon receipt of only $1.00 
we willenter four trial subscriptions, and send 
free and postpaid any twelve books desired, 
selected from the above list. The books may be 
sent to one address, or divided and sent to each 
ofthe four addresses, One extra book sent to 
the one sending the orde r for four subscriptions, 
Address, J. H. PLUMMER, bi 
Temple Co .rt Building, New York, N. Drum in the world. Helps 
We refer to any mercantile agency as to our medical hh Ay No wire or string 
responsibility. This advertisement would not attachment. Write for pamphiet. 


appear in this publication if it were not genuine. wi LP a ek 
| 242, 1122 Broadway, N. 
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If you take pains to learn : 
Valuable Books. free. the experience of users of the 
Woman’s World and Jenness [liller [Monthly Caligraph+ 
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THE ART OF BREWING 
WAS DEVELOPED BY TH 
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ift of slumber and mental balance, The 
m| for any undertaking, and obstacles will 
abst Malt Extract 
| seem but a joyous test of energy. Take The “Best” Toni 


MILWAUKEE BEER IS FAMOUS 
_ PABST HAS MADE ITSO 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Going to Boston? 


Hanover Street, near Adams and 
Covering an acre 
and a half, and the coolest hotel in 
summer in the city. 


Scollay Squares. 


European Plan. 


GEO. A. KEELER, PROP’R. 


WILLGONVINCE THay | 


IS PERFECTION 
FORS AMPLE 
1.30; 


BUT A PURE 
SKIN Id 
NEVER OUT 


1S THE NATURAL SKIN FOOD 
IT REMOVES BLACKHEADS, 
FRECKLES, TAN, PIMPLES AND 
WRINKLES 
1S FRAGRANT AND SOOTHING 
A LUXURY THAT COSTS SOStS 
AND YEILDS $10°° IN 
PLEASURE AND SATISFACTION 
BY MAIL OR AT DRUGGISTS. WRITE FOR SAMPLE 
FREDERICK F.INGRAM &CO. 
DETROIT. MICH. 


Here is a 
Good Proposition 


THE GREAT 


Boston Sunday Herald 


For $2.00 per year. 


Replete with news from every section 
of the earth. Literary features in 
abundance. 


Social Page for Women ! 


A Page of Music! 


Illustrated Fashions from Abroad! 
A Page on Household Matters! 


and many other attractions for men and 


women, 
The Herald is easily New England’s 
Greatest Newspaper. 
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ONE OF THE FACTS. 


Hon. John H, Oberly, one of the first members of the 
United States Civil Service Commission, says in the Boston 
Globe; ‘‘ My faith in Puritana comes from actual experience, 
for I have seen it bring health and strength to those near me in 
my own family. It is a great discovery and it is honestly com- 
pounded. I know of nothing that has been put before the 


public that will do the public so much good as Puritana.” 


Trade Mark. 


Cure 


oO Of all Sickness is caused 
O by a Wrong Stomach. 


Heart Right, 

Lungs Right, 

sakes ) Blood Right, 
Nerves Right, 

Liver Right, 


BECAUSE itmakes Stomach Right. Health Right, 


the 


If you are a sufferer get of your druggist this great disease-conquering discovery (the 
price is $1 for the Complete Treatment, consisting of one bottle of Puritana, one bottle of 
Puritana Pills, and one bottle of Puritana Tablets, all enclosed in one package), or write 
to the undersigned, and you will bless the day when you heard of Puritana. /¢ cures from 
: Head to Foot. The Puritana Compound Co., Concord, N. H. 
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New Novels and Short Stories. 


WEIR OF HERMISTON. By Rosert Louis STEVENSON. 
Mr. Stevenson said: “* It will be my best work.”’ 
Mr. Henry James: ‘The beauty of the thing had the effect of rendering doubly heart-breaking, 

as one read, the extinction of a talent that could still give one such a sense of freshness and life, of 
not yet having played, as it were, its highest card. I got fromit a sense of new resources altogether ; ; 
of his striking a new chord. . . » What [ allude to more particularly is what he seems to have been 
intending in the figure of the elder woman. That intention was surely one of the finest — poetically, 
pictorially speaking, wasn’t it quite the finest that ever guided his pen?’”’ 


A LADY OF QUALITY. By Frances Hopcson Burnett. 12mo, $1.50. 


“Tt isa book that will be talked about all the year. Clorinda Wildairs is one of the most piquant, 
irresistible, and audacious characters in modern fiction. Neither Hardy nor Meredith has imagined a 
more remarkable woman. She is always splendidly human.” — New York Times. 


CINDERELLA, and Other Stories. By Ricuarp Harpine Davis. 


I2mo, $1.00. 


“ They are very good in their genre, whichis Mr. Davis’s own—especially ‘An Assisted Emi- 
grant,’ which is very poetic in conception and well carried out. Taken altogether, this is a most 
satisfactory book, for there will be many to rejoice at Van Bibber’s reappearance.” — The Critic. 
Forty-fourth Thousand. Gallegher, and Other Stories, By Ricuarp 

HARDING Davis, 12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. 


COMEDIES OF COURTSHIP. By Anruony Hore. 12mo, $1.50. 


* The stories that Anthony Hope has gathered in the volume exhibit him at his best in what may 
be called his Dolly Dialogue manner.’’— Droch, in Life. 


t2mo, $1.50. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S sons, 153-157 Fifth Ave. N.Y. 


— 


, ‘* Miss Jewett’s Charm is Perennial. 


Exquisite New England Stories 
ORNE JEWETT. 


} The Life of Nancy. §:.25. 

} A Native of Winby, and Other Tales. $1.25. 


— 


The Mate of the Daylight and Friends 
Ashore. Short Stories. $1.25. 

The King of Folly Island, and Other People. 
$1.25. 


A Marsh Island. A Novel. $1.25. 
A Country Doctor. A Novel. $1.25. 
Deephaven. Short Stories. $1.25. A White Heron, and Other Stories. $1.25. 
The Same. Beautifully illustrated. Crown 8vo, Strangers and Wayfarers. $:.2<. 

$2-50. | Tales of New England. §:.0o. 


— 


Old Priends and New. $1.25. Play Days. For Children. $1.50. 
Country By-Ways. Stories. $1.25. Betty Leicester. A Story for Girls. $1.25. 


} Mr. Lowell spoke of these stories as “ delightful,” and added, “ Nothing more 
pleasingly characteristic of rural life in New England has been written.” 


Sold by Booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston. 
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CCC CCC CCC 


Half the fun of getting up in the morning 
is in washing with Pears’ Soap. Genuine 
Pears’— genuine fun. 


POS SSS SSS 


BROWN’S 
French Dressing 


> is a brilliant, lasting, and reliable Polish which does | 


>not hurt the shoe or soil the skirts in wet weather. 
> It has polished Shoes, Trunks, Bags, and Harness 
for forty eer and is known everywhere. 


E SURE You Get BROWN’S! 


> 


SCRIBNER’S FICTION NUMBER 


Ready July 25. Price, 25 cents. 

Special Cover in 12 colors. By Will H. Low. A ‘superb piece of work. 

Frontispiece, by Miss Beaux, whose extraordinary work has attracted so 
marked attention. 


Short Stories include : — 


“Gregory Island,” by George W. Cable. 

Mrs, Lofter’s Ride,”’ by J. A. Mitchell, of 

** Charm He Never so Wisely,” by a very clever new writer. 

‘* The Maid’s Progress,” by Alston Goode, 

‘* From the Error of His Ways,” by Rollo Ogden, 

‘* By the Committee,”’ by Bliss Perry. 

Barrie’s ‘‘ Sentimental Tommy.” ‘The only continued fiction 
in this number. 


The Other Features are :— 


A Comedietta in one act, by Annie Eliot, with decorative border in colors. 
ON THE TRAIL OF Don Quixote, by A. F. Jaccaci. 
OLD GARDENS, by Mrs, Alice Morse Earle. 


The Illustrations include 25 original Vierge drawings, representing the best work 
Vierge has ever done; also sketches by Smedley, Verbeek, A, B. Frost, Hath- 
erell, and the Misses Cowles, 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, Publishers, New York. 
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rown Piano 


WITH ORCHESTRAL ATTACHMENT 
AND PRACTICE CLAVIER. 


Highest grade materials, workmanship, style, finish, tone, 
touch, and all requirements for a perfect piano. 

The attachments double the life of the piano and enable 
the player to produce perfectly the tones and effects of six- 
teen other instruments. 

The only piano on which the works of Bach, Mozart, and 
Handel can be produced as the masters conceived them, 
with exquisite shadings of tone color. Hundreds of most 
beautitul effects possible on the CROWN piano. 

No more trying hours of noisy practice — CROWN Prac- 
tice Clavier disposes of that. 

Costs no more than any other first-class piano. Warranted for ten 


ears and to please for a lifetime. Free illustrated descriptive cata- 
ogue with music. 


GEO. P. BENT, M’f’r, Bent Block, Chicago. 
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take your vacation in a pair of the 


“Ball-Bearing” 
Bicycle Shoes. 


These Shoes will afford you the greatest amount of comfort, 
whethergfor bicycling or walking. They are very desirable for boat- 
‘ng or hunting, ‘for mountain climbing, for golfing and all outing 
purposes. They lace low down on the foot thus allowing plenty ot 

lay for the muscles of the foot, and are also far cooler than the or 
inary shoes for summer. They are equipped with Pratt Lace Fast- 
eners, doing away with all tying and untying. Leading dealers 
have them everywhere or they will be sent prepaid, on receipt of 
price. Booklet Free. C. H. FARGO & CO.. (MAKERS! CHICAGO 


ARMSTRONG & CO. 
LITHOGRAPHERS, 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


Fine Art Work and 
Facsimile Reproductions 


aso, ART POST SHOW CARDS, 

ww CALENDAR RANGERS, AND 

EVERY OTHER LINE OF LITH- 

Our Special ECUTION OF WHICH CALIS 
ty: FOR PERFECT FACILITIES 

WIDE EXPERIENCE, AND THE 

BAX HIGHEST STANDARD OF AR- 

TISTIC WORKMANSHIP..#t# 


The Black 


With the September number, completes its first year. 
To signalize the event, it will issue a number of unusual attractiveness. 
The cover will introduce the cat that captured the country, 


On Wheels! 


And five clever, fascinating stories, ranging from the tragic sojourn of two social 
outcasts in a frontier ‘‘ boom-town,” through the pathetic comedy of a city 
*thobo’s”’ invasion of a country kindergarten, to the appalling experience of “ The 
Barber of the Alpena,”’ will fully sustain the popular verdict tha be Black Cat is 


The Story-Telling Hit of the Age. 


Of newsdealers, 5 cents a copy. By mail, of us, 30 centsa year. The Shortstory Publish- 
ing Co., High St., Boston, M y 
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“ Aren’t they a beautiful jet black ? 
I wouldn’t wear a 


Glove 
Hose 


that hadn’t this— 


stamped on it. 


The only way to be certain that 
your gloves and hosiery are fast 
black and stainless is to ask for 
the Hermsdorf dyed goods—and 
to be sure that you get them look 
for the mark. 


Mark You 


|  Flashskin isa new, strong pol- 
; ishing cloth half a yard square. 


It is warranted to polish finished 
wood, leather, glass, or metal of 
any kind. Mark you! Any kind. 
Expert investigation pronounces 
it marvelous. bn py y effective 
old or new, soiled or clean, and 
will not scratch or injure a 

article—but leaves a shining senile 
wherever applied. Useful alike to 


men and boys, maids or matrons. OWN UP WILLIE - 


Ask your dealer to carry Flash- 
skin, you'll need it. You can get TELL ME WHERE YOUVE HIDDEN 


two samples for twenty-five cents MAMAS 7772 
in stamps by addressing 


“FLASHSKIN,” 98-100 Bicecker Street, 
Try it on your Bicycle. New York City, N. Y. 


THE BARTA PRESS, BOSTON. 
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A Wonderful Medicine 


For Bilious and Nervous disorders such as Wind and Pain in 
the Stomach, Sick Headache, Giddiness, Fulness and Swelling 
after meals, Dizziness and Drowsiness, Cold Chills, Flushings of 
Heat, Loss of Appetite, Shortness of Breath, Costiveness, Blotches 
on the Skin, Disturbed Sleep, Frightful Dreams, and all Nervous 
and Trembling Sensations, etc., when these symptoms are caused 
by constipation, as most of them are. The First Dose will give 
Relief in Twenty Minutes. This is no fiction. Every sufferer 
is earnestly invited to try one box of these Pills, and they will be 
acknowledged to be 


A Wonderful Medicine. 


BEECHAM’S PILLS, taken as directed, will quickly restore 
females to complete health. They promptly remove obstructions 
or irregularities of the system. Fora 


Weak Stomach, Impaired Digestion, Disordered Liver 


they act like magic — a few doses will work wonders upon the 
Vital organs ; strengthening the muscular System, restoring the 
long-lost complexion, bringing back the keen edge of appetite, and 
arousing with the Rosebud of Health the whole physical en- 
ergy of the human frame. These are facts admitted by thousands, 
in all classes of society, and one of the best guarantees to the 
Nervous and Debilitated is that Beecham’s Pills have the 
Largest Sale of any Patent [edicine in the World. 


WITHOUT A RIVAL. 


Annual Sales over 6,000,000 Boxes. 


25 cents at Drug Stores, or will be sent by U. S. Agents, B. F. 
ALLEN  CO., 365 Canal St., New York, post paid, upon receipt 
of price. Book free upon application. 


| 
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The Harvest. 


Health isaharvest. Ifthe rose 
blooms in the cheek ; if the eye is 
clear as the grass-fringed lake ; if 
the voice is honey and the breath 
sweetness,—it is because the seeds 
of health have been sown and 
cultivated. Perfect health simply 
means pure blood. Those whose 
harvest of health been 
blighted can reap a new harvest 
by purifying the blood with 
AYER’s SARSAPARILLA. 
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DYED IN THE WOOL. 
SHRUNK READY FOR USE, 
Superior to any other BRAID 


in the market. 
means cleanliness. : Five yard piece mailed (send 
goods to be matched) for 12 cts. 


Oh, to feel clean! -D, GOFF & SONS 
Who wouldn't use 


Pears’ Soap, when it’s 
so economical, luxurious, 
healthful, cleansing ? 

Delicate skins demand 
Pears’ Soap. Is yours 
delicate? 


Wears to the thinness of a wafer. 
Avoid substitutes. 


Pears’ (the original) Shaying Stick is 
unrivalled. 


Sold everywhere— Used everywhere. 


“Maud, why yo" tke Golf's Braid?” 
“Go ‘tong, "Rastl®-why is 1?” 
“Case you'se de Best Maid, and | “scept no substitute 


The Black Cat 


FOR 


OCTOBER, 1896, 


Will contain the following Original, Complete, 
Copyrighted Stories: 


The House that Jack Built. Haxotn D. 
The intensely interesting story of how the curse was 
lifted from a magnificent Western mansion in which 
there was not a “‘ single honest stone.”’ 


In the Garden of a Villa, R. Groncr Soirn, Jr. 
A charmingly fresh and unconventional story of Floren- 
tine * high life,” as lived and geen by a pair of larks. 


A Peg-Leg Ghost. Vanpiver. 
The amazing history of an Alabama house, which was rid 
of a “conjure” at the expense of being haunted by a 
live ghost. 


How the Run Was Stopped. Kicuarp 
A dramatic account of the marvelous coup in currency by which the First National Bank 
of Copper Dip, Colo., weathered a panic. 


My Priend Walker. Meyrick. 


Which relates how the most amazing equine experiment ever dreamed of was lost to the 
world at the moment of its success. 


Tue Brack Cart is the first and only magazine to publish stories selected not because of the reputation of their 
writers, but solely for ther own merit, [t recognizes the fact that some of the most famous stories ever published were 
the work of unknown writers. In other words, it recognizes the fact that itis the story that makes the author famous, 
and not the author that makes the story famous. It aims to publish the most fascinating tales that genius can devise, 
and for such stories— judged solely upon their merits—it pays a hieher price than any other publication 

It is issued monthly at 5 cents per copy. 0 cents per year It is sold by newsdealers, If yours hasn't it."*we will 
send it, post paid, upon receipt of price. The Shortstory Publishing Co., High St., Boston, Mass. 
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Columbia = Caligraph 


Price Fits 
Columbia 


Ouality 


If Columbias were not worth $100, 
they wouldn't sell for $100—uncer 


Typewriter 
IS WORTH 100% MORE 


than any other, BECAUSE 
it will wear twice as long. 


tain bicycles bring various prices. 


~ 2 


Columbia Catalogue free at our agencies . 


by mail for two 2-cent stamps, The finest Typewriter Catalogue ever issued, 


) and interesting Pamphlets, will! be sent on ap- 
plication tothe . 
Pope Mfg. Co., Hartford, Com 4 
I . American Writing Machine Company, 
237 Broadway, New York, U.S.A. 


Wheels Success 


are easily set in motion by houses who draw 
their Business Printing and Advertising Lit- 
erature from the right source..% 
We regularly supply many of the foremost 
Money Makers of America with their Cata-, 
logues, Booklets, Pamphlets, Price-Lists, etc. 

e also construct for them “ out-of-the-ordi- 
And THEY SAY that in point of artistic 
attractiveness and profit-producing results, our 
work stands at the head... 
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ooo” 
oNs BUT A PURE 

SKIN 1d 
NEVER OUT 


for years has made and maintained a 
reputation as an honest Shoe Dress- 
ing. It does not polish at the ex- 
ense of ruined leather, but is 
Brittiant, Lasting and Pertectly 
Safe. There is no experimenting 
in using Brown's. 
It is Known Everywhere. 


1S THE NATURAL SKIN FOOD 
IT REMOVES BLACKHEADS, 
FRECKLES, TAN, PIMPLES AND 
WRINKLES 
IS FRAGRANT AND SOOTHING 
A LUXURY THAT COSTS SOSst 
AND YIELDS $10°° IN 
¥ PLEASURE AND SATISFACTION 
E % MAIL OR AT DRUGGISTS. WRITE FOR SAMPLE 


Y FREDERICK F.INGRAM & CO. 


Wit GONVINCE 


AF ¢ | 
GOLDEN SCEPTRE 
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ADVERT 


TOILET 
POWDER 


Approved by Mighest 
Medical Authorities 
asa Perfect Sanitary 
Pollet Prepar 


for Infants and Adu 
Delightful after Shevin 
Positively relieves Prickly 9| 
Heat, Nettle Rash, Chated 
3kin, Sandan. ete, Removes Blotehes, Pimples, makes 
the skin smooth ‘onl healthy. T uke no 
told by druggists or mailed for 25 cts. R E 
Sample Mailed. this paper 


D MENWNEN N CO., Newark, N- J. | N.J. 


Stops Loss of Hair. 

When loss of hairis due to bacteria (generally 
the cause), Zynol willeffect a prompt cure and 
ey ot anew growth of hair—no matter how 

ald the head may be. 

Before the discovery of Zynol, baldness once 
be san was progressive and incurable—nowZynol 
sestrovs the hostile bacillus and restores the hair 
Zynol cures Dandruff in one application. It 
fertilizes the reots and makes strong, be pant itu 
hair. and #1 at drnevists or by mail, Duel 
Chemical Works, 389 4th Ave., New York. 


eSIDE GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 
AGENTS WANTED 


ISEMENTS. 


DEAFNESS 


and Head Noises relieved by using 
ison's Common Sonse Kar Druma. 
New scientific invoadon- different 
from all other devices. The only safo, 
simple, comfortable and invisible 
Rar Drum in the world, Helps where 
medica! skill fails. No wire or string 
attachment. Write for pamphlet. 
WILSON. EAR 
on rust BL is 
R. 849 © 


GRAY HAIR RESTORED 


natural color b 
NT, no dye 


HAIR TON 


position 


yleasant odor, $1 00a 
© removes dandruff, sto 
hair from f: and promotes growth bott 
LEE MEDICANT CO 108 Fulton st. onl REE 
Illustrated ‘Treatige on Hair on applications 


Here is a 
Good Proposition 


THE GREAT 


Boston Sunday Herald 


For $2.00 per year. 


Replete with news from every section 
of the 
abundance. 


earth. Literary features in 


A Page of Music! 


Social Page for Women! 
| 


ST.LOUIS CORSET CO. St.Louis Mo 


Tilustrated Fashions from Abroad ! 


Who will send us five A Page on Household Matters! 


ANY ONE: yearly subscribers to | 
THe Brack Cart, | 


with 50 cents for each, will receive in pay- | 
ment for his services one copy free, postage | 
THE SHORTsTORY PuB 
LISHING Co., 144 High Street, Boston, Mass. 


paid, for one year, 


and many other attractions for men and 
women, 

The Herald is easily New England’s 
Greatest Newspaper. 


| 
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Special RUPTURE 


For 28 cents (stamps will do), we will Is Cured Without Pain 
mail, postage paid, all the numbers or Neglect of Business. 


of Tue Brack Car from 


It is stated that 50 per cent. of the in- 
October, 1895 (No. 1), to habitants of this great country suffer 

May, 1806, con- from rupture. Many are the remedies 
and appliances for their relief and cure. 
The Improved Elastic Truss Co. of 
New York furnishes the most effective 
Stories of Adventure! truss for the relief and cure, having 


Stories of Mystery! none of the injurious results and 


5 Q Stories of Detectives! torturing annoyances of other trusses, 
and it can be worn with ease night 
Stories of Love! and day, thereby effecting a radical 


Stories of Pathos! and permanent cure. Those interested 


Stories of Humor! in the subject call on or write and get 
a catalogue, to the 


All these stories are original, complete, IMPROVED ELASTIC TRUSS 
and captivating. 822 and 824 Broadway, 
Cor. :2th Street. NEW YORK. 
Lady in Attendance for Ladies. 


EXAMINATION FREE. 


taining 


Address, The Shortstory Publishing Co., 
High St., Boston, Mass. 


ARMSTRONG & CO. 
LITHOGRAPHERS, 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


Fine Art and 
Facsimile Reproductions 


acso, ART POSTERS, SHOW CARDS, 

ww CALENDARS, HANGERS, AND 

EVERY OTHER LINE OF LITH- 

OGRAPHIC WORK THE EX- 

Our Specialty; ECUTION OF WHICH CALLS 
FOR PERFECT FACILITIES 

WIDE EXPERIENCE, AND THE 

AAS HIGHEST STANDARD OF AR- 

TISTIC 
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Assets, $15,780,000, Income, $12,500,000. Surplus, $3,300,000, 


A Life Willey The Prudential 


is vastly more important to the welfare of a family than is Gibraltar to the British Empire. 
The Prudential insures men, women, and children. 


Write for descriptive literature. 


THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA, 


JOHN P. DRYDEN, President, Home Office: NEWARK. N. J, 


60 
— $$ $e 5 
< 
| PR TAL “== 
‘(RENGTH (Acie _ 
= 
} 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


rown Piano 


WITH ORCHESTRAL ATTACHMENT 
AND PRACTICE CLAVIER. 


Highest grade materials, workmanship, style, finish, tone, 
touch, and all requirements for a perfect piano. 

The attachments double the life of the piano and enable 
the player to produce perfectly the tones and effects of six- 
teen other instruments. 

The only piano on which the works of Bach, Mozart, and 
Handel can be produced as the masters conceived them, 
with exquisite shadings of tone color. Hundreds of most 
beautitul effects possible on the CROWN piano. 

No more trying hours of noisy practice — CROWN Prac- 
tice Clavier disposes of that. 

Costs no more than any other first-class piano. Warranted for ten 


ears and to please for a lifetime. Free illustrated descriptive cata- 
ogue with music. 


GEO. P. BENT, M’f’r, Bent Block, Chicago, 
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ver 


housands Like This 
—A Specimen Case. 


(From the Boston G/ode.) 


Truth demands that a man or woman should speak 
well of the bridge that carries them safely over a danger. 

The testimony of Mrs. H. E.. Hoyt, of the Hotel Zurich, 
Centre Street, Roxbury, Mass., is valuable not only be- 
cause it is true, but also because it is freely and willingly 
given. 

Mrs. Hoyt, on account of the special weight that will 
be given to her words, is doing a public service through 
her statement, which is as follows: — 


“To show the great change that has come into my life, I must describe 
my previous condition. I was completely run down, for my food did not 
assimilate, and, with plenty to eat on the table, I was unable to keep my 
body properly nourished. Yet I forced myself to eat in order to keep soul 
and body together, although I felt worse afterwards and paid for every 
morsel in suffering. 

My stomach and digestive organs were completely demoralized, and, 
consequently, | became more and more the victim of weakness and pain. 
One of the results of my stomach trouble was insomnia. I could not sieep, 
and became so nervous and miserable that Lonly wanted to be alone, and did 
not wish to talk or to see any one. In fact, I seemed more fit for Danvers 
than anywhere else, for I was on the verge of nervous prostration and total 
collapse. [had to employ help to do even the light housework, and life 
itself seemed a burden which I could not long endure. 

Then it was that I noticed an advertisement of Puritana in my paper. 
After reading the testimony given by Mr. Dunning I had my busband call 
on him. His praise of Puritana was so strong that Mr. Hoyt came back 
with a bottle. 

From the very start Puritana gave me relief, and the natural result of 
the treatment was made more certain by the tablets which I took nightand 
morning. My recovery was remarkable, not only to myself, but to my friends 
as well. I have now regained my strength so that I have discharged my 
help and do my housework myself, I enjoy my food and get the full benefit 
from it. I sleep each night and am rested. I feel that Icannot say enough 

for Puritana, for it saved me from suffering worse than 
death. 

If this account of my case induces other sufferers to 
take advantage of the Puritana treatment, I shall feel 
that it has not been given in vain.” 


Mus 26: 


Roxpury, MAss., May, 1806. 


If you are a sufferer get of your druggist this great disease-conq uering discovery , 
(the price is #1 for the complete treatment, consisting of one bottle of Puritana 
one bottle of Puritana Pills, and one bottle of Puritana lablets), all enclosed m one 
yackage, or write to the undersigned, and you will blessthe day when you heard of 
*uritana. The Puritana Compound Co., Concord, N, H. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The Story of Puritana. 


Prof. Dixi Crosby, M. D., LL. D., who for thirty- 
two years was at the head of Dartmouth Medical 
College, belonged to the famous Crosby family of 
physicians, which for several generations has fur- 
nished more distinguished medical men than any 
other family in America. His father was Dr. Asa 
Crosby, of Dartmouth, who procured the charter of 
the State medical society, of which he was for thirty 
years a conspicuous member ; one brother, Dr. Josiah 
Crosby, invented the invalid bed and the method of 
making extensions of fractured limbs by adhesive 
strips; another brother, Dr. Thos. R. Crosby, was 
chief surgeon in Columbian College Hospital during 
the war, and later professor of animal and vegetable 
physiology at Dartmouth College; while Dr. Dixi 
Crosby himself was the inventor and discoverer of 
various important improvements in medicine and sur- 
gery, including a new and unique mode of reducing 
metacarpophalangeal dislocation, opening of abscess 
at hip-joint, etc., ete. 

At the early age of twenty-four his extraordinary 
skill and success in overcoming disease had already 
attracted the attention of medical men throughout 
the world, and won for him the highest honors. His 
greatest achievement was the discovery of an original 
method for perfecting and compounding in permanent 
form what has become known as his “ prize formula,” 
and which, under the name of Puritana, is legally 
protected, 

The foundation of this remarkable medical discov- 
ery consists of simple New Engl and roots and herbs, 
and the original family recipe for it has dese ended 
to the long line of C rosby physicians from their Puri- 
tan ancestors. Its pec ‘uliar vegetable composition 
rendered it necessary to brew it whenever needed in 
the early days of its history, and after the scatter- 
ing of the Puritan families to remote localities, where 
the necessary ingredients were not to be found, many 
attempts were made to put it up in permanent form, 
all of which failed until Dr, Dixi Crosby discovered 
means and methods, the result of which is: Nature’s 
Cure compounded in the laboratory of Common Sense. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


“ Aren’t they a beautiful jet black? 


I wouldn’t wear a 


Glove 
Hose 


that hadn’t this— 


stamped on it. 


The only way to be certain that 
gloves and hosiery are fast 
Wu black and stainless is to ask for 


the Hermsdorf dyed goods—and 


to be sure that you get them look 


}Mark You! 


Flashskin isa new, strong pol- 
ishing cloth half a yard square. 
It is warranted to polish finished 
wood, leather, glass, or metal of 
any kind. Mark you! Any kind. 
Expert investigation pronounces 
it marvelous. wag effective 
old or new, soiled or clean, and 
will not scratch or injure an 
article—but leaves a shining Row 
wherever applied. Useful alike to 


men and boys, maids or matron. QWN UP WILLIE — 
Ask your dealer to carry Flash- yeas me WHERE YOUVE HIDDEN 


skin, you'll need it. You can get 
two samples for twenty-five cents MAMAS I-77 
in stamps by addressing 
“FLASHSKIN,” 98-100 Bleecker Street, 
Try it on your Bicycle. New York City, N. Y. 


THE BARTA PRESS, BOSTON. 
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Zither 


LATEST and BEST. 


) Air pla ed on treble ; accompaniment on 
) bass, which is tuned in of chords 
} Producing remarkable ettects. 

) Book of Music with Full Directions FREF. 


AND ITS CURE 
To THE EpiTor :—I have an absolut 
remedy for Consumption. By its timely use 
thousands of hopeless cases have been already 
permanently cured. So proof-positive am I 
of its power that I consider it my duty to 
send two bottles free to those of your readers 
who have Consumption, Throat, Bronchial or 
|(Lung Trouble, if they will write me their, 
| express and postoffice address. Sincerely, 
\T. A. SLOCUM, M. C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


VERY EASY TO LEARN. 


Price, . . $8.00. 
) 


Sent subject to examination, charges prepaid, C. O. D., 
or cash with the order 


SEND FOR CIRCULARS. 


THE PHONOHARP CO., 
) 99 A Border Street, East Boston, Mass 


THE DEMAND POR Dimensions, 2} x 3} x 4ins. Photo, 2 x 24 ins. 


The Baby Hawk-Eye a 


1S INCREASING RAPIDLY. 


Because it is the only camera of small dimen- 
y sions that makes a photo of quality and size 
to be of value. 

Achromatic lens, time and instantaneous shutter, also automatic 
indicator for showing when an exposure is made, and loads in 
broad daylight, with film for 12 exposures. Send for sample 
Photo and Catalogue. 


THE BLAIR CAMERA COMPANY, [lfrs. 
471 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 


PRICE, $6. 


(Including Film.) 


A POINTER . THE... 


Dean No-Puncture 


(SINGLE TUBE.) 
Resilient—Fast—Light. Absolutely Puncture Proof. 


No Repair Kit. wd Walking Home. No Special Rim Required. 


Send for our Descriptive Booklet. 
DEAN TIRE 


C 25 Warren St., New York, and 
87 E. Randolph St, Chicago. 


Per Pair 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The beauty of autumn is dangerous. 
The woods look warm in their erimson 
coverings. But there is a chill in the air 
and a dampness in the earth, the knowl- 
edge of which comes first to many peo- 
ple in the ‘*slight cold” or ¢* little cough” 
which is so common atthis season. It is 
the neglect of these slight and little 
things which often leads to severe pul- 
monary troubles. There is no season 
when it is so wise to remember that Ayer’s 


Cherry Pectoral cures coughs and colds. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For Children while Cutting (heir Teeth. 
AN OLD 
AND 
WELL-TRIED REMEDY 


FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS. 


the GUMS, ALLAYSal!l PAIN, CURES WIND 
COLIC, and is the best remedy for DIARRHEA. 


sure and ask for 


Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup, 


and take no other kind. 
TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE. 


- 


TOILET 
POWDER 


Approved by Highest 
Medical Authorities 
asa Perfect Sanitary 
Toilet Preparation 
for Infants and Adults, 
Delightful aiter Shavin 
Positively relieves P 
Meat, Nettle Rash, Chafed 
Skin, Sunburn, etc. Removes Blotches, Pimples, makes 
bhe skin smooth and healthy. Take ne sebstitutes. 
ld by druggists or mailed for 25 cts. 
Rita Mailed. paper 


GET RICH! 


FORTUNES IN STOCKS—8100 
every #5 invested —“ straight tip” 
results certain, payments Sito 

100 to suit your convenience. Highest 

ferences. Send dc. stamp for Boo 

WILCOX & COMPANY, Brokers, 

531 Broadwa New York. 


DEAFNESS 


and Head Noises relieved b using 
w ‘s Common Sonse 
New scientific inveadon- 


attachment. Write for pamphiet. 


EAR GPa, 


R, 842, 1122 Broadway, N. Y. 


Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup 


has been used for over FIFTY YEARS by MILL- | 
IONS of MOTHERS for their CHILDREN || | 
WHILE TEETHING, with PERFECT SUC- |} | 
CESS. It SOOTHES the CHILD, SOFTENS | 


Sold by Druggists in every part of the world. Be 


MENNEN’S 
MENNEN’S 


RUPTURE 


Is Cured Without Pain 
or Neglect of Business. 


It is stated that 50 per cent. of the in- 
habitants of this great country suffer 
from rupture. Many are the remedies 
and appliances for their relief and cure, 
The Improved Elastic Truss Co, of 
New York furnishes the most effective 
truss for the relief and cure, having 
none of the injurious results and 
torturing annoyances of other trusses, 
and it can be worn with ease night 
- day, thereby effecting a radical 

tcure. Those interested 
in art subject call on or write and get 
a catalogue, to the 


IMPROVED ELASTIC TRUSS CO. 


822 and 824 Broadway, 
Cor. :2th Street. NEW YORK. 


Lady in Attendance for Ladies. 
EXAMINATION FREE. 
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simple, comfortable and imvisible 
' Ear Drum in the world. Helps where 
skill fails. No wire or string 
pesition 


Here is a 
Good Proposition 


THE GREAT 


Boston Sunday Herald 


For $2.00 per year. 


Replete with news from every section 
of-the earth. Literary features in 
abundance. 


Social Page for Women! 
A Page of Music! 
Illustrated Fashions from Abroad! 
A Page on Household Matters! 


and many other attractions for men and 
women, 

The Herald is easily New England’s 
Greatest Newspaper. 


Y The Why of it. 
See that POST ? >>... 


Enos Ricnarpson & Co., 23 Maiden Lane, N.Y 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS. Send for Circular. 


Who will send us five 
yearly subscribers to 
THe Brack Cart, 


with 50 cents for each, will receive in pay- 
ment for his services one copy free, postage 
paid, forone year. THE SHORTSTORY PuB- 
LISHING Co,, 144 High Street, Boston, Mass. 


t 


Quick, Positive Relief, and Sure Gure for 
Catarrh, Asthan, Hay Fever, 5 
d for 
) Deafness, Dizziness, Ringing in { 
} Ears, Impaired Eyes, Sore Throat, § 
Lost Taste and Smell__caused | 
} by Catarrh and Colds. 
} Sample free. Trial Box, 25 cents. 
( Correspondence or personal visit invited. 
NAZONE, INE, 131 Tremont St. St. Boston, Mass. 
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Service 

st Grade of Work 

Mimeograph Stencils 
Strongest Manifolding Power 


Are characteristics of the 


Our pamphlets will give full information, and 
may be had on application. 
American Writing Machine Company, 

Broadway, New York, 


ATRIAL 
WILLGONVINCE THay 


IS PERFECTION 


END PACKAGE 
PRICES 


130,440: 
uE 


NY: 


il 
| 
| 
No. 4 ali or aph | 
a tacts | 
utlasts 
All. | 
| 
The Benedict Collar Button OKE 
ANY ONE 
Nazone. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


$7,000 for 50 cents, 


Over $7,000 cash was paid for short stories 
published in The Black Cat during the first year of 
its existence—from October, 1895, to October, 1896. 


For 50 cents the 12 numbers of The Black Cat, containing these 


stories, will be sent, postage paid, to any address in the U.S. 
Not one penny of this $7,000 was paid for the 
name or fame of a writer. Every manuscript was 
judged solely upon its own merits, the writer’s name 
or reputation carrying no weight whatever. 


The publishers of The Black Cat recognize the fact that some of the poorest stories to be 
Sound in print are the “ turned-out-to-order” efforts of famous authors, while many of the 
very best stories ever told are the creation of unknown writers. 


It is the aim of The Black Cat to publish in clean, handy, attractive, 
inexpensive form, the most fascinating short stories that genius can de- 
vise and money can buy. Stories that both in plot and handling are 
outside of the beaten path of fiction. Stories so full of incident and 
movement as tointerestevery one. Stories that ave stories,—not because 
of the reputation of their writers, but because of their own merits. Stories 
free from padding, foreign phrases, and “fine writing.” Clean, clever, 
and copyrighted stories, that contain the kind of word painting that 
requires neither diagram to explain it nor pictures to sell it. 


That a magazine conducted on these original, common-sense lines, is as pleasing to the lover 
of fascinating stories as it is profitable to the writer of fascinating stories is amply proved. 
The records of the American News Co. show that The Black Cat has, in less than a year, 
become one of the most widely circulated magasines in the world. The records of our deal- 
ings with contributors show that we have paid a higher price than was ever before paid by 
any publisher, where merit was the sole consideration. Here, for instance, are a few ex- 
amples of what The Black Cat pays for stories: George W. Tripp, Auburn, N. Y., $125; 
Alice MacGowan, ( ‘hattanooga, Tenn., $76; Thomas F. Anderson, Boston, Mass., $700 ; 
A. Maurice Low, Washington, D. C.,$110; Lillian Richardson, Plainfield, N ./., $70; 
R. Ottolengui, New York City, $160 ; James Buckham, Boston, Mass.,$93 ; Eugene Shade 
Bisbee, Baltimore, Md., $140; Henrietta Kimball, Boston, Mass., $08; Getk Turner, 
Spring field, Mass., $100 ; Cleveland Moffett, New York City, $282 ; Mabell Shippie Clarke, 
Arden, N. C., $67.50; Rupert Hughes, New York City, $100; Edith M. Degen, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., $85; Leo Gale, New York City, $125; Bert L. Taylor, Providence, R. /., 
$200 ; Clarice /. Clinghan, New York City, $112.50; L.H. Rogers, Cleveland, Ohio, $125. 
These are by no means exceptional cases, nor are the prices named the highest we pay. 


With a view to securing the very best short stories, the publishers 
of The Black Cat will offer a series of special prizes, including one of 


$1,000 for a Short Story. 


Full particulars of this offer will appear in the November issue of The Black Cat, and as 
competition for these special prizes is limited to yearly subscribers, all those who feel in- 
terested in this extraordinary opportunity should send in their subscriptions at once. The 
November Black Cat will, by the way, contain six better stories than were ever published 
in one issue ofanv magazine. THE SHORTSTORY PUBLISHING CO., Boston,Mass. 
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) (Notice this to-day. This ad. will not appear again.) 


$250 GIVEN 
GOLD AWAY 


Who can form the greatest number of words from the 
letters in EDITORS? You are smart enough to make 
fifteen or more words, we feel sure, and if you do you 
will receive a good reward. Do not use any letter more 
times than it appears in the word. No proper nouns, 
No foreign words, Use any dictionary thatis standard, 
Use plurals. Here is an example of the way to work it 
out: Editors, edit, sot, dot, dots, to, ete, “hese words 
count, The publisherof Woman's anpJenness 
Miter Monracy will pay $50.001n gold to the person 
able-to make the largest tist of words from the letters in 
the word EDITORS; $25.00 for the second largest ; 
$15 00 for the third; $10.00 forthe fourth ; $5.00 for the 
twenty next largest, and $2.00 each for the twenty-five 
next largest lists. The above rewards are given free and 
without consideration for the purpose of attracting at- 
tention to our handsome ladies’ magazine, twenty-four 
pages, ninety-six long columns, finely illustrated, and 
all original matter, long and short stones by the best 
authors; price $1.00 per year. Itt necessary for you, 
to enter the contest, to send 12 two-cent stamps for a 
three-months’ trial subscription with your list of words, 
and every person sending the 24 cents and a list of fifteen 
words or more 18 guaranteed an extra present by return 
mail (in addition to the magazine), of a large 336-page 
book,** EstherWaters,”’ by Geo, Moore, a remarkably fas- 
cinating love story. Satisfaction guaranteed in every case 
or your money refunded. Lists should be sent at once, 
and not later than Nov. 20, so that the names of success- 
ful contestants may be in the December issue, published 
in November. Our publication has been established 
nine years. We refer you to any mercantile agency for 
our standing. Write now. Address J. H. PLUMMER, 
Publisher, #5 Temple Court Building, B 1004, New 
York City. 
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BUT A PURE 
SKIN 15 
NEVER OUT 
OF DATE 


1S THE NATURAL SKIN FOOD “S 
IT REMOVES BLACKHEADS, 
FRECKLES, TAN, PIMPLES AND 

WRINKLES 
1S FRAGRANT AND SOOTHING 
A LUXURY THAT COSTS SOSt 
AND YEILDOS IN 
PLEASURE AND SATISFACTION 
BY MAIL OR AT DRUGGISTS. WRITE FOR SAMPLE 
FREDERICK F.INGRAM & CO. 
DETROIT. MICH. 


MASSACHUSETTS INSURANCE LEADS ALL OTHERS! 


The State Mutual OF 


Assurance Co., 


HAS AN UNSURPASSED 


RECORD OF FIFTY YEARS!! 


WORCESTER, 
MASS., 


It will pay you to get our Facts and Figures. 
A Policy in the State Mutual is a Profitable 
Investment for You and for Your Family. 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS TO 


42 and 48 Congress Street, 


EDWARD S. BARKER, General Agent, 


Boston, Mass. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


rown Piano 


WITH ORCHESTRAL ATTACHMENT 
AND PRACTICE CLAVIER, 


Highest grade materials, workmanship, style, finish, tone, 
touch, and all requirements for a perfect piano. 

The attachments double the life of the piano and enable 
the player to produce perfectly the tones and effects of six- 
teen other instruments. 

The only piano on which the works of Bach, Mozart, and 
Handel can be produced as the masters conceived them, 
with exquisite shadings of tone color. Hundreds of most 
beautiful effects possible on the CROWN piano, 

No more trying hours of noisy practice — CROWN Prac- 
tice Clavier disposes of that. 

Costs no more than any other first-class piano. Warranted for ten 


— and to please for a lifetime. Free illustrated descriptive cata- 
ogue with music. 


GEO. P. BENT, M’f’r, Bent Block, Chicago. 
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0 Of all Sickness is caused 
9) / by a Wrong Stomach. 
0 Heart Right, 


Langs 

Puritana Kidneys 
Liver Right, 
Health Right, 


BECAUSE * Stomach Right. 


HER LIFE STORY. 


(From the Boston Globe.) 
To THE Puntic:—* As a girl I was always having hemorrhages, and last No- 
, vember I had a very severe one that left me unable to eat anything, so that I was kept 
alive for two weeks by injections of whites of eggs. God only knows what I suffered. 
‘**T almost beggared myself poy he get relief from doctors, One after an- 


other they told me that I could not be cured, At the hospital where I had an. 
operation performed for tumor, I had the same trouble from hemorrhages, 

“ The result of my experience was that I gave up doctoring, and when the blood 
would come in my mouth I would drink some witch hazel to stop it. My stomach 
was swollen so that I could only wear a wrapper, and my digestive organs were so 
irregular that none of the usual means of relief were of the least use. 

“ T could not sit up more than an hour atatime. But on Christmas eve I was 
attracted by an advertisement of Puritana, which convinced me that it was differ- 
ent from any other advertised preparation. It was a great gift for me. Almost 
from the first it gave me comfort, and I began to improve steadily. The clogged 
and swollen condition of my stomach was completely relieved, my digestion be- 
came regular and thorough, and I can wear my proper clothing. 

“ The terrible pain and distress left me. I sleep well and my appetite is good. 
The pain which | thought might mean another tumor is also gone, I believe it 
is only common humanity to let people know what pain and suffering can be 
saved by Professor Crosby's great discovery, Puritana, and as for me, I bless the 
day my husband brought Puritana into our home,” 

Cambridge, Mass, MRS. J. S. DALY. 


If you are a sufferer get of your druggist this great disease-conquering discovery (the 
price is $1 for the Complete Treatment, consisting of one bottle of Puritana, one bottle of 
Puritana Pills, and one bottle of Puritana Tablets, all enclosed in one package), or write 
to the undersigned, and you will bless the day when you heard of Puritana. /? cures from 
Head to foot. The Puritana Compound Co., Concord, N. H. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Assets, $15,780,000, Income, $12,500,000. Surplus, $3,300,000. 


A Life Insurance Policy 


The Prudential 


is vastly more important to the welfare of a family than is Gibraltar to the British Empire. 
The Prudential insures men, women, and children. Write for descriptive literature. 


THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA, 
JOHN FP. DRYDEN, President. 


Home Office: NEWARK, N. J- 
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that, like 
. a rich jewel, 
brightens 

even 


for it lasts 
longest. 


Sold everywhere. 
Used everywhere. 


Shoe 
Shoe: Dressins 

is the most reliable dressing on 
al market, and more of Brown’s 
French Dressing is sold throughout 
the world than any other make. 
Ask your dealer for it, and accept 
no substitute: take only 


BROWN’S FRENCH DRESSING. 


BEECHAWM’S PILLS. 


For Bilious and Nervous disorders such as Wind and Pain in the Stomach, Sick 
Headache, Giddiness, Fulness and Swelling after meals, Dizziness and Drowsiness, 
Cold Chills, Flushings of Heat, Loss of Appetite, Shortness of Breath, Costiveness, 
Blotches on the Skin, Disturbed Sleep, Frightful Dreams, and all Nervous and 
Trembling Sensations, etc., when these symptoms are caused by constipation, as 
most of them are. The First Dose will give Relief in Twenty Minutes. 


This is no fiction. Every sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these Pills, 


and they will be acknowledged to be 


A Wonderful Medicine. 


BEECHAM’S PILLS, taken as directed, will quickly restore females to com- 
plete health. They promptly remove obstructions or irregularities of the system. 
For a Weak Stomach, Impaired Digestion, Disordered Liver, they act like 
magic —a few doses will work wonders upon the Vital organs; strengthening the 
muscular system, restoring the long-lost complexion, bringing back the keen edge of 
appetite, and arousing with the Rosebud of Health the whole physical energy 
of the human frame. They are 


WITHOUT A RIVAL. 


Annual Sales over 6,000,000 boxes. 


25 cents at Drug Stores, or will be sent by U. S. Agents, B, F. ALLEN CO., 365 
Canal St., New York, post paid, upon receipt of price. Book free upon application. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


LOVE’S AWAKENING. Every mother who will at once send 
her name and address (a postal card will do) to SUPPLY DEPT., 
DOLIBER-GOODALE CO,, Boston, Mass., will receive free of 
charge, postage paid, a sample bottle of Mellin’s Food, together with 
some practical happiness-bringing advice about Motherhood and Baby- 
hood, and a copy of Perrault’s superb masterpiece, ‘‘ Love's Awaken- 
ing,” lithographed in 14 colors. 


THE CHILD who is fed on Mellin's Food will THRIVE — BECAUSE Mellin's Food 


physical 4 
and other infantile ailments, when the stomach r 


THE BARTA PRESS, BOSTON, 
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‘Columbia Zither SUSPENDER 


) bass, which is tuned | No Buckles 
wee remarkable etiects. fe To tear the 
shirt or wear 


vest linings. 
Elastic Ends 


give comfortand 
save buttons 
coming off. 


Every one pleas- 


Book of Music with Full Directions FREE. 


VERY EASY TO LEARN. 


Price, . . - - $5.00. 


j Sent subject to examination, charges prepaid, C. O. D., 
) or cash with the order. 


SEND FOR CIRCULARS. 


F. C, SAVAGE, MANAGER. 
THE PHONOHARP CO., TREMONT TEMPLE BUILDING, 
99 A Border Street, East Boston, Mass 78 TREMONT ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


“* The Story-telling Hit of the Century.” —Phila. Cail. 
“ The Cat that Captured the Country.”—New York Herald. 


A Great Treat 


For 
Mother, 
Father, 
Sister, 
Brother, 
Sweetheart, 
Wife, 
Husband, 
Son, 

Daughter, 


] 
} 


Friends, 
Yourself, 


is a Year’s Subscription to 
Be sure to begin your subscription with 


d the November number, which will contain ; ; 
Jive of the best storves ever published, includ- 
ing the remarkable tale of mystery and ad- e ac a 
venture, Silas F. Quigley — To Arrive.” 


It costs but so cents. It brings seventy-five of the cleverest, most fascinating, and most original stories 

» that genius can devise and money can buy. Stories of Adventure, Love, Mystery, Detective Life, Pathos, q 
Humor, and other stories that are stories. 

Tux Brack Car is the literary success of 1896, and to be without it is to be without the greatest story- 

telling treat i igh St., Boston, Mass. 4 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Be thankful if you haven’t a cough 
or cold in these chill, changeable, fall days. 
But, if you have either cold or cough, be 
thankful for 


Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral, 
the real remedy for coughs, colds, and lung 
troubles. 
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Instruction by mail adapted to ever. | 
one. Method approved. A 
Takes your spare time 

uition moder- 
ate. 3 courses—Prepar- 
atory,busin ess,college. 
Students & graduates 
in every State and in for- 
eign countries. Six y’rs 
of success. Handsome 
free. 


WERE FALLING FAST 


When Longfellow wrote the above words, 
he did not have in mind the 


HARTSHORN 


STUDY 


BY MAIL. 


proved methods. 
THE SPRAGUE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISH, 


Journalism 
AT HOME. 


Reporting, Editing, all 
branches of newspaper 
and literary work taught. 

Students everywhere. Takes 
your spare time. Practi- 

| work from the start. Im- 
Best Catalogue Free. 


Jo, 11 Telephone Building, Detroit, Mich. 


ForLadies’ 
and Child- 
ren’s Boots 
and Shoes 


It is the most 
reliable dressing 
upon the market, 
and more of 
Brown’s French 
Dressing is cold 
throughout the 
world than any 
other make. 


Ask your dealer fer it and ace 
cept no substitute; take only 


BROWN’S 
French Dressing. 


|} send 


SHADE ROLLERS 


They never fall. 


Always stay where ft 
ed 


and keep the shade where you wish. 


for years. 
ments. 
ing from 
No tacks. 


roller, 


See that Stewart 
Hartshorn's auto- 
is on the label, 


Beware 
aut 


No year passes without improve. 
Ask for the ‘‘ 
holders that prevent the shade tear- 


Improved Hartshorn,” 


sti 
@LHARTSHORN) 


At this season of the 
year an application 
of ESSEX Flower 


| Food will stimulate 


the plant to quick 
foliage and early 


| flowering. 


Don’t starve your 


plants. 


Ask your dealer 
for the ten cent 
package that feeds 
10 plants one year 
— failing to get it, 
don’t experiment 
with another kind, 
eight 2c. 


| stamps to the 


It’s a trying time 


’ for delicate plants 


when they are 
transferred from 
the fresh air, dew, 
and the natural 
stimulants of the 
soil to the window 
garden of the 
house. 


KSSEX 


Flower 
Food. 


RUSSIA CEMENT Co. 
Gloucester, Mass. 


56 
| Law THEN. | 
| at SHAD 
| Hone | OF NIGHT 
| 
| | 
| 
BROWNS 
Frencho¢y 
Vanity 
(ae 
3. 
if ary 
i" 
|) 


wm 


and you will find the 


For Children while Cutting (heir Teeth. 


AN OLD 


AND 
WELL-TRIED REMEDY 


FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS. 


Ms. Winslow's Soothing Syrup 


has been used for over FIFTY YEARS by MILL- 
IONS of MOTHERS for their CHILDREN 
WHILE TEETHING, with PERFECT SUC- 
CESS. It SOOTHES the CHILD, SOFTENS 
the GUMS, ALLAYS all PAIN, CURES WIND | 
COLIC, and is the best remedy for DIARRHEA. || | 
Sold by Druggists in every part of the world. Be || | 
sure and ask for 


Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup. 
and take no other kind. : v be had on apelication. 


TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE. y AMERICAN WRITING MACHINE CO., 
— = = = 237 Broadway, New York, U.S. A. 


\ Qu A. The Secret of it. 


See that POST ? 


ERI what makes it work. 
TRIAL The Benedict Collar Button 
WiLL GORVINCE THAT FOR SALE EVERYWHERE. 


Ewos Ricwarpson & Co., 23 Maiden Lane, N. ¥. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS, Send for Circular. 


GOLDEN SCEPTRE 


PERFECTION DEAFNESS 


LE PACKAGE and Head Noises relieved by using 
FOR pM PLE PRICES Wilson's Common Sense Ear Drums. 
Ib 1 cls 4 New scientific invention; different 
at 1 30; YIb40s > from all other devices. The only safe, 
POSTAG : simple, comfortable and invisible 
PAID, Ear Drum inthe word, Helps where 
CaTaLoG medical skill fails. No wire or string 

URB attachment. Write pamphlet. 

~ WILSON EAR DRUM CO., 

$26 Trust Bidg., Louisville, Ky. 

: 1122 Broadway, [Room M2) New York. 


A Trial will convince any one that , 


“INVINCIBLE” | 


Typewriter Papers, Ribbons, and Carbon 
are absolutely the Best on the Market. Send 
ios Descriptive Circular and Paper Semple, 

ook. 


| 
| Use any test you like | 
TEETHING 4 Caligraph | 
No. 
Typewriter 
Cy 
| 
| 
2 k 
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$1,000 for a Short Story. 


We offer the following cash prizes for original short 
stories for publication in THe Brack Car: — 


Ist Prize $1,000 
2d 500 
3d 300 
4th ,, 200 
Sth ,, 100 


OUR WANTS are these: Strictly original stories that in plot and 
handling are outside of the beaten paths of fiction, and that neither wholly 
nor in part have appeared in print before in any language; stories so full of 
incident and action as to interest intelligent people everywhere ; clean, clever, 
wholesome stories that are free from padding, foreign phrases, and attempted 
fine writing, and that contain the kind of word-painting that requires neither 
diagram to explain it nor pictures to sell it. In short, fascinating tales cleverly 
told. While writers may choose their own themes, we prefer stories in the 
handling of which the morbid and unpleasant are avoided rather than em- 
phasized. No dialect stories or poems are desired. 

CONDITIONS: All manuscripts must bear the writer's full name and 
address, together with the number of words, which may range from 2,500 to 
6,000, but must in no case exceed the latter number. They must be very 
legibly written, sent unrolled, postage fully prepaid, and accompanied by ad- 
dressed and stamped envelopes for their return. All letters relating to same 
must be enclosed with MSS., and not sent under separate cover. Manu- 
scripts will be received and returned only at the writer’s risk. All stories will 
be judged purely on their own merits, and the writer’s name or reputation will 
carry no weight whatever. With every manuscript intended for this special 
prize competition there must be enclosed in the same envelope one yearly 
subscription to THE BLAcK CAT, together with fifty cents to pay therefor. All 
envelopes containing manuscripts and subscriptions as above must be plainly 
marked “ For Competition,” and their receipt will be promptly acknowledged. 
Thecompetition will close March 31, 1897, after which awards will be announced 
in THE BLack Cat, and paid in cash. All unsuccessful manuscripts will be 
returned. The conditions and requirements being here fully set forth, neither 
the publishers nor the editor can undertake to enter into correspondence relative 
thereto. All manuscripts must be addressed: The Shortstory Publishing 
Co., For Competition, 144 High Street, Boston, Mass. 
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LOVE’S AWAKENING. Every mother who will at once send her name and address 
(a postal card will do)to SUPPLY DEPT., DOLIBER-GOODALE CO., Boston, Mass., 
will receive free of charge, postage paid, a sample bottle of Mellin’s Food, together with 
some practical happiness-bring'ng advice about Motherhood and Babyhood, and a copy 
of Perrault’s superb masterpiece, ‘‘ Love's Awakening,” lithographed in 14 colors. 


MILK alone 


is not always the best food for infants. It contains too much casein, 

and is not perfectly adapted to the infant. 
Mellin’s Food added to milk renders the 
casein more digestible and makes the nearest 
approach to mother’s milk. Mellin’s Food 
contains the bone and muscle forming ele- 
ments necessary for the perfect growth of 
the child; it produces firm flesh, strong 
limbs, sound teeth, and healthy bodies that 
defy disease. 


Mellin’s Food makes Miik 
like Mother’s Milk. 


| 
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‘““The Greatest Achievement of Modern Times.’’ 
33% per cent. from Former Prices. 


THE FUNK & WAGNALLS 


STANDARD DICTIONARY 


Is the conceded masterwork of the century, the latest and positively the greatest new dictionary of the 
English language. Itis the work of over 240 of the most eminent scholars and specialists of the world, 
over 100 of the foremost colleges and universities were represented on its editorial staff, and more than 
$960,000 were expended in its production before a single copy was ready for the market. It has 75,000 
more vocabulary terms than any other dictionary. Never was any book welcomed by such an outburst of 
enthusiastic praise from the press and public of the entire world as that which greeted the Standard Dic- 
tionary. Already it is everywhere the accepted standard of authority, and is unanimously pronounced 
the Aandsomest and most perfect dutionary ever made. 


A SPECIAL Cops ated 


ANNOUNCEMENT at a Greatly Reduced Price. 


We have secured ¢.xclusive control of the trade for this magnificent dictionary, and have just placed 
an order for 700,000 copies. This stupendous transaction enables us to offer the work, which heretofore 
has sold, in one volume full leather, for $18, at the surprisingly low price of 


$12 for the Complete Work 


In one rich, massive volume, elegantly bound in 
full Sheep with artistic cover design by George 
Wharton Edwards, stamped in the leather .. 


Thousands who have been trying to ‘‘ get along without” this Prince of Dictionaries, or who have 
been tempted to try an inferior work, should now seize this opportunity to purchase the on/y Standard 
Dictionary. It will be sent to any address in the U. S., carriage prepaid, on receipt of the price, $12. 


There are Thousands of Opinions like the following ;:— 


The St. James's Budget (weekly edition of the S/./ames’s Gazette), London, says :— 

‘The Standard Dictionary should be the pride of Literary America, as it is the admiration of 
Literary England.” 

The New York Herald says:— 

“ We are free to pronounce it the most complete and most satisfactory dictionary yet printed. 
This is high praise, to be sure, but it is well merited.”” 

The Journal of Education says :— 

** It will make the world its debtor, and all who write must praise it evermore. It challenges criti- 
cism and commands admiration. 

Prof. A. G. Wilkinson, Principal Examiner since 1869 in U. S. Patent Office :-- 

“The most perfect dictionary ever made in any language, and I have them and consult them in six 
different languages almost daily. The high authority of this dictionary is one of its most important feat- 
ures. I should give it the preference on all disputed points.” 


Descriptive Circulars Sent on Application. 


Order from your bookseller or send direct to 


WARD & GOW, 


Lincoln Building, Union Square, NEW YORK CITY. 
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Assets, $15,780,000, Income, $12,500,000. Surplus, $3,300,000, 


A Life cones Policy The Prudential 


is vastly more important to the welfare of a family than is Gibraltar to the British Empire, 
The Prudential insures men, women, and children. Write for descriptive literature. 


THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA, 
JOHN F, DRYDEN, President. Home Office: NEWARK, N. J. 
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uritana 


Y 0 Of all Sickness is caused 
by a Wrong Stomach. 
0 ( Heart Right, 


Lungs Right, 
P “see Rig 
ULI TAN A Kianeys Right, 
Liver Right, 
Health Right, 


BECAUSE * makes Stomach Right. 


Trade Mark. 


HER LIFE STORY. 


(From the Boston Globe.) 

To THE PuBLic:—“ As a girl I was always having hemorrhages, and last No- 
vember I had a very severe one that left me unable to eat anything, so that I was kept 
alive for two weeks by injections of whites of eggs. God only knows what I suffered. 

‘*T almost beggared myself trying to get relief from doctors, One after an 
other they told me that I could not be cured. At the hospital where I had an 
operation performed for tumor, I had the same trouble from hemorrhages. 

“ The result of my experience was that I gave up doctoring, and when the blood 
would come in my mouth I would drink some witch hazel to stop it. My stomach 
was swollen so that I could only wear a wrapper, and my digestive organs were so 
irregular that none of the usual means of relief were of the least use. | 

“TI could not sit up more than an hour atatime. But on Christmas eve I was 
attracted by an advertisement of Puritana, which convinced me that it was differ- 
ent from any other advertised preparation. It was a great gift for me. Almost 
from the first it gave me comfort, and I began to improve steadily. The clogged 
and swollen condition of my stomach was completely relieved, my digestion be- 
came regular and thorough, and I can wear my proper clothing. 

“ The terrible pain and distress left me. 1 sleep well and my appetite is good. 
The pain which I thought might mean another tumor is also gone. I believe it 
is only common humanity to let people know what pain and suffering can be 
saved by Professor Crosby’s great discovery, Puritana, and as for me, I bless the 
day my husband brought Puritana into our home.”’ 

Cambridge, Mass. 


MRS. J. S. DALY 


If you are a sufferer get of your druggist this great disease-conquering discovery (the 
price is $1 for the Complete Treatment, consisting of one bottle of Puritana, one bottle of 
Puritana Pills, and one bottle of Puritana Tablets, all enclosed in one package), or write 
to the undersigned, and you will bless the day when you heard of Puritana. // cures from 
Head to Foot. Yhe Puritana Compound Co., Concord, N, H. 
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= @ The Dollar Watch 


Cases of Gold Aluminum or Nickel as Preferred. 
Not a toy, but a watch which will stand the hard 
knocks of years of service and keep accurate time. 
MADE IN AMERICA BY AMERICANS. 
Price, $1.00 each, postpaid, and Dien money back if 
you are not sa 
Large Catalogue of Interesting Specialties Free for the asking. 
ROBT. H. INGERSOLL & BRO., 


‘*WATCHMAKERS TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE."’ 


$7,000 for 50 cents. 


Over $7,000 cash was paid for short stories published in 
The Black Cat during the first year of its existence — 
from October, 1895, to October, 1896. 


For so cents (stamps will do) the 12 numbers of The Black Cat, containing these 
stories, will be sent, say paid, to any address in the U.S. The Shortstory 


Publishing Co., 144 High Boston, Mass. 


MASSACHUSETTS INSURANCE LEADS ALL OTHERS! 


The State Mutual o- 


WORCESTER, 
Assurance Co., MASS. 


HAS AN UNSURPASSED 


RECORD OF FIFTY YEARS!! 


It will pay you to get our Facts and Figures. 
A Policy in the State Mutual is a Profitable 
Investment for You and for Your Family. 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS TO 


EDWARD S. BARKER, General Agent, 
42 and 48 Congress Street, - - - - Boston, Mass. 
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A Charming Book 
About Old Violins. 


Violinists everywhere will hail with de- 
light the beautifully printed and authori- 
tatively written book about Old Violins, 
just published by Lyon & Healy, Chicago. 
The fact that this volume contains, as an 
appendix, a list of the old violins offered 
for sale by Lyon & Healy, and will there- 
fore be sent free upon application (to 
violinists only), does not detract from its 
literary value nor from the keen interest 
with which its fac-simile labels and other 
quaint illustrations will be viewed. It is 
safe to say that any lover of the fiddle 
might seek a long time before he could 
find another volume whose perusal would 
afford him such a fund of entertainment. 
The short biographies of the famous 
violin makers are wonderfully complete 
and comprise a host of fresh anecdotes 
that must prove vastly interesting to 
violinists, great and small. 


(‘OLD VIOLINS 272 PAGES — FREE 
TO VIOLINISTS ONLY. LYON & HBALY, 
CHICAGO. ) 
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11883 “I am told that my commen- 
dation of Pears’ Soap bas 
opened for it a large sale in the 
United States. I am willing to 
stand by every word in favorof it 
that I ever uttered. A man must 
be oe indeed who is not 


satisfied we 
HEN RY WARD BEECHER. 
1896: RS’ SOAP is now sold ev- 
everywhere. 


Try Pears’ Stick. 


rown Piano 


WITH ORCHESTRAL ATTACHMENT 
AND PRACTICE CLAVIER. 


Highest grade materials, workman- 
ship, style, finish, tone, touch, and all re- ¢ 
quirements for a perfect piano, 

The attachments double the life of the 
piano and enable the player to produce 
perfectly the tones and effects of sixteen , 
other instruments, 

The only piano on which the works of 
Bach, Mozart, and Handel can be pro-$ 
) duced as the masters conceived them, ) 
) with exquisite shadings of tone color. ) 
) Hundreds of most beautiful effects possi- 
ble on the CROWN piano. ( 

No more trying hours of noisy practice 
— CROWN Practice Clavier disposes of § 
that. 


~ 


LOL 


Costs no more than any other first-class piano. 
Warranted for ten years and to please for a life- ( 
time. Free illustrated descriptive catalogue with 
music. 


) GEO. P. BENT, M’f'r, Bent Block, Chicago. } 
PPP PPP PP 
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Columbia Zither RUP TU ia 


Ale ole Is Cured Without Pain 
accom) on 

ree Pin i or Neglect of Business. 
ucing remarkable It is stated that $0 per cent. of the in- 


Book of Music with Full Directions FREE. habitants of this great country suffer 
from rupture. Many are the remedies 
and appliances for their relief and cure. 
The Improved Elastic Truss Co, of 
New York furnishes the most effective 
truss for the relief and cure, havi 
none of the injurious results al 
torturing annoyances of other trusses, 
and it can be worn with ease night 
and day, thereby effecting a radical 
ven and t cure. Those interested 
[a in the subject call on or write and get 


Prices . . $2.25 to $7.00. a catalogue, to the 
Sent, charges prepaid, C. O. D., or cash with the order. IMPROVED ELASTIC TRUSS 60., 


Cor. rath Street. NEW YORK. 


THE PHONOHARP CO., Lady in Attendance for Ladies. 
OF 99 Renter Stet Reston, ———__EXAMINATION FREE. 


THE GREAT 


Boston Sunday 


For $2.00 Per Year. 


REPLETE WITH NEWS FROM EVERY SECTION OF THE EARTH. LIT- 
ERARY FEATURES IN ABUNDANCE. 


Social Page for Women ! Tilustrated fashions from Abroad! 
FA Page of Music! FA Page on Household Matters ! 


AND MANY OTHER ATTRACTIONS FOR MEN AND WOMEN. THE 
HERALD IS EASILY NEW ENGLAND’S GREATEST NEWSPAPER. 


| | 
at $22 and 824 Broadway 
| HERE IS A GOOD PROPOSITION. ¢ | 
eC 


= 


~- - — = 


“To save time is to 
lengthen life“ 
you value life? 
Then use 
SAPOLIO. 
It is & solid cake of 
Scouring soab, Try it 
in 
ing. 
It costs but da 
cake, but 


% 


S-0-A-P -S-O-D 


le SAPON-ACE-O 


PONIS 


SAP 


£4) 


“He had smal! shill of 
horse flesh who t 
a to ride on’ 
But tts just aS foolish 
to use ordinary Soaps 
for scourmg se 
SAPOLIO. 


which is exactly 
suited to such work 
All Grocers and Oil 
men keep it, and no 
family should be 


ay. When 


without it 
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A SOLID CAKE Cat ¢ 
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| The cider One grows, the more one knows” 
“Pigs may ind biows 
an Whistle, the wind 
Use can be SAPOL-! 
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‘“‘Blood Will Tell” in the long run, in man or woman. Suc- 
cess or defeat “runs in the blood.” The blood that counts in this 
Republic is pure blood, not blue blood. Purity is power. Galahad 
might well sing, “ My strength is as the strength of ten, because my 
blood is pure.” Impure blood can be purified. The weak can be 
made strong. You may make a century run in the race of life if you 
purify your blood with Ayer’s Sarsaparilla. 
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Reduced in price $18 to to $12. 


A TREASURE 2" ENTIRE FAMILY 


and of life long service to 
every BOY and GIRL now in school 


THE FUNK & WAGNALLS 


Standard Dictionary 


Contains all there is in the English language, 
compiled, pronounced, and defined by the most 


eminent specialists of the present day, in every 
department of literature, science, and art. & 


PARENT Should not underestimate the value to their children | 
of immediate consultation of a Standard authority 
whenever any question arises with regard to a word. 


| ‘The ansete use of reference books by the young leads to habits of thorough- 
| ness in study, prevents careless writing, and cultivates exactness in conversation. 


The Richest Treasure. 


“If every school trustee and every man having a family of | 
growing children could realize the value of this Dictionary he would 
not be long without it. It is worth more than fine clothes, jewelry, 
high living, or summer outings, and tends to improve and ennoble 
the character, and makes better citizens of every person who 
studies it.""—Milwaukee Sentinel. 


TO YOUR CHILDREN OR A FRIEND it would be difficult to find 


a more desirable, useful, or welcome 


CHRISTMAS PRESENT 


| than the Standard Dictionary. 247 of the world’s most eminent men labored, and | 
| more than $960,000 were expended to produce this magnificent work. It is the 
| authority most valued by the learned and the learner everywhere. It can now 
| be procured, elegantly bound in full sheep, at the unprecedentedly low price of 


$12 weve vortars 


from your bookseller, or delivered carriage prepaid to any part of the United States. | 


WARD & GOW NEW YORK, 
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Use any test you like like 


and you u will find the 
4 Caligraph 
Typewriter 


For Children while Cutting their Teeth. 


AN OLD 


AND 
WELL-TRIED REMEDY 


FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS. 


Mss. Winslow's Soothing Syrup 


has been used for over FIFTY YEARS by MILL- 
IONS of MOTHERS for their CHILDREN 
WHILE TEETHING, with PERFECT SUC- 
CESS. It SOOTHES the CHILD, SOFTENS 
the GUMS, ALLAYSal!l PAIN, CURES WIND 
COLIC, and is the best remedy for DIARRHEA. 
Sold by Druggists in every part of the world. Be 


sure and ask for 


Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup, 
and take no other kind. New Catalogue and pamphlets may be had Sq apolication. 


TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE. | AMERICAN WRITING MACHINE CO. 
= 237 Broadway, New York, U.S. A. 


LAUGHING GAMERA, 106. | 
The latest invention In Cameras. You look SAaseaeaessesteaeas 
through the lens and your stout friends wil! look 


like living skeletons, your thin friends like Dime 
Museum fat men, horses like giraffes and in fact 


everything appears as though you were living in 
another world. Each camera contains two strong 


lenses in neatly finished leatherette case. The lat- 

est mirth-maker on the market; creates bush 

els of sport. Catalogue of 1.000 novelties 

Agents 


With Warranted American Works 
for 20 years wear. *} Gentlemen: Iam glad to say 

by highest clan workmen inthe net : a few words in praise of Essex 

FLOWER Foop which I have 

i been trying most successfully on 

a variety of flowers. My plants 
win the admiration of every one 
for their luxuriant growth and 
constant blooms. I recommend 
this Flower Food to all who cul- 
tivate plants, for what it has 
done for my rs. Mary 


he 


wateh 4 gold 


MERCHANDISE 0. 
300 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


Wanted —An Idea 
a 


Ask your dealer for the tem cent package that feeds 
things to patent? 10 plants 1 year— failing to get it, don't experiment 

Protect your ideas; they may bring you went | 
Write Joun Weppersurn & Co. » Dept.C, | 
Patent Attorneys, Washington, D.C. , for their | 
$1,800 prize offer and list of 1,000 inventions | 
wanted. | 


with another kind, send eight 2-cent stamps to the 


Russia Cement Co. 


| 
| | 
every | | 
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Soap is always pre- Tete eu, 
ferred by people of 
good taste who have 
once tried it. Match- | 
less for the complex- | 
ion—makes the skin 
soft,clean and beauti- 
ful. Its “clean” scent 
is much nicer than | Srey 
perfumed poor soap’s. 
Economical —luxurious. O f orders of the Blood, Liver, 
Avoid substitutes. 9) Heart. and Skin 


Pears’ (the original) Shaving Stick is caused by 


| 
Stomac 


Puritana makes the 
Heart Right, 
Lungs Right, 
Liver Right, 
Blood Right, 
Kidneys Right, 
Nerves Right, 
Because it makes 


Right 


(Take notice to-day. This ad. will not appear again.) 


$1250 | FREE! FREE! 
Goitd Women 


Who can form the greatest humber of words from the 
letters in INDUSTRIOUS? You can make twenty or more 
words, we feel sure, and if you do you will receive a good 
reward. Do not use any letter more times than it appears 
in the word. Use no language except English. Words 
spelled alike, but with different meaning, can be used but 
onee. Use any dictionary. Plurals, pronouns, nouns, verbs, 
adverbs, prefixes, suffixes, adjectives, proper nouns allowed. 
Anything thatis a legitimate word will be allowed. Work 
it out in this manner: In, into, industrious, no, not, nut, 
nuts, dust, dusts, us, sit, sits, etc. Use these words in your 
vet, The publisher of Woman's Worip anp Jenness 
Mitter MonTucy will pay #2000 in gold to the person able 
to make the largest list of words from the letters in the 
word INDUSTRIOUS ; $12.00 for the second largest; $10.00 
for the third; $800 for the fourth; $5. for the ten next 
largest, and $2.00 each for the twenty-five next largest 
lists. The above rewards are given free and without con- 
sideration for the purpose of attracting attention to our 
handsome woman's Magazine, twenty-four pages, ninety- 
six long columns, finely illustrated, and all original matter, 
long and short stories by the best authors; price $1.00 per 
year. It is necessary for you, to enter the contest, to send 
12 two-cent stamps for a three months’ trial subscription 
with your list of words, and every person sending the 2 
cents and a list of twenty words or more is guaranteed an 
extra present br return mail! (in addition to the mavazine), 


of a 20-pace book, “ Doris’ Fortune.” by Florence Warden 


alove story of intense interest. Satisfaction guaranteed in It brings to any man, woman, OF child, 


every case or your money refunded Lists should be sentat strength, comfort, happiness, and new life. 
once, and notlater then Jan. 2. The names end addresses Get of your druggist thisgreat disease-conquering di 
of snecessful contestants will be printed in February issue, covery (the price is $1 for the complete treatment, one 
published in January. Our publication has been estabtiohed bottle of Puritana, one bottleof Puritana Pills, and one 
nine years. We refer you to any mercantile agency for bottle of Puritana Tablets, allin one package), and you 
you. H.2| will bless the day when you heard of Puritana. The 
Dept. 6, New Youk — Puritana Compound Co., Concord, N. H. 


| 
| 

Stomach 
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From this building The Prudential makes 
payment every working day of about 150 
claims, aggregating $14,000, or between 
$4,000,000 and $5,000,000 per annum. 

The Prudential has paid, up to date, 
over $23,000,000, distributed to about 
250,000 families, and thereby benefiting 
more than 1,250,000 people. 

The Prudential offers, through Assets 
of $15,780,000, Surplus of $3,300,000, 
and Annual Income of $12,500,000, 
ample security for fulfilment of contracts, 
good from start to finish. 

Life Insurance for Children,Women and 
Men. Ages, 1 to 70. Amounts, $15 to 
$50,000. 


Che Prudential Tusurance 


Company of Almerica eee 


John F. Dryden, President 
Home Office: Newark, N. J. 


THE HOME OFFICE oF 


Prudential 


Largest Office 
Building in the 
State of New Jersey 


From it are directed the 
operations of the thousands 
of agents who, in twenty 
states and the district of 
Columbia, collect the week- 
ly premiums on 2,400,000 
policies in force in the Indus- 
trial and Ordinary Branches. 

It houses a clerical force 
of nearly 600 persons en- 
gaged in keeping record of 
The Prudential’s business, 
which comprises over 


Life Insurance 


| 
a 
| 
4 
PRUDENTIAL’ 
HAS TRE 
p 
‘(Bee 


ist Prize, - 
5th ,, 


We will pay 


$2.1O00 in Gold 


in prizes, as above, for original short stories for publication in 


The Black Cat. 
OUR WANTS are these: Strictly original stories that 


in plot and handling are outside of the beaten paths of fiction, 
and that neither wholly nor in part have appeared in print before 
in any language; stories so full of incident and action as to in- 
terest intelligent people everywhere; clean, clever, wholesome 
stories that are free from padding, foreign phrases, and attempted 
fine writing, and that contain the kind of word-painting that re- 
quires neither diagram to explain it nor pictures to sell it. In 
short, fascinating tales cleverly told. While writers may choose 
their own themes, we prefer stories in the handling of which 
the morbid and unpleasant are avoided rather than emphasized. 
No dialect stories or poems are desired. 

CONDITIONS: All manuscripts must bear the writer’s 
full name and address, together with the number of words, which 
may range from 2,500 to 6,000, but must in no case exceed the 
latter number. They must be very legibly written, sent unrolled, 
postage fully prepaid, and accompanied by addressed and stamped 
envelopes for their return. All letters relating to same must be 
enclosed with MSS., and not sent under separate cover. 
Manuscripts will be received and returned only at the writer’s 
risk. All stories will be judged purely on their own merits, and 
the writer’s name or reputation will carry no weight whatever. 
With every manuscript intended for this special prize competi- 
tion there must be enclosed in the same envelope one yearly 
subscription to THE BLacK Cat, together with fifty cents to pay 
therefor. All envelopes containing manuscripts and subscrip- 
tions as above must be plainly marked “ For Competition,’’ and 
their receipt will be promptly acknowledged. The competition 
will close March 31, 1897, after which awards will be announced in 
Tue Brack Cart, and paid in cash. All unsuccessful manu- 
scripts will be returned. The conditions and requirements being 
here fully set forth, neither the publishers nor the editor can un- 
dertake to enter into corréspondence relative thereto. All manu- 
scripts must be addressed: The Shortstory Publishing Co., 
For Competition, 144 High Street, Boston, Mass. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


eT THE PATENT SLOT GIVES THE PERFECT POINT, “aaa 


The Slot Pencil Sharpener is not a toy, but a treasure. It is the only 
Teal pencil sharpener yet invented. Nota theoretical experiment, but a practical suc- 
cess, Combines Science with Common Sense and Utility with Economy. Ever handy, 


simple, convenient, and permanently perfect. Weighs on 


ethird ounce. Puts any kind 


of point on any kind of pencil. A child can useit. No soiled fingers; no trouble; no pro- 


fanity ; no failure, Hardened and tempered razor steel, 


If your dealer hasn'tit, send us 8 two- 


cent stamps for one, or 14two-cent stamps fortwo, For & cents we will send an elegant silver-plated 
one in silver-mounted pocket case. Just the thing for Christmas. Every sharpener guaranteed. ABLE 


& WiLLine Mra, Co,, 2273 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa, 


FOR SALE EVERY W! WHERE. 


ENOS RICHARDSON & 
23 Maipen Lane, 
SOLE MANUFACTURER, 

Send for Circular. 


on HIS Corns. 


“Had painfal corns for 3 years. 
A-COR N Salve cured them all.” 
D. GARFINKLE, Nashville, Tenn. 


At droggiste or by mail— lic. 
GIANT CHEMICAL CO., 305 Cherry St., Philadelphia. 


(“RAY CAMERA. 


Roentgen and Edison out-done. The great up 
» date Sensation! Penetrates any object in 
serted between its lenses, no ma’ 
r dense You can see through a ic 
iron or a part of your body, as through a crystal; o 
jeal marvels ever discovered this is the most wonderful. 
Two sets of pe 1 lenses in hand telescope case 3 
1-2 in. long. Sells for 25c. Sample complete and mailed post- 
paid with catalogue of 1000 Bargains for lic. 2 —— £35 
Dot. AGENTS WANTED. DON’? WAIT-Do IT 
Robt. Ingersoll & Bro., No. 156. 65 Cortiandt NE 


isa 
Good Proposition 


THE GREAT 


Boston Sunday Herald 


For $2.00 per year. 


Replete with news from every section 
of the earth. 
abundance. 


Literary features in 


Social Page for Women ! 
A Page of Music! 
Illustrated Fashions from Abroad ! 
A Page on Household Matters! 


and many other attractions for men and 
women, 

The Herald is easily New England’s 
Greatest Newspaper. 


TheBartaPress 


Hrtistic, 
Original, ana 
Cnique 


“Yours at Cost.” 


Columbia 


Calendar 


365 memorandum pages—365 squibs of 
cycling interest—120 little thumb-nail 
sketches—an office and home convenience. 
Because there are just a few words of trip- 
hammer, unanswerable argument about 
Columbia bicycle qual- 

ity and the mechanical 

certainty produced by 

twenty years of con- 

tinuous bicycle 

building, this 

calendar is 


. dar Department, 
POPE MG. CO. Hartford,Conn. 
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“Marcell” Mousquetaires 


are made of the very best French Kid, by the very 
best French manufacturer, who makes gloves 
almost exclusively for our sales: The “ Marcell” 
gloves are made under our own supervision, in 
black and all colors. The finish is perfect, the 
fit guaranteed. The same grade is sold generally 
at $1.50 and $1.75, but as we import them, and 
so pay no middleman’s profit, we can sell you 
the gloves at 


$1.25 per Pair. 


We pay the postage and promptly refund your 
money if the fit is not perfect or if the gloves are 
not satisfactory. Mail your order at once. 


Strawbridge & Clothier, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


The Berkshire Hills 
Sanatorium, 


BOR ATED 
TALCUM 


‘MENNEN’S 
TOILET 
POWDER 


Approved by Highest 
Medical Authorities 
asa Perfect Sanitary ) 
‘Poilet Preparation 
for Infants and Adults, ! 


Delightful after Shaving, 
Positively relieves Prickly 
Heat, Nettle Rash, Chafed 
Removes Blotches, Pimples, makes 
Take no substitutes. 
Sold by druggists or mailed for 25 cts, 


Sample Mailed (Name this paper) 
| SCERHARD MENNEN N CO., Newark, N.J. 


Skin, Sunburn, ete. 
the skin smooth and healthy. 


athe Biack Cat 
Stick Pin 


Every one knows that be ~ 
CAT brings luck,” and every one 
ought to know that our BLACK 
CAT STICK PIN, which repre- 


sents “the cat that captured the 


An for the 
Scientific Treatment 


CANCER, 


Tumors, and all forms of 
Malignant Growths, 


WITHOUT THE USE OF THE KNIFE. 


We have never failed to effect a permanent cure 
where we have a reasonable opportunity for 
treatment. 

Book and Circulars giving a description 
of our Sanatorium and Treatment, with 
terms and references, free, Address 


DRS. W. E. BROWN & SON, North Adams, Mass. 


country” GENUINE MASCOT 
to all who wearit.* Itis the holiday hit of the year. 
Itis true to life. The eyes are little emeralds, and 
their rich green brilliancy showing through the jet- 
black head gives to the face a perfect expression 

Sample price, to cents each ; per dozen, 75 cents, 
stamps. Katalog FREE. Address 

McRAE & KEELER, Attleboro, Mass. 
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THE GARTA PRESS, BOSTON. 


Card to the Public. 


November 3, 1896. 


Year after year, for over forty years, a 

multitude of persons of the most discrimi- 

nating taste have elected to use Sozodont as their favorite 
dentifrice. The Proprietors have pleasure in present- 
ing here the claims of this remarkable preparation 
to those readers of Tue Biack Cat who do not yet 
realize the delightful and highly beneficial effects which 
invariably follow the constant use of so reliable a 
dentifrice. Every package contains a bottle of liquid 
Sozodont and a box of Sozodont Powder. They will 
be glad to send a sample of liquid Sozodont (including 
a sample cake of Sozoderma Soap) for three cents. 


Address, Watt & RUCKEL, New York City. 


For seventeen years we have enjoyed the reputation of selling a 
superior quality of Tea, Baking Powder, and Spices, not only in 
—— Mass., but gradually extending in towns and cities in 
all parts of the United States. Thousands of boys and girls, ladies 
and gentlemen, own to-day Watches, Bicycles, . 
Dinner Sets, Lace Cu ms, and other premiums earned by 
selling our goods. 


i Ring ; 8 Ibs. for a pair of 


You will be surprised to find how soon you will earn what you desire. 
The 9 | is an extract from one of the many letters we are receiving 
daily: “1 feel doubly repaid for the time I —_ getting orders for your 
firm. Every one likes the goods, and I can never thank you enough for showing 
me how to earn a bicycle.” 


Not one cent of cost is attached to the premium. Write your full address on 
Postal for Catalogue, Order-Sheets, and particulars. 


W. G. BAKER, Dept. S, Springfield, Mass. 
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| | UST go among your neighbors and sell a mixed 
| r. —) order amounting in total from 175 to 200 Its. for 
| fs a Ladies’ High-Grade Bicycle, 26 or 28 inches, 
<> i or same amount for a Gentlemen’s Bicycle. Or, 
} <3 | sell $00 Ibs. for a Girls’ Bicycle; 75 lbs. for a Boys’ 
i 4 Bicycle; 30 tte, for a Fairy Tricycle; 50 ibe. for a 
Waltham Gold Watch and Chain or a Decorated Din- 
| ner Set; 25 lbs. for a Solid Silver Watch and Chain; 
10 Ibs. for Barney 
& Berry ‘ul 
| sweetness of tone, or se or a wpon which a 
i, child will produce beautiful music. 
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